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GoalGoal

Help you understand how the Help you understand how the 
DNRE regulates certain air DNRE regulates certain air 
quality matters.quality matters.



Local Air Quality IssuesLocal Air Quality Issues

• Outdoor Burning
• Asbestos
• Odors
• Excess Emissions and 

Fallout
• Dust



DNRE, Air Quality DivisionDNRE, Air Quality Division

• The Air Quality division 
is responsible for 
regulating sources of air 
emissions 

Ensure that Michigan’s 
air meets national 
ambient air quality 
standards and that  
sources of air emissions 
big and small do not 
emit contaminants that 
pose a risk to human 
health or the 
environment.



DNRE, Air Quality DivisionDNRE, Air Quality Division

Clean Air Act

Part 55, of the Natural Resources 
and Environmental Protection Act

Michigan Air Pollution Control 
Rules

Regulatory Authority



DNRE, Air Quality Division

• Headquarters - Lansing
• Southeast MI District

– Oakland
– Macomb
– St. Clair

• Detroit Field Office
– Wayne



DNRE, Air Quality DivisionDNRE, Air Quality Division

• District Office
– Conduct inspections
– Review emission reports
– Review compliance 

certifications
– Respond to complaints



Open Open 
BurningBurning



Who Regulates?Who Regulates?



How is it Regulated?How is it Regulated?

• Air Quality Rules – R 336.1310



How is it Regulated?How is it Regulated?

• Solid Waste Rules – R 299.4128



How is it Regulated?How is it Regulated?

• Local Ordinances
– Can be more restrictive then state 

regulation



Commercial WasteCommercial Waste
•• Burning commercial waste Burning commercial waste 

PROHIBITEDPROHIBITED



Household WasteHousehold Waste

• Persons may burn waste 
from a one or two family 
dwelling 

• Must be in an approved 
container 

• not prohibited locally

DNRE Proposing New Rules that will 
prohibit residential trash burning!



Grass Clippings & LeavesGrass Clippings & Leaves

• Prohibited in municipalities with 
population over 7,500

• Locals can allow via ordinance



Trees & BrushTrees & Brush

• Conducted further than 1,400 feet from 
boundary of city or village

• Not in a listed priority area
• Burn permit may be required



Fire Suppression TrainingFire Suppression Training

• For fire department 
training only!

• Must notify DNRE 
Asbestos 
coordinator 10 
days before event



Agricultural BurningAgricultural Burning

Farms are not allowed to burn:
• Empty fertilizer/pesticide 

packaging
• Manure
• Livestock carcasses

– Bodies of Dead Animals Act
– Burial, incineration, composting, 

rendering



WhatWhat’’s Not Regulateds Not Regulated

• Patio burners/chimneas
• Agricultural Land Clearing
• Outdoor Wood-fired boilers
• Corn Boilers



When is burn permit When is burn permit 
required?required?

• Burning outside of a 
burn barrel

• Ground not snow 
covered

www.michigan.gov/burnpermit



Where to Get Burn PermitWhere to Get Burn Permit

MI DNREMI DNRE

MI DNRE or MI DNRE or 
Local GovLocal Gov

Local GovLocal Gov



Outdoor Wood FurnacesOutdoor Wood Furnaces

• DNRE does not regulate 
residential 

• Commercial units need 
permit if larger than 6 
MMBtu/hr. 

• Recommend local 
ordinance





















For More InformationFor More Information

• www.michigan.gov/deqair (select 
“Wood Burning and Air Quality”)

• Contact OWB manufacturer



Why Should You Care?Why Should You Care?

• MDEQ does not regulate residential 
Outdoor Burning and OWBs

• Improperly sited or operated OWBs 
generate numerous smoke and odor 
complaints

• Unhealthy for you community



What Can You Do?What Can You Do?

• Address the issue
• Help us to educate citizens
• Promote alternatives
• Regulate and Enforce

– Add ordinance language
– Train police and fire officials
– Authorize officials to                        

issue fines and penalties



OrdinancesOrdinances

• OWBs
– Prohibit
– Moratorium
– Restrictions

• Trash Burning
– Prohibit
– Restrictions



Outreach 
Publications



OutreachOutreach

• Website
www.michigan.gov/deqair 
(select “Open Burning Information”)





AsbestosAsbestos



AsbestosAsbestos

• Who Regulates it?
– DNRE
– MIOSHA

• Asbestos National Emission 
Standard for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants (NESHAP)
– Commercial structures
– Demolition/Renovation



Asbestos in BuildingsAsbestos in Buildings

• Demolition: removing load-
supporting member

• Renovation: removal of asbestos 
from components

• Work Practice Standards
• Notification of Intent to 

Renovate/Demolish Form



• Notification of 
Intent to 
Renovate/ 
Demolish



DNRE, Asbestos ProgramDNRE, Asbestos Program

• Receive and review demolition/asbestos 
removal notifications.

• Conducting inspections of asbestos removal 
projects and demolition projects to 
determine compliance with the NESHAP 
regulations. 

• 800.662.9278
• www.michigan.gov/deqair (click on 

“compliance” then “asbestos NESHAP”)



MIOSHA, Asbestos Program

• Assure that the people working with 
asbestos are properly trained and the 
individuals performing asbestos removal 
comply with rules governing the work 
activity.

• 517.322.1320 
• www.michigan.gov/miosha (click on 

“compliance” then “asbestos program)
• Michigan Licensed Asbestos Abatement 

Contractors - View



Fugitive DustFugitive Dust



Fugitive DustFugitive Dust

• What is fugitive 
dust?
– Uncontrolled 

Dust/Particulate

• What are the 
regulations?



Sources of Fugitive DustSources of Fugitive Dust



Trackout and unpaved lotsTrackout and unpaved lots



Street SweepersStreet Sweepers



Construction SitesConstruction Sites



Storage Piles



Facilities That Generate Facilities That Generate 
Fugitive DustFugitive Dust

• Asphalt plants
• Crushers
• Construction sites

– Soil erosion



Fugitive Dust Regulations Fugitive Dust Regulations 
AQDAQD

• Part 55 , ACT 451
– 324.5524 Fugitive Dust Sources or 

Emissions



Fugitive Dust Regulations Fugitive Dust Regulations 
AQDAQD

• Michigan Air Pollution Control Rules
– R 336.1301 Standards for Density of 

Emissions
– R 336.1371 Fugitive Dust Control 

programs other than areas listed in Table 
36

– R 336.1372 Fugitive Dust Control 
Program 

– R 336.1901 Air Contaminant or Water 
Vapor, when prohibited



Michigan Administrative Rule 901

Rule 901.  Notwithstanding the provisions of any other 
department rule, a person shall not cause or permit 
the emission of an air contaminant or water vapor in 
quantities that cause, alone or in reaction with other air 
contaminants, either of the following: 

(a)  Injurious effects to human health or safety, 
animal life, plant life of significant economic value, or 
property. 
(b)  Unreasonable interference with the comfortable 
enjoyment of life and property.



Fugitive Dust Complaints

Residential 
Neighborhood



Controlling Fugitive DustControlling Fugitive Dust

• Wet suppression
• Sweeping
• Calcium chloride
• Manage storage pile 

properly
• Drop distance –

loading/unloading



Resources

www.michigan.gov/deqair 
(“clean air assistance” then “dust and 
fallout”)

www.michigan.gov/deqair 
(“clean air assistance” then “dust and 
fallout”)



Other Air Quality Other Air Quality 
Complaints:Complaints:

Odors, Opacity, and FalloutOdors, Opacity, and Fallout



Visible 
Emissions 
from stacks

Visible 
Emissions 
from stacks



Visible 
Emissions 
from stacks

Visible 
Emissions 
from stacks



Visible 
Emissions 
from stacks

Visible 
Emissions 
from stacks



Opacity Violation or 
Water Vapor?

Opacity Violation or 
Water Vapor?



Fall out



Is control equipment 
operating properly?
Is control equipment 
operating properly?



OdorsOdors
What is the Source?
• Odors from Industrial/Commercial 

Source
• Odors from WWTP or sewers - WB 
• Odors from landfills - WHMD or AQD
• Odors compost - WHMD or MDA
• Agricultural Odors - MDA



ComplaintsComplaints

• AQD Receives Complaint
• Evaluate Situation
• Determine appropriate 

response

• AQD Receives Complaint
• Evaluate Situation
• Determine appropriate 

response



R 336.1901  Air contaminant or water vapor, when 
prohibited.

Rule 901.  Notwithstanding the provisions of any 
other department rule, a person shall not cause or permit 
the emission of an air contaminant or water vapor in 
quantities that cause, alone or in reaction with other air 
contami-nants, either of the following: 

(a)  Injurious effects to human health or safety, 
animal life, plant life of significant economic value, or 
property. 

(b)  Unreasonable interference with the comfortable 
enjoyment of life and property.

R 336.1901  Air contaminant or water vapor, when 
prohibited.

Rule 901.  Notwithstanding the provisions of any 
other department rule, a person shall not cause or permit 
the emission of an air contaminant or water vapor in 
quantities that cause, alone or in reaction with other air 
contami-nants, either of the following: 

(a)  Injurious effects to human health or safety, 
animal life, plant life of significant economic value, or 
property. 

(b)  Unreasonable interference with the comfortable 
enjoyment of life and property.

ComplaintsComplaints



Local issues not regulated Local issues not regulated 
by AQDby AQD

• Noise
• Burning at residence 

indoor/outdoor
• Zoning issues
• Indoor air quality
• Black mold
• Landfills/compost
• Agricultural odors



ContactsContacts

• Wayne County 
– Detroit Field Office 313-456-4712

• Southeast MI 
– Warren District Office 586-753-3732

800.662.9278


