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Michigan’s Freedom of Information Act 
1976 PA 442; MCL 15.231 et seq. 

“It is the public policy of this state that all persons, 
except those persons incarcerated in state or local 
correctional facilities, are entitled to full and complete 
information regarding the affairs of government and the 
official acts of those who represent them as public 
officials . . . The people shall be informed so that they 
may fully participate in the democratic process.”   
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What is a FOIA Request? 

 
According to the Law:  

“a written request that describes a  public record 
sufficiently to enable the public body to find the public 
record.”  MCL 15.233 
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What is a FOIA Request? 

 
What it means: 

If the written request describes the record with enough 
detail so that a trained employee can locate it with 
reasonable effort, it is a FOIA request. 
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Do I Need to Submit a FOIA? 
 

• On our website choose “View Additional DEQ 
FOIA Info” to answer this question. 

• The DEQ keeps many records online in 
databases that can be accessed by the public. 

• The law says that if FOIA coordinators know or 
have reason to know a record is on the website, 
they shall notify the requestor and, to the 
degree practicable, include a specific webpage. 
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Website 
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DEQ Websites / Databases 
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How do I request records via FOIA? 

 
 

• Website . . . 
• E-mail . . .  
• and a Form . . .  
     … Oh My!! 
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www.michigan.gov/deqfoia 
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Form 
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Form (continued) 
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E-mail 

Send an e-mail to DEQFOIA@michigan.gov 
 

• With or without the “Request for Disclosure of DEQ 
Records form”  

• Be specific  
• Include your contact information 
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Now What? 
Written notices 
• Within 5 business days after receiving the request: 
 (a)  Grant the request.  
 (b)  Issue a written notice to the requesting person 

 denying the request. 
 (c)  Grant the request in part and issuing a written notice 

 to the requesting person denying the request in part. 
 (d)  Issue a notice extending for not more than  
  10 business days the period during which the public 

 body shall respond to the request.   MCL 15.235 
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Non-paper physical media 

• The parties may “stipulate” or agree that records will 
be provided on non-paper physical media, by e-
mail, or other electronic means. 

• Actual and most reasonably economical cost of 
CDs, etc. 
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Exemptions 
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MCL 15.243 – Sec. 13. (1) A public body may exempt 
from disclosure as a public record under this act 
any of the following . . .  

 (a)  Information of a personal nature if public 
disclosure of the information would constitute a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of an individual's 
privacy. 
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Exemptions 
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MCL 15.243 – Sec. 13. (1) 
 
(d) Records or information specifically described and 

exempted from disclosure by statute. 
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Exemptions 

MCL 15.243 – Sec. 13. (1) 
 
(g) Information or records subject to the attorney-

client privilege. 
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Exemptions 
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MCL 15.243 – Sec. 13. (1) 
 
(m) Communications and notes within a public body or 

between public bodies of an advisory nature to 
the extent that they cover other than purely factual 
materials and are preliminary to a final agency 
determination of policy or action.  

  a/k/a The Frank Discussion Exemption 
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Appeals 

• Requestors can appeal: 
– The denial of records; 
– Fees charged for records; and 
– Records that have been exempted 
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Thank You 

Thank you for coming to the 
2016 Michigan Environmental Compliance 

Conference 

Please contact me with any questions: 
Leigh M. Copen  

517.284.6702 or CopenL1@michigan.gov 
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