Grand Rapids

Name & Contact Information

Prominent Features

Blandford Nature Center
1715 Hillburn NW
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504
Phone: (989)819-5540

-143 acres of diverse ecosystems
-Educational facility of the Grand Rapids
Public Schools

-Historical and nature-based educational
programs for people of all ages

-Wildlife Care Center gives visitors a chance to
get a closer look at live animals

-5 miles of trails provide a picturesque setting
for a hike or ski

DeGraaf Nature Center
600 Graafschap Road
Holland, Ml 49423
Phone: (616)355-1057

-The Brower Interpretive Center is brimming
with information and hands-on displays

-18 acre preserve of woodland, shrub, marsh
and pond trails

-Wild Bird Walks and Shows

-Dune and Woodland Hikes

-Field trips to local and distant natural areas
-Educational programs for school children,
including special topic classes

Land Conservancy of West Michigan
1345 Monroe Avenue NW, Suite 324
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Phone: (616)451-9476

-Protected over 1,400 acres of West
Michigan’s forests, fields, wetlands, and dunes
-Areas open to public, including Minni Skwarek
Nature Preserve, Saul Lake Bog Nature
Preserve, Lamberton Lake Fen, The Wedge
Natural Area, Lake Breeze Preserve, and
Palomita Reserve

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute
701 West Cloverdale Road
Hastings, Ml 49058

Phone: (269)721-4190

-Classes, special events, and research
activities

-Trails to explore

-660 acres with visiting center, research
laboratory, education building, and housing

Calvin College Ecosystem Preserve
1750 East Beltline Ave. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546

Phone: (616)526-7601

- 90 acre preserve of temperate deciduous
forest, wetlands, and old fields on the campus
of Calvin College

- Environmental education programs and
stewardship projects available for families,
elementary school groups, summer campers,
and Calvin students

- The Bunker Interpretive Center has
educational displays and green building tours
(it is LEED Gold Certified)

Wittenbach/Wege Agriscience and
Environmental Education Center
11715 Vergennes Rd.

Lowell, Ml 49331

Phone: (616)987-1002

- An outdoor learning center that includes 140
acres of forests, prairies, wetlands, and open
fields

- Owned and operated by the Lowell Area
Schools

Howard Christensen Nature Center
16080 Red Pine Dr.

Kent City, Ml 49330

Phone: (616)675-3158

- 135 acres with seven miles of trails through
woods, fields and bogs

- Trails for hiking, running, snowshoeing, and
cross-country skiing

- Various programs are available, ranging from
snowshoe days to pancake breakfasts to
special speakers and guided hikes



http://web.grps.k12.mi.us/blandford
http://www.ci.holland.mi.us/degraaf
http://www.naturenearby.org/index.cfm
http://www.cedarcreekinstitute.org/index.htm
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/eco-preserve
http://www.lowellschools.com/
http://www.lowellschools.com/
http://www.kentconservation.org/hcnc.php

Ada Township Parks & Recreation Department
Phone: (616)676-0520

- Located in Kent County just east of Grand
Rapids

- The township has four major parks with
various outdoor recreation facilities

- Facilities include athletic fields, playgrounds,
bike paths, nature trails, an arboretum, habitat
preserves, fiver access, and a learning center



http://www.ada.mi.us/index.cfm?lp=parks.cfm
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