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Is project location listed in
CIWPIS system as an area of  

polluted 
sediments or in an AOC?

Is material being disposed in a Type II 
Landfill or U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers CDF or being left on-site with 
clean cover and Deed Restriction  and 
DEQ staff did not request testing?

No Testing
Required
by DEQ

TESTING
REQUIREDDoes DEQ district staff have any knowledge that the 

site is or may be contaminated? 

No

No

Does the applicant
have testing data 
less than 10 years
old which shows

sediments
are clean?

Is the dredge volume 
less than 5,000 cubic Yards 

total?

TESTING
REQUIRED

Yes

Yes

No
Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Is the dredge volume
greater than 1000
cubic yards total?

Will the material be
disposed OFF-SITE?

No

No

Yes

Is material being disposed in a Type II 
Landfill or U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers CDF or being left on-site with 
clean cover and Deed Restriction  and 
DEQ staff did not request testing? No

No Testing
Required
by DEQ

No Testing
Required
by DEQ

Yes

DREDGE TESTING FLOW CHART

Does the applicant
have testing data
less than 10 years
old which shows
sediments
are clean?

No Testing
Required
by DEQNo

Yes

TESTING REQUIRED
OR permit issued with
Liability Declaration

No

Yes
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“Humans are quite bad at 
making complex, unaided

decisions.”

Given limitations of decision making, how 
might we improve decision making 

processes?

My Interests…

McDaniels, Gregory, Fields. (1999). Democratizing Risk Management: Successful Public Involvement in Local Water Management 
Decisions. Risk Analysis. V 19. N. 3. P 497 – 510.
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