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Huron River Watershed Buffer Initiative
27 February, 2006, through 31 March, 2008

The goal of this project was to coordinate and implement a watershed-wide buffer awareness and
ordinance initiative that addresses the priorities in seven watershed management plans.

The initiative, based on a highly visible and advocacy-based policy initiative, has raised the level
of awareness and discussion on the importance of riparian buffers and started a movement of
passing buffer ordinances at the local level in Southeast Michigan.

Grant Amount: $141,000
Match Funds: $ 54,300 ) '

Total Amount: $ 195,300

Management Practices:

* Developed Model Ordinance for
Riparian Buffers.

* Assisted 4 partner communities in
adopting a buffer ordinance.

» Hosted 4 open houses on good riparian — T WAYNE
management at partner communities. : ey |
* Identified buffer restoration and gy %

. . . | S 2
demonstration sites along Huron River. ‘ R
* Provided technical assistance to small e ‘ MONROE TP

group of individual riparian land owners.
* Interviewed riparian land owners
about value of buffer protection.

G&E Activities: \ Km‘fners involved: \

Huron River Watershed, Lake Erie drainage

* Implemented a coordinated I & E * Green Oak Charter Township
campaign in partner communities on the * Scio Township
importance of riparian buffers * Putnam Township
e 2 direct mail pieces to * Ypsilanti Charter Township
residents. * Huron-Clinton
e 2 print ads in local papers to Metropolitan Authority
complement direct mail pieces. * Livingston County
e Visual tours of buffers in@ * Oakland County
\ partner communities. Nt ) Q/ashfenaw County /




Shorelines need MuUscle

to keep our water clean.

Brought to you by:

Charter Township of Green Cuale 8102311333
Charter Township of Ypsilanti: 734-485-3943
Putnam Tovmshipe 734-878-3131

Seio Township: 7346652123

f ey pelalin

Cover of the educational direct mail
piece sent to residents in partner

communities.

Gethy

What can plant buffers
do for my community?

A plant buffer 18 a wida band of treas, shrubs
and other plants along craak, lake and
river corridors usedta trap ralmwatar
runaff befors It gt INta the waterwaps.
In addition to filtaring cut pollutares

and regulating watar flow rates, buffer
arsas anharca quality of Ife by providing.
recreational areas and floed control.
Green Oak and

Scio Township residents:
get involved in your
local buffer ordinance!

Your towrship offickls recogniza tha Importance

of plant buffers and ars working on a Buffer Ordinance
to protect existing buffers, wih consideration of wayz to.
raplace and restors buffars in seme arsas.

Input from residants iz both 3 wekome and Impartant
part of this process. To find out when the Ordnance
wil be diaumsed by your Plnning Commission or
Towrship Beard, contact:

Chartar Township of Grasn Ouk, (810) 231133

Sia Townehip, (T34) 6452122

You can learn mere about

the benefits of buffers at
www.hrwe.orgl/text/buffer/htm

Huron

River Brought to you by th

Watershed  Ciatar TowraniscrGresn sk
WL Councl s Townap.

Eoveloped by tha Huron Rivar Watarshod Councl with support. fram the
ichigan Departmant of Environmenial Qualkyand USEPA.

Companion Print Ad

March 2008
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Inside panel of the educational direct mail piece.



