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1 Introduction 
The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has developed an Internet-based electronic 
viewing and searching system for the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permits 
processed and issued by the Department.  Specifically, the MDEQ is interested in a one-stop web-based 
application for accessing the most-updated NPDES Permitting Data manage by the State of Michigan.  It 
is the MDEQ’s goal that the public user with internet access will be able to view information that can be 
requested under the Freedom of Information Act (FOI): 

• Issued Permit Information (Permit number, issued date, etc.) 
• Issued Permit Document  
• Facility Data (location, ownership, SIC/NAICS, etc) 

The search will based on specific search criteria (i.e. permit type, county, district, etc.) entered by the 
user.   

In addition to publishing the most-updated data on the NPDES Permits issued, the NMS Online Web 
Inquiry System (OWIS) will also provide most-updated public notices information.  When a draft permit 
is placed on “public notice” in NMS, the draft permit information along with the following associated 
documents (in downloadable in PDF format) will be made available to the public via the NMS Online 
Web Inquiry System at schedule frequency: 

• Public Notice Letter 
• Draft Permit Document 
• Submitted NPDES application  
• Permit Fact Sheet 
• Antidegradation Demonstration or Cooperative Agreement 

It is envisioned that the OWIS will be accomplished as follows: 

• Allow the public user to locate the desired NPDES permit information via searchable criteria 

• Implementation of “Public Notice Permit Web Page” that lists all permits currently in public 
notice period.  

• Publish the most updated NPDES permit information (with associated documents) online 
from NMS database  

• Provide the regulated facilities and the general public with a fast, easy, and efficient way of 
retrieving NPDES Permit information online – a valued-added service from the State of 
Michigan to the regulated community and general public. 

• Save MDEQ resources involved in the NPDES permit information requests under the 
Freedom of Information Act by allowing the general public to retrieve information online. 
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2 System Options Offered by OWIS 
The OWIS allows the users to search the NPDES information managed by the State of Michigan via the 
following:  
 

• Permits on Public Notice 
• NPDES Permit Information 
• Recently Issued Permits 
• Facility Information 
 

Once the MDEQ has published permitting information from Michigan’s State System to OWIS, each of 
these categories can be searched via an individual search page accessible from the Navigation Panel or the 
OWIS Home Page.  The functionality of each of these pages is described in detail in the sections below.  
To begin searching, point your web browser to the OWIS home page. 
 

 
Figure 1: OWIS Home Page 
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3 Permit on Public Notice Web Page 
To access the Permits on Public Notice web page, click the link on the Home Page or the Navigation 
Panel as shown below: 
 

 
Figure 2: Accessing Permits on Public Notice 
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3.1 Public Notice Search Criteria 
 
To search for Permits currently on public notice, enter the desired search criteria.  You may narrow your 
search by applying more than one criteria to your search, including  
 

• Permitting Program 
• Permit Type 
• Category 
• Public Notice Date 
• Permit Number 
• Facility Name 
• County 
• Hydrological Unit Name 
• Action 

 
Once you have selected which search criteria you wish to use, click on the “Search” button in the lower 
right hand corner of the screen to generate search results. 

 

 
Figure 3: Public Notice Search Criteria 
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If you wish to review Groundwater (GW) Permits, NPDES Individual Permits (IP), or NPDES 
Certificates of Coverage (COC) that are on public notice, first select the “Permitting Program,” then use 
the “Permit Type” drop down box and select the permit type in which you are interested. 

 

 
Figure 4: Permitting Program, Type and Category 

3.2 Generated Public Notice Search Result 
This page displays the results for the criteria given on the search page.  After the Public Notice End Date 
has passed, the record will no longer be displayed on this screen.  

 

 
Figure 5: Public Notice Search Results 

 
Only basic information for each Public Notice is displayed.  This includes: 

• Permit Number 
• Facility Name 
• Public Notice Start Date 
• Public Notice End Date 
• County 
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Clicking on the icon to the left of an entry will bring up the Details page for that public notice. (See 
section 2.3 for information on the Details page) 

 

 
Figure 6: Accessing Public Notice Details 

 
If no search results or undesired results are returned, click on the link to return to the Search Criteria 
page. Do not use the browser’s Back button. 
 

 
Figure 7: Returning to Public Notice Search Criteria 
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3.3 Public Notice Details 
This screen displays the details for the selected permit. Information on the Public Notice is displayed at 
the top including  

• Permittee Name 
• Permit Number 
• Permit Program 
• Permit Type 
• Category 
• Supplication Action 
• Notice Date 
• Notice End Date 
• Permit Processor 
• Permit Processor Phone 

 
Information on the associated facility is also displayed.  This includes 

• Designated Name 
• Facility Location Name 
• Address  
• County 
• Hydrologic Unit Name 
• Receiving Water 
• Ownership 
• Latitude 
• Longitude 
• Wastewater Type 

 

 
Figure 8: Public Notice Details 
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Clicking on the ‘Map It’ button will open Michigan’s Department of Information Technology web site 
and display a map of the facility location, based on the Latitude and Longitude of the facility. 
 

 
Figure 9: The ‘Map It’ Button 

 

 
Figure 10: Department of Information Technology Map 

 
 
At the bottom of the page, links to any documents associated with the Public Notice are displayed. 
Clicking the icon to the left of an entry will open the document. 

 

 
Figure 11: Accessing Public Notice Documents 
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4 NPDES Permit Information Web Page 
 
To access the NPDES Permit Information web page, click the link on the Home Page or the Navigation 
Panel: 
 

 
Figure 12: Accessing NPDES Permit Information 
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4.1 NPDES Permit Information Search Criteria 
 
To search for NPDES Permit Information, enter the desired search criteria.  You may narrow your search 
by applying several criteria to your search including: 
 

• Designated Name 
• Permit Number 
• Major Flag 
• Issued Date 
• Effective Date 
• Expiration Date 
• District 
• County.  

 
Once all criteria have been entered, click on the “Search” button to generate search results. 

 

 
Figure 13: NPDES Permit Information Search Criteria 

 
To include information on the permittee or facility in the search criteria, click the button to the left of the 
text ‘Click here for more options’, and enter the desired criteria.  

 

 
Figure 14: Accessing More Search Options 
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Figure 15: Permittee Search Criteria 

 
Available criteria for the Permittee include: 
 

• Permittee Name 
• Address 1 
• Address 2 
• City 
• Zip Code 

 

 
Figure 16: Additional Permittee Search Criteria 
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Available criteria for the facility include: 
 

• Facility Location Name (1-4) 
• Location Address (1&2) 
• Location City 
• Location Zip Code 
• Latitude 
• Longitude 
• Hydrologic Unit Name. 

 
Once all criteria have been entered, click the “Search” button to generate search results. 
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4.2 Generated NPDES Permit Search Result 
 
This page displays the results for the criteria given on the search page.  Clicking the ‘Export to Excel’ 
button will generate an Excel worksheet which contains all search results (not just those displayed on the 
current page). To return to the Search Criteria page, use the browser’s Back button. 
 

 
Figure 17: NPDES Permit Search Results 

 
Only basic information for each NPDES Permit is displayed including: 
 

• Designated Facility Name 
• Permit Number 
• Issued Date 
• Effective Date 
• Expiration Date 
 

Clicking on the icon to the left of an entry will bring up the Details page for that NPDES Permit. (See 
section 3.3 for information on the Details page) 

 

 
Figure 18: Accessing Permit Details 
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4.3 NPDES Permit Details 
 
The screen displays the details for the selected NPDES Permit. Facility information is displayed at the top 
including: 
  

• Designated Facility Name 
• Facility Location Name 
• Address, County 
• Hydrologic Unit Name 
• Receiving Water 
• Ownership, Latitude 
• Longitude 
• Hydrologic/Segment Unit Code 

 
Permit information is displayed including: 

• Permit Number 
• Issued Date 
• Effective Date 
• Expiration Date 
• Permittee Name 
• Permittee Address(1&2) 
• Permittee City 
• Permittee Zip 
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Figure 19: NPDES Permit Details 

 
If there are any documents associated with the NPDES Permit, they will be displayed at the bottom of the 
page. Clicking the icon to the left of an entry will open the document. 

 

 
Figure 20: Accessing NPDES Permit Documents 
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5 Recent Permits Web Page 
 
To access the Recent Permits web page, click the link on the Home Page or the Navigation Panel: 
 

 
Figure 21: Accessing Recent Permits 
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5.1 Recent Permits Results 
This page displays all permits issued within the past 60 days.  This page does not allow searching of 
permits using specific criteria.  

 

 
Figure 22: Recent Permit Results 

 
To search all permits using specific criteria, click the link for the ‘NPDES Permit Information’ page. 

 

 
Figure 23: Accessing NPDES Permit Information 

 
 
An ‘Export to Excel’ button is located on the lower-right hand side of the search results. Clicking this 
button will generate an Excel worksheet which contains all search results (not just those displayed on the 
current page). 

 

 
Figure 24: Exporting Results to Excel 
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After clicking the Export to Excel button, the following window will pop up: 
 

 
Figure 25: Opening Excel File Search Results 

 
Click OPEN to view the file immediately or SAVE to store the Excel file on your hard drive for later 
viewing.  Clicking CANCEL will result in no file being viewed or saved to disk. 

 
Only basic information for each Permit is displayed. Clicking on the icon to the left of an entry will bring 
up the Details page for that Permit. (See section 4.2 for information on the Details page). 

 

 
Figure 26: Accessing Permit Details 

5.2 Permit Details 
This screen displays the details for the selected permit. Information on the Permit is displayed at the top 
including: 

• Permit Number 
• Permit Type 
• Issued Date 
• Effective Date 
• Expiration Date.  

 
Permittee information is also displayed including 

• Name 
• Address(1&2) 
• City 
• State 
• Zip Code 
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Figure 27: Permit Details 

 
 
If there are any documents associated with the permit, they will be displayed at the bottom of the page. 
Clicking the icon to the left of an entry will open the document. 

 

 
Figure 28: Accessing Permit Documents 
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6 Facility Information Web Page 
 
To access the Facility Information web page, click the link on the Home Page or the Navigation Panel: 

 

 
Figure 29: Accessing Facility Information 
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6.1 Facility Information Search Criteria 
To search for a Facility, enter the desired search criteria.  You may narrow your search by applying 
several criteria to your search including 
 

• Designated Facility Name 
• Major Flag 
• District 
• County 

 
Once all criteria have been entered, click on the “Search” button to generate search results 
 

 
Figure 30: Facility Information Search Criteria 

 
To add additional search criteria, click the button to the left of the text ‘Click here for more options’, and 
enter the desired criteria.   

 
Figure 31: Accessing More Facility Search Options 
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Figure 32: More Facility Information Search Criteria 

 
Available criteria for the facility include: 
 

• Facility Location Name (1-4) 
• Location Address (1&2) 
• Location City 
• Location Zip Code 
• Latitude 
• Longitude 
• Hydrologic Unit Name. 

 
Once all criteria have been entered, click the “Search” button to generate search results. 
 



 
 

OWIS User Guide  Revision Date: 02/07/2007   

 Page 27 of 30 

 

6.2 Generated Facility Search Result 
 
This page displays the results for the criteria given on the search page.  To return to the Search Criteria 
page, use the browser’s Back button. 
 

 
Figure 33: Facility Information Search Results 

 
An ‘Export to Excel’ button is located on the lower-right hand side of the search results. Clicking this 
button will generate an Excel worksheet which contains all search results (not just those displayed on the 
current page). 

 

 
Figure 34: Export Facility Information to Excel 
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After clicking the Export to Excel button, the following window will pop up: 
 

 
Figure 35: Open Search Results Excel File 

 
Click OPEN to view the file immediately or SAVE to store the Excel file on your hard drive for later 
viewing.  Clicking CANCEL will result in no file being viewed or saved to disk 

 
Only basic information for each Facility is displayed. Clicking on the icon to the left of an entry will 
bring up the Details page for that Facility. (See section 5.3 for information on the Details page). 

 

 
Figure 36: Access Facility Details 
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6.3 Facility Details 
 
This screen displays the details for the selected Facility. Information on the Facility is displayed at the 
top, including 
 

• Designated Facility Name 
• Major Flag 
• District 
• County 
• Facility Location Name 
• Location Address 
• Latitude 
• Longitude 
• Hydrologic/Segment Unit Code 
• SIC/NAICS 
• Nature of Business 

 

 
Figure 37: Facility Details 

 
Clicking on the ‘Map It’ button will open Michigan’s Department of Information Technology web site 
and display a map of the facility location, based on the Latitude and Longitude of the facility. 

 

 
Figure 38: Facility 'Map It' Button 
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Figure 39: Department of Information Technology Web Site Map 

 
 
 

  


