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Permit Programs OverviewPermit Programs Overview

Land and Water Management Land and Water Management 
DivisionDivision





Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended

Part 31 – Floodplain Management
Part 301 – Inland Lakes and Streams
Part 303 – Wetlands Protection 
Part 325 – Great Lakes Submerged Lands Management
Part 323 – Shoreland Management and Protection
Part 353 – Sand Dunes Protection and Management
Part 315 – Dam Safety

Michigan Manufactures Guide; Sections 8.2-8.4 Michigan Manufactures Guide; Sections 8.5-8.8



Requires permits for the “discharge of dredged or fill material”Requires permits for the “discharge of dredged or fill material” into into 
waters of the United States, including wetlands.waters of the United States, including wetlands.

Federal Programs

Section 404 Federal Clean Water Act

National Flood Insurance Program

Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899
Requires permits for construction within designated waterways inRequires permits for construction within designated waterways in
coastal areas of the Great Lakes .coastal areas of the Great Lakes .

Provides flood insurance for buildings constructed in flood hazaProvides flood insurance for buildings constructed in flood hazard rd 
areas for participating communities.areas for participating communities.
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Who Administers Federal Programs?

Section 404:

Land and Water 
Management Division

National Flood 
Insurance Program

Land and Water 
Management Division

Section 10:

U.S. Army Corp of 
Engineers



Michigan and 
Vermont have 
MOA with 
USEPA to 
administer Sec. 
404.

Section 404 CoordinationSection 404 Coordination



A permit issued by the Division typically 
carries with it the following 
authorizations:

• Screening and coordination with the federal 
historic preservation program

• All Applicable LWMD Laws

• Screening and coordination with state and 
federal endangered species programs

• Coastal Zone Consistency Certification

• Authorization under Section 404 of the 
Federal Clean Water Act



Inland Lakes and Streams Inland Lakes and Streams 
PermitsPermits
Part 301Part 301
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Part 301, Inland Lakes and StreamsPart 301, Inland Lakes and Streams
PProtects inland waters by regulating work in inland rotects inland waters by regulating work in inland 

lakes and streams.lakes and streams.

What is a Stream?What is a Stream?
Any body of water that has Any body of water that has 
definite definite banksbanks, a , a bedbed, and , and 
visible evidencevisible evidence of a of a 
continued flow;continued flow;

A river, stream, or creek which A river, stream, or creek which 
may or may notmay or may not be serving as be serving as 
a a DrainDrain as defined by the drain as defined by the drain 
code of 1956, 1956 PA 40, code of 1956, 1956 PA 40, 
MCL 280.1 to 280.630; MCL 280.1 to 280.630; 

IncludesIncludes the St. Marys, St. the St. Marys, St. 
Clair, and Detroit rivers.Clair, and Detroit rivers.



Part 301, Inland Lakes and StreamsPart 301, Inland Lakes and Streams
What is a lake?What is a lake?

Surface Area GREATER than 5 acresSurface Area GREATER than 5 acres

Natural or artificial lake, pond, or Natural or artificial lake, pond, or 
impoundmentimpoundment

DOES NOT include the Great Lakes, DOES NOT include the Great Lakes, 
Lake St. Clair.Lake St. Clair.



Part 301 Regulated ActivitiesPart 301 Regulated Activities
Dredge, fill or  excavate the Dredge, fill or  excavate the 
bottom of a lake or stream.bottom of a lake or stream.

Build, remove, or enlarge a Build, remove, or enlarge a 
structure on the bottom of a structure on the bottom of a 
lake or stream.lake or stream.

Create or diminish a lake or Create or diminish a lake or 
stream.stream.

Construct a pond, canal, Construct a pond, canal, 
lagoon, ditch connected to, lagoon, ditch connected to, 
or within 500 feet of a lake or or within 500 feet of a lake or 
stream.stream.



Part 301 Regulated ActivitiesPart 301 Regulated Activities
Culvert or BridgeCulvert or Bridge

Place fPlace fill ill 
and/or and/or 
structure structure 
in a in a 
StreamStream



Part 301 Regulated ActivitiesPart 301 Regulated Activities
StormwaterStormwater SystemSystem

Storm Sewer Outfall

Detention Pond within 
500 feet of a Stream



Wetlands PermitsWetlands Permits
Part 303Part 303
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Part 303, Wetlands Protection Part 303, Wetlands Protection 

What is a What is a 
Wetland?Wetland?

Wetland is land Wetland is land 
characterized by the characterized by the 
presence of waterpresence of water at at 
a frequency and a frequency and 
duration sufficient to duration sufficient to 
support support wetland wetland 
vegetationvegetation or or aquatic aquatic 
lifelife..



Common wetland typesCommon wetland types

Marsh
Shrub-scrub

Forested



Do I Have Wetland on my Do I Have Wetland on my 
Property?Property?

Wetland Inventory Maps:Wetland Inventory Maps:

www.michigan.gov/deqwetlandswww.michigan.gov/deqwetlands

Statewide Wetland Statewide Wetland 
Inventory completed in Inventory completed in 
20072007

PotentialPotential and and ApproximateApproximate
locations of wetland.locations of wetland.



Do I Have Wetland on my Do I Have Wetland on my 
Property?Property?

OnOn--Site Wetland Delineation:Site Wetland Delineation:

DEQ Wetland Identification DEQ Wetland Identification 
Program.Program.

www.michigan.gov/deqwetlandswww.michigan.gov/deqwetlands

Properties larger than 5 acres Properties larger than 5 acres 
require onrequire on--site delineation by site delineation by 
Wetland Consultant.Wetland Consultant.



Do I Have Wetland on my Do I Have Wetland on my 
Property?Property?

Wetland Consultant List:Wetland Consultant List: www.michigan.gov/deqwetlandswww.michigan.gov/deqwetlands
Link:Link: Finding a Wetland ConsultantFinding a Wetland Consultant



Wetlands Protected under Part 303Wetlands Protected under Part 303

Connected to Great Lakes, Connected to Great Lakes, 
Lake St. Clair, Inland lake, Lake St. Clair, Inland lake, 
pond, river, or stream.pond, river, or stream.

Within 500 feet of an Within 500 feet of an 
inland lake, pond, river, or inland lake, pond, river, or 
stream.stream.

Within 1000 feet of the Within 1000 feet of the 
Great Lakes or Lake St. Great Lakes or Lake St. 
Clair.Clair.

More than 5 acres in size.More than 5 acres in size.

The DEQ has determined The DEQ has determined 
that the wetland is that the wetland is 
essential to the essential to the 
preservation of the state's preservation of the state's 
natural resources.natural resources.

Wetland

Stream

Stream

Lake

Michigan

Wetland



Part 303 Regulated ActivitiesPart 303 Regulated Activities
Deposit fill material in a Deposit fill material in a 
wetland.wetland.

Dredge, grade, excavate soil Dredge, grade, excavate soil 
or minerals from a wetland.or minerals from a wetland.

Construct, operate, or Construct, operate, or 
maintain any use or maintain any use or 
development in a wetland.development in a wetland.

Drain surface water from a Drain surface water from a 
wetland.wetland.



Floodplain PermitsFloodplain Permits
Part 31Part 31
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Floodplain RegulationsFloodplain Regulations

State:State: Part 31Part 31

Local:Local: Michigan Building Code;Michigan Building Code;
Local Zoning and Floodplain Local Zoning and Floodplain 
OrdinancesOrdinances

Federal:Federal: National Flood Insurance National Flood Insurance 
ProgramProgram



What is a Floodplain?  What is a Floodplain?  

That area of land adjacent a river or stream 
that will be inundated by a 100-year flood

A flood event that has a 1 % chance of 
occurring in a given year

Floodplain:

100-year flood:

Watershed > 2 square miles

Part 31 Regulated Floodplain:



Do I Have Floodplain on my Property?Do I Have Floodplain on my Property?
Flood Insurance Rate MapsFlood Insurance Rate Maps

www.msc.fema.govwww.msc.fema.gov

100-Year
Floodplain

500-Year Floodplain

100-Year 
Flood Elevation



Do I Have Floodplain on my Property?Do I Have Floodplain on my Property?
DEQ Floodplain Service RequestDEQ Floodplain Service Request
www.michigan.gov/deqwatermanagementwww.michigan.gov/deqwatermanagement



Part 31 Floodplain Regulated ActivitiesPart 31 Floodplain Regulated Activities

Any Occupation withAny Occupation with

buildings or structuresbuildings or structures

Any Filling,Any Filling,

Any Grade ChangesAny Grade Changes
within the floodplain of a riverwithin the floodplain of a river



Part 31 Construction RequirementsPart 31 Construction Requirements

Filling and/or construction cannot cause                 Filling and/or construction cannot cause                  
an increase in flood discharges an increase in flood discharges 
and stage characteristics that and stage characteristics that 
are harmful.are harmful.



Part 31 Construction RequirementsPart 31 Construction Requirements



Part 31 Construction RequirementsPart 31 Construction Requirements

Filling and/or construction cannot cause                 Filling and/or construction cannot cause                  
an increase in flood discharges an increase in flood discharges 
and stage characteristics that and stage characteristics that 
are harmful.are harmful.

Must meet Michigan Building Must meet Michigan Building 
Code requirements for Code requirements for 

construction in a floodplainconstruction in a floodplain



Michigan Building Code RequirementsMichigan Building Code Requirements
Elevate the Lowest Floor 1 foot above the Floodplain

Floodplain Elevation



Compensating Cut for FillCompensating Cut for Fill
Compensating cuts are required for fill volumes 
exceeding 300 cubic yards

Cuts ideally at approximately the same elevations 
as the filled areas



Michigan Building Code RequirementsMichigan Building Code Requirements
Dry Proof the Facilities

Non-residential buildings may be 
dry floodproofed



Michigan Building Code RequirementsMichigan Building Code Requirements
Dry Proof the Facilities

Building must be engineered to withstand forces 
of flooding!



Michigan Building Code RequirementsMichigan Building Code Requirements
Wet Proof the Facilities

Install Flood Vents 
in the Walls of the 
Facility



Michigan Building Code RequirementsMichigan Building Code Requirements
Wet Proof the Facilities

Elevate 
Mechanical, 
Electrical, 
Hazardous, 
Toxic, or 
Explosive 
materials 1 foot 
above the 
floodplain 
elevation



How do I Apply for a Permit?How do I Apply for a Permit?
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Go To:Go To:
www.michigan.gov/jointpermitwww.michigan.gov/jointpermit



DEQ/USACE Joint Permit ApplicationDEQ/USACE Joint Permit Application
www.michigan.gov/jointpermitwww.michigan.gov/jointpermit

WetlandsWetlands
FloodplainsFloodplains
Lakes/StreamsLakes/Streams
Great LakesGreat Lakes
Sec. 404Sec. 404
Sec. 10Sec. 10

All LWMD Programs



Site PlanSite Plan

Part 301
Sewer 
Outfall

Part 31
Floodplain 
Fill

Part 303
Wetland 
Fill



Permit Application Review PeriodPermit Application Review Period

Maximum Review period dictated by statuteMaximum Review period dictated by statute
–– 30 days for review for completeness30 days for review for completeness
–– Inland Lakes/Streams:Inland Lakes/Streams: 60 days60 days
–– Floodplain, Wetland:Floodplain, Wetland: 90 days90 days

If a Public Hearing is requestedIf a Public Hearing is requested
–– Inland Lakes/Streams:Inland Lakes/Streams: 120 days120 days
–– Floodplain, Wetland:Floodplain, Wetland: 150 days150 days



Questions?Questions?

Or the Environmental 
Assistance Center

1-800-662-9278


