
Join Mr. Kevin Coyle as he shows a national picture of what other states are doing with environmental education  
and connecting children with nature. Specifically, Mr. Coyle will discuss the latest in effective arguments  

with policy leaders and will share some experiences from other states to help guide Michigan forward.

Connecting Kids with Nature: A National Picture

Kevin J. Coyle, JD ● Vice President for Education and Training
National Wildlife Federation

Kevin Coyle has committed 35 years to improving 
America’s education and environmental education 
fields. He joined the National Wildlife Federation 
as Vice President for Education in March 2005. He 
came to NWF following 10 years as President of 
the National Environmental Education & Training 
Foundation (NEETF), where he led this award-
winning NGO chartered by Congress to strengthen 
U.S. environmental learning for personal steward-
ship, science education, improved health care, 
business management, watershed management 
and natural resource management. He has also led 
and founded several other educational and 
environmental organizations, including River 

Network, Inc. (Washington, DC and Portland), 
American Rivers, and the American Land 
Resource Association. 

Mr. Coyle is Trustee and Immediate Past Chair of 
the Potomac Conservancy, Trustee of the Alice 
Ferguson Foundation, and has served two terms 
as the Chairman of the Natural Resources  
Council of America. He holds a BA in Sociology 
from LaSalle University, a JD in Environmental 
Law from Temple University, and the Conservation 
Leadership Institute Certificate from the Wharton 
School of Business.

Mr. John Austin will address Michigan’s blue-green economy, the role it plays in the success of Michigan moving 
forward, and how connecting kids with nature and preparing them to be responsible, engaged leaders and stewards 
impacts our present and future.

Michigan’s Kids, Michigan’s Future 

John Austin ● President ● Michigan Board of Education

John Austin is a Nonresident Senior Fellow with 
the Brookings Institution, as well as a Michigan 
statewide elected official. John was re-elected in 
2008 to his second-term, and elected by his peers 
as President of the Michigan State Board of  
Education.  He is also a resident scholar at the 
University of Michigan - Institute for Research on 
Labor, Employment and the Economy (IRLEE).

Mr. Austin currently directs the Great Lakes 
Economic Initiative for the Brookings Institution, 
designed to improve the economic vitality of the 
Great Lakes states.  He has authored key  
Brookings reports that have directly shaped the 
region’s economic development agenda:  “The 
Vital Center: A Federal-State Compact to Renew 
the Great Lakes Region;” “The Vital Connection: 
Reclaiming Great Lakes Economic Leadership in 
the Bi-National Great Lakes Region;” and “Healthy 
Waters, Strong Economy”   
(See www.brookings.edu/projects/great-lakes.aspx) . 

As a respected public policy analyst, John is a 
featured speaker around the Great Lakes on the 
economy of the region. In recent years he has 
served as Policy Director for Michigan’s  
Governor-appointed Commission on Higher  
Education and Economic Growth, and was  
principal author of the Commission’s influential 
report.  He also was the founding Director of the 
New Economy Initiative for Southeast Michigan—
a $100 million effort by the region’s philanthropies 
to aid in the area’s economic transformation.  

John received his Masters in Public Administration 
from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, 
and a Bachelor’s from Swarthmore College in 
Economics & Political Science, with High Honors 
and Phi Beta Kappa.  He has been married 23 
years to his wife Terese.  They and their three 
school-age children reside in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Register Today! www.mi-ncli.org



Transforming Ideas to Action,  
and Why It Is Critical We Succeed

Herb Broda ● Professor of Education ● Ashland University 

A career-long interest in outdoor teaching began instantly when Herb Broda  
enthusiastically accompanied his sixth grade class to a resident outdoor education 
camp. Herb is active in outdoor environmental education organizations at the state, 
national and international levels, and combines his interest in outdoor learning with a 
specialization in middle grades curriculum and instruction. His idea of a perfect day is 
sharing nature with his family.   
 
Herb is the author of Schoolyard-Enhanced Learning: Using the Outdoors as an 
Instructional Tool (2007- Stenhouse Publishers), and Moving the Classroom Outdoors: 
Schoolyard-Enhanced Learning in Action (To be released in May, 2011).

Urban Outreach Initiatives

Gary Williams ● Extension Educator
Southeast Michigan Urban Natural Resources Outreach Coordinator

Michigan State University Extension/Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

Gary Williams has been employed by Michigan State University Extension 
on a grant from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 
since 1999.  This position was developed as a result of the MDNR Hunting 
and Fishing Heritage Task Force’s research and recommendations to 
develop and present outdoor programs designed to reconnect the 
Michigan citizenry, especially those living in predominantly urban areas. 
Utilizing fishing, archery, camping, hunter and outdoor educational 
programs, youth and adults are increasing their knowledge and 
experiences with Michigan’s natural resources. Since 1999 this 
program has served a total of 71,118 citizens of the State of Michigan, 
of which 60,817 have been youth.

Gary has received the Meritorious Service Educator’s Award, the Julian 
Smith Award, and The National Program of Distinction Award. He is a 
certified archery instructor, fishing instructor, national shooting instructor, 
and MDNR hunter education instructor. Gary brings a wealth of 
experience to his talk, “Urban Outreach Initiatives.”

www.mi-ncli.org
Register Today!


