
MiWATERS --  SITE EXPLORER 



Explorer Home Screen 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH 

• The General Search box is a ‘Keyword’ search and will 
return all records from MiWaters including that          
Keyword 

• The map and site list to the left will also dynamically 
      update to reflect your search 
• All search functionality returns are based on MiWaters 

‘Sites’, there is no ‘geography search’ 
(ie, searching for ‘Eagle’ returns MiWaters records with that keyword and 
can’t be used to jump to that geography) 
• Results are also limited to the extent of your map 
(ie, zooming into the map will reduce your result list to ONLY what is 
shown on the map) 
• Searches can be cleared utilizing the ‘Reset’ button 

under the Search box 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH 

• Typing an address into 
the General Search bar 
will return a ‘Map Location’ 
result, allowing you to  
Zoom to your area of  
interest 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH 

• The address chosen is shown in red, 
while MiWaters ‘SITES’ are shown in purple 



FINDING A SITE --  ADVANCED SEARCH 

• Clicking on the drop down 
arrow shown displays the 
Advanced Search, including 
fields for Site Name, Address, and  
Town/Range/Section 
 
• Typing ‘Eagle’ into the City 
field results in the following slide 



FINDING A SITE --  ADVANCED SEARCH 



FINDING A SITE --  SELECTING A SITE 

• Once you’ve located your site within Explorer, you can  
select your site either on the map, or on the site list to the left 



FINDING A SITE --  SITE DETAILS 

• Selecting a site in the map or on the site list, launches the Site Details screen, 
providing access to basic information about the site, as well as any associated  
regulatory documents 



• All permit related documents can be found and downloaded 
under the documents tab 

FINDING A SITE --  SITE DETAILS – DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD --  PERMIT 



FINDING A SITE --  SITE DETAILS – DOCUMENT DOWNLOAD --  PUBLIC NOTICE 



FINDING A SITE --  ADVANCED SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 2 
SITE NAME 



FINDING A SITE --  ADVANCED SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 2 
SITE NAME RESULT 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 2 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 2 
MAP LOCATION 



FINDING A SITE --  ADVANCED SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 2 
ADDRESS/CITY 



FINDING A SITE --  ADVANCED SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 2 
SITE DETAILS - PROFILE 



FINDING A SITE --  ADVANCED SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 2 
SITE DETAILS – SITE MAP 



FINDING A SITE --  ADVANCED SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 2 
SITE DETAILS - DOCUMENTS 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 3 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 3 
SITE DETAILS - PROFILE 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 3 
SITE DETAILS - DOCUMENTS 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 3 
SITE DETAILS – SITE MAP 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 3 
SITE DETAILS – SITE MAP 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 3 
SITE DETAILS – SITE MAP 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 4 



FINDING A SITE --  GENERAL SEARCH --  EXAMPLE 4 
SITE DETAILS – COMPLIANCE 



EXPLORING A SITE --  GIS LAYERS 

• Multiple GIS layers and backdrops can be added 
from the two drop down menus in the upper right 
• Features within the layers can be clicked for 
more details 
• A legend is available under the ‘Legend’ tab 

under the search entry 
• Other layers of interest include USACE Section 10  
Areas, Coastal Program Regulatory boundaries, as  
well as information from other DEQ programs such  
as Landfills and Contaminated Sites 



EXPLORING A SITE --  GIS LAYERS 

• If multiple layers are clicked at the same location, 
layer details will be returned for all 



EXPLORING A SITE --  GIS TOOLS 

• Map and GIS tools are located in the upper left of the  
Explorer window, including Manual Zoom In/Out,  
Distance/Area Measurements, Print, and Zoom to State 
• Scale bar is displayed at bottom left of map window 



EXPLORING A SITE --  DISTANCE MEASUREMENT 

• Click once at starting point, and double click  
to complete the distance measurement 
• Units are returned in Feet 



EXPLORING A SITE --  AREA MEASUREMENT 

• Aerial Imagery and an area calculation tool have  
been provided for conducting area measurements 



EXPLORING A SITE --  AREA MEASUREMENT 

• Click once at starting point, click a polygon 
around your area of interest and double click  
to complete the area measurement 
• Units are returned in Acres 



EXPLORING A SITE --  PRINT 



EXPLORING A SITE --  SITE MAP within SITE DETAILS 

• All the same GIS layers and tools are available 
within the ‘Site Map’ tab within the Site Detail window 



EXPLORING A SITE --  SITE MAP within SITE DETAILS 

• Both the 2005 National Wetlands Inventory and the SOM 
Part 303 Final Wetland Inventory are available under the ‘WETLANDS’ 
grouping in the Layers list 
• Other layers of interest include USACE Section 10 Areas, Coastal Program 
Regulatory boundaries, as well as information from other DEQ programs such  
as Landfills and Contaminated Sites 



EXPLORING A SITE --  SITE MAP within SITE DETAILS 

• Features within the layers can be clicked for 
more details 



• If multiple layers are clicked at the same location, 
layer details will be returned for all 

EXPLORING A SITE --  SITE MAP within SITE DETAILS 



EXPLORING A SITE --  SITE MAP within SITE DETAILS 

• Shown are Conservation and Recreation Lands 
and USACE Section 10 Areas 



SELECTING A SUBSET OF SITES --  FILTERS 

• Filters are intended for selecting 
a subset of sites within MiWaters 
 
EXAMPLE:  All Resource Sites, w/ Completed JPA, 

In the Last 90 days 
 

• Data record entry in older 
databases sometimes causes 
clunkiness with results 

 



SELECTING A SUBSET OF SITES --  EXPORT 

• Subsets of MiWaters Sites, 
and their documentation can be 
exported utilizing the ‘Export’ tab 
• Spatial locations can be  
exported into ESRI JSON format 
for use in ArcGIS, or KML format 
for use in Google Earth 
• Site documents are compiled, 
zipped, and sent as one file 
• The bigger the subset of files 
being exported, the slower the 
Export process will go 



For SITE EXPLORER 
Questions: 

 
Chad Fizzell 

fizzellc@michigan.gov 
517-284-5533 

 
 

Anne Garwood 
garwooda@Michigan.gov 

517-284-5535 
 
 

MiWATERS --  SITE EXPLORER 
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