16th Annual Great Lakes Beach Association Conference

DROWNING: THE HIDDEN EPIDEMIC

Practical Solutions for YOUR Beach

Bob Pratt
Director of Education
Great Lakes Surf Rescue Project
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Winner of the NDPA's 2012
"l ifesaver of the Year" Award

The Great Lakes Surf Rescue Project
has a single goal TO SAVE LIVES

SURF

RESCUE

PROJECT
CLASSES ~ NEWSROOM  STATISTICS MEMBERSHIPS ~ SUPPORTGLSRP ~ GALLERY

Our teachmg, our data, our passion will live
on in those who share our common goal..

SAVING LIVES!

o

84 Great Lakes Drownings in 2016 VIEW OUR FEEDBACK

Plus 4 Lake Michigan drownings listed in Critical Condition

Join our Mailing List

522 Great Lakes Drownings since 2010 (+/-) Re“i’r;t:ﬁ;mm:f::mﬂi ﬁips

GREAT LAKES, USA - The Great Lakes Surf Rescue Project (GLSRP) announces its

current drowning statistics. In 2016, the GLSRP is tracking 84 Great Lakes drownings.

Overall since 2010, the GLSRP has tracked 522 Great Lakes drownings. Full E
statistics here (74 drownings in 2010; 87in 2011; 101in 2012, 67 in 2013, 54 in 2014,

55in 2015, and 84 to date in 2016). Note: * = (+/-) Awaiting 100% confirmation of
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33 MILLION DOLLARS



City supervisor fired, another
resigns in wake of Warwick City
Park drowning

Probe concludes beach was understaffed by lifeguards when 6-year-old drowned, says
Mayor Scott Avedisian
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Woman Rescues Swimmers Caught in Rip
Current in Lake Michigan

By CATHERINE THORBECKE - Sep 7, 2016, 11:48 AM ET

SOURCE: JONT MUNI
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| CAUGHT ON CAMERA
| EX-LIFEGUARD TO THE RESCUE
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Beaches along Great Lakes to get
life-saving aids

ina 2011 photo provided by the Michigan Sea Grant, & rescos Bne bag and ring bucy ane seen from the Great
Lakes Water Safety Conference 2011 in Gaylord, Mich. An efort 1o prevent people from drowning due 10
dangercss currents along twe Graat Lakes incisdes ivstalling kit with [fe-saving alds including a ring buoy at 10
publs baaches slong Lake Michigan. Michigen Sea Grant ssnnunced Masnday, May 18, 7074, that kv will ba
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Beach Rescue Safety Equipment

for public use in a water emergency i | ] .
Follow the Drowning Chain of Survival : Weal‘ VOUI‘ LIfE JaCket MUSkEgOI‘I!
ta ensure best chance of water rescue / .




Be aware ofcyour ahilities and thesconditions hefore you entercthe water.
When in doubt,
DON’T GO OUT!

|

IIDANGER!!!

UNGUARDED BEACH AREA

Unknown hazards may exist including;

High Waves
Strong Currents
Deep Water

Dangerously Cold Water

Submerged Objects
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HISTORIC GRAND HAVEN

LIGHTHOUSE
& SOUTH PIER

CAUTION

PIER SAFETY IS CRITICAL!
HAZARDS EXIST

 ROBSH SEAS
» HIGH WINDS

* SUPPLRY SURFACES

« DANGEROUS ROCKS BELOW
WATER SURFACE

WATER SAFETY IS cnmau

pmmmmmmm
PIER STRUCTURE

AVOID DIVING OF PIER JUMPING
SEEHIRHN 0 e o A1 SO PN
AVOID BOATING TRAFFIC RSN GG B A P (OREIN

THIS STRUCTURE WAS DESIGNED FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY,

IT IS RECOMMENDED YOU DO NOT PROCEED ONTO PIER STRUCTURE!
PLEASE READ PIER SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS ON THE BACK OF THIS SIGN.
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BEACH RULES
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. No fires
. No glass

|
| - All city ordinances are enforced

M WAR s
% 4 on the heach including: NINGE T .

- Beach closed 10PN to GAM DANGEROUS CURRENTS MAY BE PRESENT T
. Alcohol beverages are prohibited on . pon'T SN NEAR ROCKS OF BREARVEE "

. Dogs must e on @ |eash
. You are responsibe 10 pi
animal fecal matter

. No vehicles 0f heach
o (), POVTED By PORT WASHING

: : . NEVER SWIM ALONE (HAVE A SWItt BUDOY) | — N . .
all public beaches and parking Iots 7 oyiy Takes SEconas T0 OROWA | : -
| CLOSELY) .
atall times  (WATCH CHILOREN . |
ck-up £ YOU ARE CAUGHT IN A DANGEROUS CURRENT . T | ¥ FLAG SIGNAL SYSTEM
e S o momeemiemen == W RED FLAG > NO SWINMING 2]

SWIMMING SAFETY AWARENESs |

NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY | :

SWIM AT YOUR OWN RISK e .
| DO NOT WALK ON SHELF ICE
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HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS
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RIP CURRENTS
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OUTLET CURRENTS STRUCTURAL CURRENTS

= Call for help and
have $omeocna
throw life ring
if available.

Try to make
way to ladder

on breakwall.

RIVER CURRENT >

Baw Chowet Cofioge Py | WCHU 18457



DROWNING? THENFLIP, FLOAT, AND FOLLOW!

Flip over onto your Float to: Follow the safest course
@ Do not fight the current.

@) Follow the current to
assess which way it's

« Keep head above
water.

* Calm yourself down

from fear and panic; flowing. Swim
don’t panic. perpendicular to the flow.
* Conserve your €)Too tired to swim,
energy. continue floating and
try to signal for help.
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WHAT DOES DROWNING LOOK LIKE?
THE SIGNS OF DROWNING

€) FACING SHORE

@ MOUTH AT WATER LEVEL
@ HEAD TILTED BACK

@ BODY VERTICAL

@ CLIMBING LADDER MOTION

MOUTH AT
WATER LEVEL

eHEAD TILTED BACK

FACING L
SHORE =

o BODY VERTICAL

[\

CLIMBING LADDER
MOTION
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GREAT LAKES

ATER SAFETY

CONSORT u M

;

The Great Lakes Water Safety Consortium (GLWSC) is the umbrella group for all water safety organizations and advocates
committed to ending drowning in the Great Lakes, through collaboration, education, and action.

The mission of the GLWSC is to connect all groups and individuals interested in water safety to maximize our collective
knowledge, resources, and actions to END DROWNING IN THE GREAT LAKES.

An official 501c3 nonprofit, the GLWSC is a "community of BEST practice," bringing together more than 200 first responders,
community leaders, park rangers, scientists, meteorologists, survivors, loved ones, and other water safety advocates, including:
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THANK YOUI!!

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it's the only thing that ever has. Margaret Mead

Bob Pratt 517 643-2553
Director of Education www.GLSRP.org
GREAT LAKES SURF RESCUE PROJECT bob.pratt@glsrp.org
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