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Radon Program Overview 

• Non-regulatory Program
• Focus is on Education and Outreach
• Partners include:

− Local Health Departments
− Tribes 
− Michigan Association of Broadcasters 
− Real Estate Agents 
− Home Inspectors 
− NRPP and NRSB Certified Radon 

Professionals 



Education and Outreach 

• Material Distribution
− Radon Test Kits (both short and long 

term) 
− Radon Literature (EPA and DEQ 

publications) 
− Radon Test Results to Local Health 

Departments 
− Testing and Mitigation Information to 

Citizens 
− Lists of Radon Professionals 



Education and Outreach 
• Average of 1,400 Phone/Email Contacts
• Information of Radon Testing
• Interpretation of Radon Test Results
• Radon Mitigation and Measurement

Services
• Real Estate Transaction Assistance
• Landlord/Tenant Assistance
• Daycare License Renewal Assistance
• Media Contacts
• Other Indoor Air Quality Issues



Education and Outreach 
Winter Media Campaign (December 
2015– April 2016) 

• Over 22,835 Public Service
Announcements valued at over $434,537.

− $5.20 returned for every $1.00 invested in the 
media campaign. 

• Over 12,000 Radon Tests Conducted

− 26% ≥ 4 pCi/L 



FY16 Program Highlights 
• McLaren’s Lung Cancer Awareness

Event (November 2015)
• Grand Rapids Home Show

(January 2016)
• Livingston County Radon Summit

(January 2016)
• Lansing Home Show (March 2016)
• Greater Lansing Association of

Realtors (March 2016)
• Earth Day 2016 (April 2016)



Radon Action Month 

• Proclamation from Governor
Snyder

• Social Media
• Revision to Radon Webpage
• Radon Partners Issued Press

Releases and Distributed Test
Kits

• Several Media Requests
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Radon In Michigan 
• 26% Radon Test Results ≥ 4 pCi/L
• 14 Counties have radon averages ≥ 4

pCi/L
• 4,000 mitigation systems installed
• Collaborating with other agencies

looking for trends and targeted radon
testing

• Still working to redefine the Michigan
Radon Map



Over 50% Elevated Test Results in Some Counties! 



Kalamazoo County 

• 2,999 Short Term Test Results
• 268 Invalid Tests
• Highest 137.1 pCi/L
• Average 3.8 pCi/L
• 29% ≥ 4.0 pCi/L
• Zone 1



Cass County 

• 1,030 Short Term Test Results
• 106 Invalid Tests
• Highest 96.9 pCi/L
• Average 3.3 pCi/L
• 27% ≥ 4.0 pCi/L
• Zone 1



St. Joseph County 

• 1,571 Short Term Test Results
• 136 Invalid Tests
• Highest 35.9 pCi/L
• Average 3.7 pCi/L
• 33% ≥ 4.0 pCi/L
• Zone 1



Branch County 

• 2,095 Short Term Test Results
• 200 Invalid Tests
• Highest 76.6 pCi/L
• Average 6.2 pCi/L
• 53% ≥ 4.0 pCi/L
• Zone 1



Calhoun County 

• 3,007 Short Term Test Results
• 249 Invalid Tests
• Highest 56.5 pCi/L
• Average 3.9 pCi/L
• 33% ≥ 4.0 pCi/L
• Zone 1



Eaton County 

• 3,903 Short Term Test Results
• 373 Invalid Tests
• Highest 76 pCi/L
• Average 4.8 pCi/L
• 35% ≥ 4.0 pCi/L
• Zone 2



Barry County 

• Short Term Test Results
• 373 Invalid Tests
• Highest 76 pCi/L
• Average 4.8 pCi/L
• 35% ≥ 4.0 pCi/L
• Zone 2



Radon In Michigan 
• Radon Study

– MDEQ/MDHHS/University of
Michigan

• Update EPA Radon Zones Map
• Estimate lung cancer cases due to

environmental radon exposure
• Project the future impact of mitigation

strategies on lung cancer rates
• Test Kit Return Rate Goal 75%



Mitigation System Check List 



Contact Information 

www.michigan.gov/deqradon 
    Sign up for email updates 

  Follow us on Twitter @MichiganDEQ 

Aaron Berndt 
Michigan Indoor Radon Program 
Radiological Protection Section 
Office of Waste Management and Radiological Protection 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Telephone: 517-327-2618 
E-Mail: radon@michigan.gov
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