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SUBJECT: Hydraulic Fracturing of Water Wells 
 
Authority: 
 
R 325.1637, Rule 137(3) of the Groundwater Quality Control Rules adopted pursuant to Part 127, Act 368, 
P.A. 1978 (Michigan Public Health Code), as amended. 
 
 
Background: 
 
Hydraulic fracturing (also known as “hydrofracturing” or “hydrofracking”) is a process where liquids or 
gases are pressurized within a confined area of a water well borehole to open existing bedrock fractures or 
part the bedrock matrix to increase permeability.   
 
Hydraulic fracturing in certain geologic settings, or the use of improper methods, may result in well 
contamination.  R 325.1637 of the Groundwater Quality Control Rules states that hydraulic fracturing of 
bedrock is not permitted without the prior written approval of the health officer. 
 
 
General Policy: 
 
When a  private well, Type II or Type III public well, irrigation well, dewatering well, heat exchange well, 
industrial well, or other water well regulated under the Groundwater Quality Control Rules, is proposed to be 
hydraulically fractured, the request for approval shall be directed to the health officer of the local health 
department.  When  a Type I public well is proposed to be hydraulically fractured, written approval shall be 
obtained from the MDEQ, Drinking Water & Radiological Protection Division, district engineer who is 
responsible for issuing the permit under Act 399, P.A. 1976, as amended.  The district engineer shall consult 
with the local health department and with MDEQ Well Construction Program staff before granting written 
permission. 
 
The attached Hydraulic Fracturing Request Review Policy shall be used by the reviewing agency (local 
health department or MDEQ) to process the hydraulic fracturing request.  The reviewing agency’s approval 
or denial for hydraulic fracturing may be transmitted to the well owner or driller using the Hydraulic 
Fracturing Request Approval/Denial Form  which is included in the Hydraulic Fracturing Request Review 
Policy.  
 
 



Policy Support: 
 
The Marquette County Health Department, in cooperation with the Upper Peninsula Office of the Drinking 
Water and Radiological Protection Division, Drinking Water Program, Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) and through its Hydraulic Fracturing Committee, developed the attached Hydraulic 
Fracturing Request Review Policy.   
  
The Ground Water Advisory Committee supports this policy.  For further information, please contact the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, Drinking Water & Radiological Protection Division, Drinking 
Water Program at (517) 335-9216. 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                 

                  
James K. Cleland, P.E., Chief     Date 
Drinking Water Program 
Drinking Water & Radiological Protection Division 
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