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Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) gives EPA the authority to control hazardous waste from the 
"cradle-to-grave." This includes the generation, transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste. 
RCRA also set forth a framework for the management of non-hazardous solid wastes. The 1986 amendments to RCRA 
enabled EPA to address environmental problems that could result from underground tanks storing petroleum and 
other hazardous substances.  www.epa.gov
 
 RCRA Hazardous Waste Inspection Authority 
Part 111 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (NREPA), 1994, P.A. 451, as amended, and 
Section 3007(a), of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

• The inspector may: (a) enter at reasonable times upon the premises where hazardous wastes are or have 
been handled, generated, stored, treated, transported from or disposed of; (b) request and be furnished 
information relating to such wastes; and (c) inspect and obtain samples of any wastes and samples of 
containers or labeling for such wastes. 

Who Gets Inspected? 
• RCRA- Any Facility that generates Hazardous Waste 
• Inspections are un-announced. 

Different Types of Inspections 
• Scheduled Inspections 
• License/ Permit Renewal 
• Complaint initiated 

RCRA Inspections - It’s not a matter of ‘If’, It’s a Matter of ‘When’ 
• Prepare so you are Prepared 
• Preparation for the Unexpected 
• Frequently used as a marketing tool. 
• Prepare! 
• Preparation for Zombies? Use your imagination! 
• Preparation for a RCRA Inspection? 

Step 1- Know Your Facility 
• Know your facility 
• Know your waste streams (Characterization & Risks) 
• Keep/Organize complete records 
• Train your staff 
• Emergency Preparedness 
• Manage Waste Properly 

Step 2 – Periodic Self Audits 
• Common Waste Generator Violations AND Inspection Checklist 

Hazardous Waste Management ≈Common Sense? 
• SAFETY!! 
• NO Hazardous Waste Releases! 

Preparing for a RCRA Hazardous 
Waste Inspection 

http://www.epa.gov


 

• Characterize Waste Properly. If hazardous waste goes where shouldn’t, that’s a REAL problem.  Proper 
management, transport, and disposal. 

• Waste Accumulation LQG 90day, SQG 180 day, etc.  Plan accordingly! 
• Hazardous Waste Timeline,  “Cradle to Grave, and Beyond” 
• Hazardous Waste, who’s responsible?  Everyone and anyone, connected in any way. 

Resources 
• Waste/ Hazardous Waste/ Hazardous and Liquid Industrial Byproduct Management 

www.michigan.gov/deqwaste 

Generator Responsibility “Think about responsibility” 
• What if “it” gets into the wrong hands? 
• What if “it” is stolen? 
• What happens if “it” is given away? 
• What happens if an un-qualified person handles “it”? 
• What happens if “it” harms children? 
• What happens if “it” harms families? 
• What if someone dies from “it”?  
• What happens if the company is held responsible for “it” (unintended consequences)? 
• What if an individual is held  responsible for “it” (unintended consequences)? 

Think about Responsibility and Liability? 
Review 

• How to Prepare for a RCRA Inspection? 
o Know Your Facility 
o Conduct Periodic Self Audits 
o Also: Consider Responsibility AND Liability 

RCRA Hazardous Waste Inspection- Extras 
• Opening Meeting/ Records Review 

o Records Review- Records >1 person!!! 
 Site I.D.  & Generator Status 
 Waste Characterization 
 LDR 
 Biennial Report 
 Training 
 Emergency Preparedness 
 Manifests and/or shipping documents 
 Etc. 

Waste Characterization: Analysis? or Knowledge? 

Characterization is Important!  

Typical Hazardous Waste Manifest  

LDR- Land Disposal Restriction 
 Simply put – An LDR establishes treatment standards (therefore disposal requirements) for Hazardous Waste. 
 Also of Note relating to LDR: 

o Disposal Prohibition 
o Dilution Prohibition 
o Storage Prohibition 

 The generator is responsible for having an LDR for each hazardous waste stream. 

LDRs 
• LDR Help-26 pages (www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-09/documents/ldr05.pdf ) 
• LDR Help-119 pages www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/documents/ldisressumm-rpt.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/deqwaste
http://www.michigan.gov/deqwaste
http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-09/documents/ldr05.pdf
http://www/
http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-09/documents/ldr05.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/documents/ldisressumm-rpt.pdf


 

 
Hazardous Waste Biennial Report 

 Do we have one of those????? 
 YES! If you are a LQG or TSDF 
 Even Year- Report Due 
 Odd Year- Data Collected 

Training!  
 Training/Communication 
 Training & Emergency Preparedness are Important! (checklist example) 
 Training & Emergency Preparedness 

o Also Remember 
 Training Records for current employees must be kept until facility closure (e.g. A 40 year 

employee will have 40 years worth of training). 
 Training Records for past employees must be kept for 3 years from last date worked at facility. 

 Training & Emergency Preparedness - LQG  
o LQGs- Must have a Contingency Plan 

www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-ead-tas-wmd-contgncy_306001_7.pdf 
Remember to Document Arrangements with Local Emergency Services! 

 Training & Emergency Preparedness – SQG 
 Hazardous Waste Emergency Posting Form for Small Quantity Generators 
 www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-ead-tas-sqgposter_306002_7.pdf 

The RCRA inspector approaches… 
 What is your inspector looking at? 

o Drums outside 
o Dead Vegetation 
o Soil Staining 
o Access to the Building 

The inspector is at the door. Now what??  Invite them in.  
 How is Waste Generated? Show me the Process.  
 Facility Inspection 
 “Show the inspector the way it is” 

o Waste Generation 
 Satellite and 90/180 day accumulation areas 
 Where, When, How, Quantity, Quality (both Hz and Non-Hz), of waste generated  
 Storage Regulations- labeling, closure, waste codes, secondary containment, placards, etc.  
 Potential Hazards! 

 RCRA Inspection 
o Examine vegetation 
o Inspect Waste Accumulation Areas 
o Inspect Containers-labeled AND closed! 
o Signs, Labels, Placards (photo) 

 Labels come in all shapes and sizes  
 Placards 

- Generators must make available the appropriate U.S. DOT Placard to the transporter if 
>1000 pounds (approximately 2 drums) of hazardous waste is shipped offsite. 

What happens next? 
 Your inspector may: 

o Request additional information 
o Write up an inspection report 
o If violations were observed a Violation Notice (VN) is sent 

Specific Resources 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-ead-tas-wmd-contgncy_306001_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-ead-tas-wmd-contgncy_306001_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-ead-tas-sqgposter_306002_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-ead-tas-sqgposter_306002_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-ead-tas-sqgposter_306002_7.pdf


 

 Waste Characterization 
 Common Waste Generator Violations 
 Hazardous Waste Program Inspection Forms 
 Statutes and Rules 
 EQP5150 - Michigan Site Identification Form (directions not included) Revised 5/2010 
 EQP5150 - Michigan Site Identification Form Directions (form not included) Revised 7/2005 

Inspector’s Goals 
 Of course… 

o Complete a full compliance inspection 
o Determine your compliance with applicable rules and regulations as well as with any permit condition 

 
NOTES: 
 
 


