
SQG HAZARDOUS & 
LIQUID INDUSTRIAL WASTE 

OVERVIEW… 
Getting Ready for an Inspection



This session is for facilities that…

Generates 220 and less than 2200 pounds 
of nonacute hazardous waste in a calendar 
month on the contiguous property
Accumulates 13,200 pounds or less of 
nonacute hazardous waste
Accumulates less than 2.2 pounds of acute 
hazardous waste
Generates and accumulates non hazardous 
liquid waste
Generates and accumulates universal waste
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Why does this program exist?

Illegal disposalExcessive accumulation



Why are there inspections?

Meet EPA agreement on checking 
compliance 
Maintain federal authorization for 
implementing RCRA program
Past and current regulatory non-
compliance



When does an inspector 
usually visit?

Routine compliance inspection
DEQ received complaint
Inspection requested by another     
DEQ Division or Agency
Manifest or other record 
discrepancies



What do inspectors 
look at?

Records
Waste related (manifests & shipping 
records, LDR, waste characterization)
Emergency preparedness (employee 
training and procedures)

Waste handling & accumulation areas 
Containers, labeling, secondary 
containment
Emergency equipment
Emergency posting



What can be done to 
help with the inspection?

Put on your environmental hat
Have records organized
Relax! 
Don’t be adversarial
Don’t try to “hide” anything
If asked to “fix” something, 
consider doing it then if possible



Getting ready for an 
inspection,

before an inspector 
shows up at your door…



Prepare to do a self inspection
Look at common violations
Download the inspection form(s) for your activities
Understand the basics about hazwaste (page 2-12) 
and liquid industrial waste (page 2-9)

Look at your records
Can you find them?
Are they organized?

Walk through the facility

Fix what you find wrong. Retrain employees.

Congratulate employees for what they did right!



FINDING INSPECTION FORMS AND COMMON VIOLATIONS



Use WHMD inspection forms (for your 
facility’s generator activities) to do self audit





Used Oil Generator



Next: Review your records



Can you find your 
characterization records?

Do you have documentation how you 
determined what kind of waste you have 
(page 2-20)?

If not, do you need to do waste survey 
(page 2-2)?

If using MSDS, do you have copy in waste 
files in addition to MIOSHA files? 
If samples were tested, did  you get and 
keep a copy of lab results (page 2-21)?
Do you have records at least 3 years since 
last shipment or until investigation is 
resolved?



Common Waste Characterization Violations

Failing to properly identify ALL the listed 
and characteristic hazardous waste generated

Failing to have records and to keep them at 
least 3 years



Sorbents (page 2-53)
Shop towels (page 2-54)
Solvents (page 2-55)
Aerosol cans (page 2-58)
Painting wastes and filters (page 2-59)
Sump, trench or pit sludge (Chapter 3, page 3-24)
Spent activated carbon media
Grinding swarf from metal working (page 2-62)
Sand blasting media
(www.deq.state.mi.us/documents/deq-wmd-hwp-
abrsvblst.pdf)
Antifreeze (page 2-62)
Light bulbs (page 2-52)
Used oil and filters (page 2-47)
More in guidebook (pages 2-23 and 2-47)

Some commonly mischaracterized wastes



Have you notified WHMD about 
regulated waste activities and is 

information current? 
Some people call this notification “getting an 
EPA number”
Use Waste Data System (WDS) at 
www.deq.state.mi.us/wdspi

Find out notification, compliance history, 
submitted hw manifests

Check company files
Contact DEQ District Office that covers the 
area where facility is located for DEQ records

(page 2(page 2--30) 30) 





When determining your generator statusWhen determining your generator status

• Add up ALL the hazardous waste 
generated at the site in a calendar month

• Add up ALL the universal waste 
accumulated

•The amounts are calculated per site
•One site is under one identification
number and is contiguous property

•Calculate the amount generated, not
necessarily the amount shipped

See page 2-22



If waste is not properly 
characterized, you will fail to 

correctly notify WHMD about your 
regulated waste activities

Can cost facility additional annual user if 
notified as LQG and you are a SQG

SQG $100 annual user charge
$8/hw manifest in fiscal year

Can cost time and $ meeting 
requirements that you should not be 
subject to e.g. hazardous waste report



How to notify or 
correct existing notification?

Initial notification
Complete EQP5150; $50 fee
WHMD currently issues “MIK” Site 
Identification Numbers

Subsequent notification
Request prepopulated EQP5150 from 
WHMD 
Can be updated anytime



Site ID Form 
(EQP 5150)

Commonly missed fields:
•NAICS
•Federal Identification 
Number
•Number of Employees
•Owner AND Operator
•Signature, Date



Can you find your manifests and 
shipping records?

Uniform Hazardous 
Waste Manifest EPA 
8700-22 is when hiring 
permitted and 
registered transporters 
to ship hazardous or 
liquid industrial waste 

Alternative shipping 
records 
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Do you meet manifest 
recordkeeping requirements (page 2-32)?

Do you have the manifest copy signed by the 
transporter and disposal company?
Did you submit copy to WHMD by 10th of 
month following shipment?
Do you have copies of your LDRs? (page 2-37)
Are you keeping records at least 3 years from 
last shipment?
The records must be retained longer in the 
event of a dispute, enforcement action, etc.



Optional Log to track shipments and submittal of forms

Available at WHMD Expert Area and on the Internet 



Do you realize you are certifying 
you have waste minimization efforts 

when you sign manifest?

Page 2-2



Do you have receipts if 
hauling own waste off-site?

SQG may haul ≤ 55 gallons of their own liquid 
industrial waste (not hazardous waste)
Records must be kept by generator & designated 
facility at least 3 years from shipment date:

1. A record of the source and quantity of waste and where it is being sent 
must accompany shipment

2. Designated facility must sign for shipment acknowledging receipt 
3. Generator must provide designated facility with copy
4. Designated facility must manage waste according to Part 121 

requirements
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Common manifest or 
shipping papers violations

Not having or finding signed manifest copies
Not using correct site identification number
Not listing all waste codes
Failing to send in copies
Not having receipts for used oil shipped on
consolidated manifests
Not having records when self hauling



Failing to keep LDRs & related documents for at 
least 3 years after waste last sent to TSDF
Missing land disposal restriction notification and 
waste analysis documents
Missing or incomplete information such as 
categories, underlying hazardous constituents, 
and manifest numbers
Listing LDR information that is inconsistent with 
waste characterization

Common LDR Violations for SQG
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Do you records from WWTP authorizing 
discharges?

Do discharges meet WWTP discharge limits?
Do discharged solvents met new R 200.9203 
limits?
Does company have certified wastewater 
treatment plant operator?

E.g. Elemental neutralization

Page 2-19 and Chapter 3



Have you done weekly inspections?

Failing to conduct inspections weekly of areas 
and each operating day for tanks
Recommended to have written records

Optional checklist 
available at expert 
area or on Internet



Do you have placards available if 
shipping 1000 pounds hw? 

• SQG must have 
USDOT placards available
for transporters 
when have 1000 pounds in 
shipment [Rule 305(1)(e)]

• See Chapter 4 for transportation 
• Michigan State Police Traffic 
Safety Division has more info 
about placarding
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Now check out the waste 
generation & accumulation 

areas…

Are the containers managed properly?



Need “USED OIL” 
on containers and pipes

ok to write or use stencils, 
preprinted labels, etc.

Do you have good labeling and closed 
containers?

Page 2-47

See Chapter 4 for 
containment



Or does it 
look 

something 
like this?



Do you use satellite accumulation? 

Do you have less than the maximum 
allowed volume for each satellite site? 
(total of 55 gallons of hazardous waste 
or one quart of acute or severely toxic 
hazardous waste)

Are the containers at or near the point 
of waste generation?

Are the satellite containers closed? 
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Do the satellite labels 
have…

The words “Hazardous 
Waste”?

Hazardous waste number 
or chemical name that 
identifies the contents on 
container?

Did you forget to list the date 
the satellite containers 
reached the limit and failed to 
manage it under all of the 
applicable requirements?



Are your hazardous waste containers 
labeled correctly? 

Do they have
Accumulation date? 
The words “Hazardous Waste”?
Hazardous waste number(s)?

Shipping labelStorage label



Have you accumulated over 13,200 
pounds of non acute hw?

Page 2-33

Has the time limit of 180 days (unless 
shipping over 200 miles 270 days) been 
exceeded?



Is there protection 
from weather and 
vandals?

Install locks if 
necessary
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Do you have holes in your 
security fencing?



Are containers closed?



Notice the valve?
If kept closed would be ok. Notice the splashing on wall

Funnels must allow for closure 
of the container



Are containers in poor condition?

Some bad containers 
are obvious!



Are tanks and containers  properly 
maintained and supported when stacked?



Do you see signs of leaks or staining?Do you see signs of leaks or staining?



Any signs of vegetative damage?



Do you have containment?
Required for 

SQG with over 2200#

Are the containers elevated or floor sloped?

Does it provide squirt protection?

See Page 2-37 and 
Chapter 4 for more 
information.



Secondary ContainmentSecondary Containment

Is the impervious base free of cracks?
Can it hold 10% of the total volume or 100% of 

the  volume of the largest container, whichever is 
greater?

Have you prevented run-on?
Have you removed any precipitation and other 

accumulated liquids?
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Do you know where all drains lead to?

Drains usually are not allowed in 
secondary containment areas.



Are you prepared for an emergency? Are you prepared for an emergency? 

Chapter 6



Do you have emergency plan & 
employees trained?

- Informal training
- No stipulated review period
- Written training records not required
- Written plan not required, but are required 
to post information



Is your emergency information posted 
current? 

Name and phone 
numbers of emergency 
coordinator(s)

Location of fire 
extinguishers, spill 
control equipment and 
fire alarm (if present)

Phone number of the 
fire department (not 
needed if direct alarm)

Chapter 6



Or does your poster look 
more like this?



Do you have adequate space or aisle 
width to properly inspect containers and 
for emergency personnel?

Leaning drum
is a safety issue!Recommended: Don’t 

stack more than 2 
drums high

Dunnage required under 
MIOSHA standard for 
flammable and combustible 
liquids



Internal 
communication or 
alarm system
Telephone or 2 way 
radios
Fire extinguishers/
suppression system 
with adequate 
water/foam

Do you have emergency Do you have emergency 
equipment and is it equipment and is it 
maintained?maintained?



Chapter 6

Are there arrangements with local 
authorities?

Hospital
Fire Department
Police
Emergency response contractor



What kind of inspection follow up 
is necessary?

Respond according to the 
letter sent by WHMD

Accompany inspector if 
have a second inspection

Have questions about the inspection or letter? 
Call the inspector who visited your facility

Have general waste ? Call the Environmental 
Assistance Center 800-662-9278 for referral


