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Tragedy and Triumph

Historically, the application of septage
waste to land has been problematic at 
best…
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Violations today are the result of a
number of things:

• Ignorance or confusion of the law.
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An approval to build a SWSF is forever.
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I can pump and dump anything!  Right?
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Violations today are the result of a 
number of things:

• Ignorance or confusion of the law.
• Blatant disregard of the law and a belief 

they won’t get caught.
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I’ll never get caught!

• In 2007, 7 “big” cases were resolved.
• DEQ issued finds in excess of $27,000.
• Local courts issued fines over $2,000.
• All major actions are posted on the program 

website.
• Many “minor” violations were enforced by 

local health and the DEQ.
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Minor violations.
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Minor violations.
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• Trying to beat the competition at all costs.
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Tragedy and Triumph

Violations today are the result of a 
number of things:

• Ignorance or confusion of the law.
• Disregard for the law and a belief they won’t get 

caught.
• Trying to beat the competition at all costs.
• Laziness.
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• Incomplete or non existent records.
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Laziness (one of the 7 deadly sins):

• Incomplete or non existent records.
• Non uniform application of septage.
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Non uniform application.



Tragedy and Triumph

Laziness (one of the 7 deadly sins):

• Incomplete or non existent records.
• Non uniform application of septage.
• Stationary dumping.



Tragedy and Triumph

Stationary dumping.
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Laziness (one of the 7 deadly sins):

• Incomplete or non existent records.
• Non uniform application of septage.
• Stationary dumping.
• Land applying on unlicensed fields.
• Not bothering to screen.
• Land applying in winter without getting DEQ 

authorization.
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No authorization to apply in winter.
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Laziness (one of the 7 deadly sins):

• Incomplete or non existent records.
• Non uniform application of septage.
• Stationary dumping.
• Land applying on unlicensed fields.
• Not bothering to screen.
• Land applying in winter without getting DEQ 

authorization.
• No Motor Vehicle Safety inspection.
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No motor vehicle safety inspection.
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Now for the triumph!
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Triumph – Septage Waste Storage 
Facilities

• From this…
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Triumph – Above ground SWSF

• To this!
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Triumph – Above ground SWSF
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Triumph – SWSF
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Triumph – SWSF below ground.
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Triumph – SWSF Lagoons
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Triumph – SWSF Lagoons
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Triumph – SWSF Lagoons
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Triumph – Screening 
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Triumph – Screening
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Vehicles - From this:
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Vehicles - To this:
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Land application.
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Land application.
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Land application.
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Septage Waste Receiving Facilities

• Before amendments were passed there were 
43 SWRFs accepting septage waste.

• A few months after the law passed we only 
had 20 DEQ authorized SWRFs.

• As of today, we have 48 authorized SWRFs.  
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The End
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