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The Lower Grand River Watershed (LGRW) Planning Project was awarded to the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council
who contracted with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. and GVSU’s Annis Water Resources Institute to complete
the two-year project. The goal of the LGRW Planning Project was to develop a watershed management plan outlining
strategies and recommendations to effectively reduce nonpoint source pollution. A Steering Committee provided oversight
and direction to the project while several subcommittees addressed the urban, rural, technical, information and education,
and visionary aspects of the management plan. Additional management plans were created for two pilot project areas:
Sand Creek and Buck Creek Watersheds. Several interactive tools and two guidebooks were created in addition to the
management plans to assist subwatersheds in their individual watershed planning efforts. A LGRW provisional
organization was formed to provide basin-wide oversight, implement regional and watershed-wide initiatives, and
prioritize water quality concerns. Access http://www.gvsu.edu/wri/isc/lowgrand/wit/index.htm for more project details.

Grant Amount: $ 248,791
Match Funds: $ 149.985
Total Amount: $ 398,776
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Watershed Action Plan (WAP)
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The WAP was designed to help watershed managers
prioritize water resource use, pollutants, and pollution
sources and select the most appropriate system of BMPs.
The WAP provides links to information about designated
uses, hydrology, BMP characteristics, and land
preservation techniques and leads the user through the
watershed planning process.

Watershed Assessment Matrix (WAM)
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The WAM is a data management program that organizes
the abundance of research and water quality data by the
136 subwatersheds of the LGRW. The data in the WAM
have been linked to the other interactive planning tools
such as the Watershed Action Plan (WAP) and Watershed
Interactive Map (WIM).

Watershed Interactive Mapping (WIM)

The WIM provides online access to a variety of mapping
layers for the LGRW. Using ArcIMS enables the user to
integrate local data sources with Internet data sources for
display, query, and analysis. Accessible data range from
base information (hydrology, roads) to soils, land
use/cover, and imperviousness.

Watershed Interactive Tool (WIT)
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INTRODUCTION TO THE WIT

TR

The WIT is a web-based interactive tool that provides the
following information regarding the LGRW: watershed
management, natural history, interactive mapping, general
watershed concepts, lesson plans for watershed education,
government resources, and local water 1ssues.

Developing a Watershed
Management Plan in the
Lower Grand River Watershed
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techniques.

The LGRW Guidebook was developed for communities
of the LGRW and outlines the steps of the watershed
management planning process. It was adapted from a similar
document produced by the MDEQ and tailored for the LGRW.
The Guidebook provides tips on how to use the interactive tools,
examples from the LGRW, and identifies the new 319 minimum

- elements for watershed planning. The I&E Guidebook was

created to assist LGRW communities with their individual
outreach campaigns. The guidebook provides information on
target audiences, messages, delivery methods, and evaluation = o
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