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“Imminent Health Hazard”

Significant threat or danger to health that is 
considered to exist when there is evidence 
sufficient to show that a product, practice, 
circumstance, or event creates a situation that 
requires immediate correction or cessation of 
operation to prevent injury based on:

The number of potential injuries, and
The nature, severity, and duration of the anticipated injury



2005 Food Code sec 8-404.11

“Ceasing Operations and Reporting”
-Fire
-Flood
-Extended water or electrical interruption
-Sewage backup
-Foodborne illness outbreak
-Gross insanitary condition
-others that endanger public health



Michigan Food Law 2000, Sec. 2113 

“A food establishment ordered to cease food 
operations under subsection (1) shall not 
resume operations until the director 
determines, upon reinspection, that the 
conditions responsible for the order to cease 
operations no longer exist. The director shall 
offer an opportunity for re-inspection upon 
request of the license holder of the 
establishment.



Emergency Action Plan

Result of the 2003 widespread electrical 
outage in Southeast Michigan



Consistency

In response to multiple jurisdictions 
handling the power outage and 
subsequent boil water advisory 
differently 

Need for a statewide, uniform policy for 
“imminent health hazards” response and 
recovery
Need to define extended interruptions
Need for mass response in large scale 
events that is timely



Where to start

Dependency on potable water
Type and duration of contamination 
resulting from the water interruption,
Any advance contingency planning
Availability of alternate approved 
supplies
Knowledge of Person In Charge



The EAP

This acts as the contingency plan! (with 
preplanning)
Color coded
Hardcopy or online availability
Easy to follow with headings
Available in four languages 
Built for durability and repeated use
Nationally recognized and approved by CFP



Produced by State, Local and 
Industry

Detroit Department of Health and 
Wellness Promotion
Macomb County Health Department
Michigan Department of Agriculture
Michigan Restaurant Association
Oakland County Health Department



Interrupted Water Supply

Defines interruption
Individual vs large 
scale
Addresses 
assessment of 
facility
Procedures for 
response



Response

Handwashing
Bathrooms
Drinking water



Response cont

Cooking
Ice
Drinks
Warewashing



Recovery

Takes into 
account possible 
boil water 
advisories
Type II and III 
disinfection and 
sampling 



Contaminated Water

Boil water advisories 
and onsite coliform
positives
Individual – close
How to boil and no 
chemical treatment



Response

Drinking water
Other beverages
Ice
Food
Washing/soaking



Response cont

Thawing
Handwashing
Warewashing



Recovery

Same as for 
interrupted water



Questions?


