Frequently Asked Questions regarding the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and Michigan’s Approach.

We are providing the following answers to some frequently asked questions regarding the GLRI.  We intend to continue to add to this information as more questions arise.  Updated information will be available on our website at www.michigan.gov/deqgreatlakes, click on Protection and Restoration.  U.S. EPA has also provided answers to frequently asked questions which are available at http://epa.gov/greatlakes/fund/2010rfp01/GLRI_questions_010810.pdf.
1. Will State agencies be bundling proposals?  

Initially, you may have heard that state agencies were being encouraged by the U.S. EPA to submit large “bundled” project applications for funding to address specific geographic or focus areas.  Based on the Request for Proposals released from U.S. EPA, all project applications that are included in a particular proposal must be related by some common thread.  U.S. EPA has indicated that bundling for centralized administration of funding is no longer desired.  The individual project funding limitations identified in the RFP guidance clearly reflects the need to submit individual competitive proposals.  

2. What funding is available for state programmatic capacity?

Approximately $10 million dollars has been set aside at the discretion of the U.S. EPA to provide direct funding to the Great Lakes states and tribes for Areas of Concern Program and Lakewide Management Plan programmatic capacity.  This funding will be distributed by U.S. EPA through an allocation formula.  This is the only funding available to the state agencies by U.S. EPA for programmatic capacity.  All project proposals submitted by the state to U.S. EPA may include costs for state agency activities necessary to ensure timely completion of the project.  

3.
Will the state agencies be providing letters of support for individual project 
applications?

The State of Michigan will be conveying directly to U.S. EPA support for all Michigan based project applications from any entity that address one or more recommendations of the MI-Great Lakes Plan.  That general letter will be made available by mid January for applicants to include in their proposal as desired.  Applicants can then identify how their proposal meets the recommendation of the MI-Great Lakes Plan.  


Letters of Commitment

While the State of Michigan will not be providing individual letters of support for specific project applications, the state may provide a letter of commitment for project applications where the state has agreed to provide match funding or staff resources to the project if funded by U.S. EPA.  The state’s involvement in such project may be through direct participation or in-kind contributions.  The letter of commitment will identify the nature and expected level of participation in a project application, identify linkages to the GLRI or associated Michigan Great Lakes restoration and protection plans, and may provide approvals required to perform specific activities on state-managed assets.  The timing for submission of requests for letters of commitment will have an impact on the state’s ability to respond.  Any questions regarding letters of commitment should be directed to the lead agency contact identified in the Framework. 

3. Can I request a state agency to submit my proposal on my behalf or request a state agency to include my project in the state’s application?
The State of Michigan has identified its strategic focus statements and the types of projects the state agencies will be applying for in the Framework.  If you feel your project might address the strategic focus statement or identified projects, contact the lead agency contact to discuss how your project fits into the state agencies’ strategic focus statement.  The lead agency contact will determine whether it is appropriate to include your project in a state application; however, state agencies will not be submitting projects simply on the behalf of others.  

4. I think my project is duplicating a project identified by the state agencies?  What should I do?


You should contact the lead agency contact to discuss your proposal.
5. Will the state agency proposals be more competitive than non-state agency proposals?


U.S. EPA has identified their evaluation criteria and points system for evaluating 
and scoring proposals.  The points system provided by U.S. EPA in their Request 
for Proposals does not provide extra points for state agency applicants or 
applications that include letters of support from state agencies.
6. Should I still apply for a project for a specific funding program identified in the GLRI Funding Guide even though a state agency has indicated it will also apply for projects?

Yes. A state agency submitting a project application does not preclude others from applying for the same project.  

7. I would like to propose a project on state owned assets. Who should I contact?
You should contact the lead agency contact for the funding program you intend to apply for to discuss your project and the process for obtaining approval to conduct the project on 
state owned assets.  Examples of state-owned assets include real estate, bottom lands, easements, right-of-ways, dams, pumps, dikes, etc.
8. What is the purpose of identifying a state agency contact?
We have identified a state agency contact for each GLRI funding program in case you are interested in obtaining more information about the Michigan Strategic Framework focus statement, the state’s projects, or to discuss how your project application might address the Michigan Strategic Framework focus statement and explore possible partnership opportunities.  Applicants are not required to submit their proposals to lead agency contacts and need not contact lead agency contacts unless they chose to do so
