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APPENDIX A  
Natural Resources Commission  

Program Approval  

APPROVED 

September 22, 1977 

Memorandum to 

Re: '*A Proposed Program for Michigan's Coast'*--·  
Approval for Implementation  

Public law 92-583 (Coastal Zone Management Act) provides grant monies for 
coastal states to develop and implement coastal programs "for the manage-
ment, beneficial use, protection and development of the land and water re-
sources of the Nation•s coastal zones." Since 1974, the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources has received grant monies from the United States 
Department of Comnerce-, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
Office of Coastal Zone Management, to develop a coastal program with the 
people of Michigan. Michigan 1s program development effort is summarized 
in a document entitled "A Proposed Program for Michigan's Coast 11 

, 

To develop a program which would be both responsive to federal requirements 
and the challenging needs of Michigan's coastal area. it was necessary to 
fonnalize a str~ng partnership with citizens, local governmental units and 
state and federal agencies. To facilitate this partnership, the Natural 
Resources Corrrnission. on November 19, 1973. appointed a citizens' shore-
lands advisory body to assist in insuring maximum citizen participation in 
the development of a coastal program strategy. In addition, coastal plan-
ning and development regions and local units of government made extensive 
contributions by identifying coastal resource problems and opportunities, 
formulating local goals and objectives for coastal management, participating
in coastal management training and infonmation meetings, and assisting public 
and private agencies and groups with resource management techniques. At 
the state level, a Standing Committee on Shorelands and Water Coordination, 
composed of representatives from the Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources and other state agencies advises the coastal program on policies
and program actions, assuring consistency of state plans and actions in 
the coastal area. 

To gain additional input, a series of 20 public informational meetings and 
10 formal public hearings on Michigan's proposed coastal program were con-
ducted statewide. A sunmary of public hearing co11t11ents and responses is 
appended to the document "A Proposed Program for Michigan's Coast". 

Upon approval by the Michigan Natural Resources Commission. Governor 
William G. Milliken, and the United States Department of Commerce, Michigan 
will become eligible for federal funds to implement provisions of "A Pro-
posed P"?gram for Michigan's Coast". 

At the August, 1977 meeting of the Natural Resources Conmission, staff of 
the Division of Land Resource Programs introduced the proposed coastal 
program. During September 1977, the Natural Resources Commission members 
were forNarded copies of "A Proposed Program for Michigan's Coast" for 
their review. 
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APPENDIX A (Continued) 

In brief, this document proposes the way in Which Michigan will utilize 
information derived duri ng the program development effort to: (I)
direc t program efforts in a defined toastal area boundary; ( 2) assist 
in the implementation of state statutes to carry ~ut the mandates of 
the Michigan Leg i slature; (3) Identify prominent coastal problem and 
opportunity areas; and (4) provide for active program Involvement of 
citizens, local, reg ional, state and federal agencies. 

The coastal program will be directed toward identifying and correct ing 
deficiencies In programs now operating in the coastal area and assist 
in the development and implementation of new and Innovative proqrams to 
improve the delivery of public services, gufde the long-term wise use of 
coastal resources, and reduce program delays and overlap. The primary
thrust of t~ich1gan's program Is .to : (1) provide overall guidance, 
di rection and coordinati on of state agency programs operating In the 
coastal area; (2) direct funding and/or technical assistance toward 
solving coastal problems and Improve coastal recreational ·and economtc 
opportunities; ( 3) develop effective working relationships with federal 
agencies to assure that their actions consider local and state interests;
and (4) develop a strong partnership between state and local units of 
government, supported by grants and techntca1 assistance to strengthen 
resource management techniques at the local level. 

The Division of Land Resource Programs, therefore, recommends that the 
Natural Resources C~isston approve the provisions of Michigan's coastal 
Program as described in "A Proposed Program for Michigan's Coast". 

~0 D~..~~ 
Division of Land Resource Programs 

l have analyzed and discussed this recommendation with the Deputy Dfrectors, 
Bureau Chiefs and staff and we concur. 

~a5~ 
HOWARD A. TANNER 
Director 
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