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You Want to be a Transporter? 
All the answers are here! 

Jeanette Noechel 
Liquid Industrial By-Products & Transporter Program Specialist 
DEQ, Office Waste Management and Radiological Protection 

Southeast Michigan District Office 
586-494-5091 or noechelj@michigan.gov 
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DEQ Transportation Regulations 

• Act 451, Michigan Natural Resource and
Environmental Protection Act
– Part 111, Hazardous Waste
– Part 121, Liquid Industrial By-Product

• Act 138, Hazardous
Transportation Act
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Hazardous Material 
US DOT vs Act 138 

• US DOT Hazardous Material 
– Substances (products & wastes) listed in Hazardous 

Materials Table found in 49 CFR, 172.101 
– Materials exhibiting a hazard during transport 
– Hazardous waste is a US DOT hazardous material 

 
• Act 138 Hazardous Material 

– Includes only hazardous waste and liquid industrial 
by-product  
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Hazardous Material  
Implementing Authority 
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Michigan State Police,  
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division  

implements US DOT regulations and inspects US DOT 
hazardous material transporters 
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Hazardous Material (Waste) 
Implementing Authority 

DEQ implements Act 138 and permits              
and registers Act 138 hazardous materials 

transporters, which include hazardous waste 
and liquid industrial by-product transporters. 
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Act 138 Hazardous  
Contacts 

• Act 138 Contacts 
– Sandra Ray – 586-753-3850 

– Jeanette Noechel – 586-494-5091 

– EAC – 1-800-662-9278  
 

• Act 138 Web Information 
– Go to www.michigan.gov/deqwaste and select 

“Transporters” 
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http://www.michigan.gov/deqwaste
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US DOT Hazardous  
Contacts 

• US DOT Contacts 
– Michigan State Police, Traffic Safety Division – 

517-336-6580 
– Intrastate U.S DOT Number Information – 888-

464-8736  
– Michigan Center from Truck Safety – 800-682-

4682  
 

• US DOT web information 
– www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/regs 
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Act 138 Transporter Requirements 
• Permit (3 yr.) & Registration (1 yr.) BOTH 

required for: 
– Hazardous waste transport only 
– Liquid industrial by-product transport only 
– Hazardous and liquid industrial by-product 

transport (both) 
 

• Fleet liability coverage must be maintained for 
accidental occurrences 
 

• MCS 90 endorsement is required to show fleet 
liability coverage 
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Act 138 Transporter Requirements 
• Approval of Act 138 permit

& registration result in
issuance of “Credential” at
left

• Credential must be carried
at all times by transporter &
presented upon inspection

• Credential lists effective
period
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So now what? 
How do I apply for permits and registrations? 

 

The first question you have to ask yourself is, 
what do I intend to transport?   

– ONLY hazardous waste? 

– ONLY hazardous materials, such as fuels or chemical 
products?   

– ONLY liquid industrial by-product, such as used oil? 

– Some combination of these? 
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If you intend to transport only 
Hazardous Waste… 

• The next step is to determine in which Alliance state 
you have the highest percentage  
of miles traveled (such as International Registration 
Percentages (IRP) or International 
Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) mileage).   
 

• The 5 Alliance states are:  Michigan, Ohio, West 
Virginia, Oklahoma and Nevada. 
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If you intend to transport only 
Hazardous Waste… 

• Michigan and Oklahoma are WASTE ONLY states, 
meaning we license only transporters  of waste (not 
product). 

• Ohio, West Virginia and Nevada license for both 
hazardous waste and hazardous waste materials 
transport.   

• For example, if your IRP percentages look like are 
Michigan 21%, Ohio 22%, Indiana 1%, Illinois 45%, and 
West Virginia 11%, which would be the BASE STATE?   

• Answer:  Ohio (22%).  DO NOT COUNT PERCENTAGES IN 
NON-ALLIANCE STATES (Illinois 45%  does not count in 
this instance).  
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Website 
for hazardous waste and 
hazardous material 
applications is  
www.hazmatalliance.org 
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If you intend to transport only Hazardous 
Waste or hazardous materials… 
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If you intend to transport ONLY 
hazardous materials… 

You would choose your BASE STATE In the same 
way, EXCEPT: 
 

• Choose ONLY Ohio, Oklahoma or Nevada  

• Whichever one of the three has the highest 
mileage percentage 
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If you intend to transport ONLY 
hazardous materials… 

Example, if a transporter’s IRP percentages look 
like this, and they are planning to transport ONLY 
hazardous materials, which state would be the 
BASE STATE? 

• Michigan 50%, Ohio 10%, Indiana, 20% West 
Virginia 5%, Pennsylvania 15% 

• Answer:  OHIO.  Michigan has the highest 
percentage but Michigan does not license for  
hazardous materials transportation.  
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Suppose a transporter wants to do 
BOTH hazardous waste and hazardous 

materials transport? 
 • Again, choose your base state based upon the 

highest mileage percentage. 
 

• Example:  a transporter wants to do both 
hazardous waste and hazardous materials 
transport. 
IRP percentages look like this:  which would be 
the correct BASE STATE? 
 

Michigan 25%, Ohio, 22%, Illinois, 30%, West 
Virginia 4%, Pennsylvania 19% 
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Suppose a transporter wants to do 
BOTH hazardous waste and hazardous 

materials transport? 
 • Answer:  Michigan 

 

• So…what’s the difference? 
 

• Ohio, West Virginia and Nevada have a 2 tier 
licensing system.  Hazardous materials is the 
lower tier, and hazardous waste is the higher 
tier.  Michigan and Oklahoma are single tier 
licensing.   
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Suppose a transporter wants to do 
BOTH hazardous waste and hazardous 

materials transport? 
 • Example:  Michigan is the base state, transporter 

wants to do both hazardous waste and hazardous 
materials in Ohio AND Michigan.   

• Submit primary application to Michigan.  This 
would cover hazardous waste in Michigan and 
hazardous materials in Ohio.  But to transport 
hazardous waste in Ohio, you need a  
second tier credential.  Part III of the application 
will be forwarded to Ohio.  
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What will a hazardous waste or 
hazardous materials credential cost? 

• The online application will calculate the fees 

• Base fees for a new applicant (hazardous waste 
or hazardous materials ONLY: 
– $50 processing fee 
– $500 permit review fee 
– $50 fee to obtain a site ID number (only needed 

if the transporter does not already have one 
AND the transporter intends to transport 
hazardous waste 
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Confused? 
Don’t worry about it!!! 

 

• The online application will walk you through 
the steps to submit an application to the 
proper states 

• Questions, call myself or Sandra Ray to walk 
you through the process   

• We can actually SEE your application online to 
help you to make changes 
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Suppose a transporter ONLY wants to 
transport liquid industrial by-product?   

• The liquid industrial by-product application 
process is not electronic yet 
 

• To find the liquid industrial by-product 
applications, go to www.michigan.gov/deqwaste, 
select “Transporters” and then “Liquid Industrial 
By-Products…” 
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Suppose a transporter ONLY wants to 
transport liquid industrial by-product?   

• Required forms include: 
– EQP5122 (registration and permit application) 
– EQP5122A (Attachment A worksheet) 

 

• All forms are fillable and should be completed 
electronically, but can be printed and TYPED 
 

• The fillable form will calculate the registration and 
permit fees for you 
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Suppose a transporter ONLY wants to 
transport liquid industrial by-product?   
• Once you have completed your forms for a liquid 

industrial by-product transporter, please  submit the 
forms, PLUS a copy of your MCS 90 endorsement. 
 

• Fees for a first time transporter are: 

– $50 processing fee 

– $500 permit fee 

– $50 site identification fee (if the transporter does not 
already have a site ID number) 
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Suppose a transporter wants to do BOTH 
hazardous waste and liquid industrial by-product? 

 
• Complete the Alliance application 

• Complete the liquid industrial by-product 
Registration Application and Attachment A 
Worksheet 

• Fees are paid as part of the Alliance application 
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Act 138 Transporter  
Permit/Registration Exemption  

Self transportation: 
 

• Applies only to liquid industrial by-product (not 
hazardous waste)  
 

• Applies only to a motor carrier transporting liquid 
industrial by-product generated on or from 
property or equipment in which he or she owns an 
interest  
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Act 138 Transporter  
Permit/Registration Exemption  
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• Governmental transportation of liquid 
industrial and hazardous waste in vehicles 
owned and operated by government 
employees 
 

• On-site - not on public roadway 
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Hazardous Waste & Liquid Industrial By-
Product Transportation Requirements 

(Rule 403 & Section 12103) 

• Generators must employ only Act 138 permitted & 
registered transporters to transport hazardous 
and/or liquid industrial by-product by public 
roadway 

• Verify Act 138 transporter credential information by 
going to: www.michigan.gov/deqwaste, select 
“Transporters,” and “Participating Transporters” 
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Self Transportation 

• Self transportation of hazardous waste requires Act
138 permit, registration, & fleet liability coverage
unless government employee transporting
government waste in government vehicle

• Self transportation of liquid
industrial by-product may be
exempt from Act 138 permit &
registration, but is subject to
having fleet liability coverage
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Self Transportation 
• Self transport of CESQG waste to HHW 

collection is exempt from Act 138 permit & 
registration if transported in volumes < 55 
gallons in accordance Op Memo 121-2 
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Self Transportation 

• Self transport of CESQG waste to HHW 
collection is exempt from Act 138 permit & 
registration if transported in volumes < 55 
gallons in accordance Op Memo 121-2 
 

• Self transport < 55 gallons without a manifest 
requires explicit records and transport of 
volumes ≥ 55 gallons requires a manifest 
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Questions? 
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Thank you for protecting Michigan’s environment! 
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