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The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality proposes to revoke and reissue a discharge 
permit to:  the City of Detroit Water and Sewerage Department, 735 Randolph, Detroit, Michigan 
48226, for the Detroit Wastewater Treatment Plant located at 9300 West Jefferson Avenue, 
Detroit, Michigan 48209.  The permittee, the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department, treats 
municipal wastewater for the City of Detroit, the City of Allen Park, the City of Centerline, the 
City of Dearborn, the City of Farmington, the City of Grosse Pointe, the City of Grosse Pointe 
Farms, the City of Grosse Pointe Park, the City of Hamtramck, the City of Harper Woods, the 
City of Highland Park, the City of Melvindale, Redford Charter Township, a portion of the City of 
Dearborn Heights, a portion of Macomb County, a portion of Oakland County (including the 
Evergreen/Farmington Sewer District and the Clinton/Oakland Sewer District), and sewer 
districts in western Wayne County. 
 
The permittee discharges treated municipal wastewater to the Detroit River in Private Land 
Claim 45, Town 2S, Range 11E, Wayne County.  During some larger wet-weather events or 
when Outfall 049 (the main Detroit River discharge location) is out of service, the permittee may 
discharge treated municipal wastewater to the Rouge River in Private Land Claim 45, Town 2S, 
Range 11E, Wayne County.  During some wet-weather events, the permittee may discharge 
treated combined sewer overflow to the Rouge River in Private Land Claim 317, Town 2S, 
Range 10E, Wayne County; in the NW¼, NW¼, Section 21, Town 1S, Range 10E, Wayne 
County; and in the NE¼, NW¼, Section 9, Town 1S, Range 10E, Wayne County; and to the 
Detroit River in Town 2S, Range 12E, Wayne County.  In addition, during some wet-weather 
events, the permittee may discharge combined sewer overflow to the Detroit River in Town 2S, 
Range 11E, Wayne County, and Town 2S, Range 12E, Wayne County; to the Rouge River in 
Town 1S, Range 10E, Wayne County, Town 2S, Range 10E, Wayne County, Town 2S,  
Range 11E, Wayne County, and Town 2S, Range 12E, Wayne County; to Conner Creek in 
Town 2S, Range 12E, Wayne County; to Fox Creek in Town 1S, Range 13E, Wayne County; 
and to O’Brien Drain in Private Land Claim 455, Town 2S, Range 11E, Wayne County. 
 
The draft permit includes the following modifications to the previously-issued permit:  The final 
effluent limitation for Total Mercury has been changed to 10 ng/l, which is the Level Currently 
Achievable based on a multiple discharger variance from the water quality-based effluent limit of 
1.3 ng/l, pursuant to Rule 323.1103(9) of the Michigan Water Quality Standards.  After initiation 
of Outfall 084, the secondary treated effluent will be discharged from Monitoring Point 084A as 
well as 047F; all effluent limitations and conditions which apply to Monitoring Point 047F will 
also apply to Monitoring Point 084A.  Elimination of quarterly monitoring for Total Cadmium and 
the effluent limitation for Acute Toxicity (with retention of the quarterly monitoring); addition of 
effluent limitations for Available Cyanide and monitoring for Total Copper at Monitoring 
Point 047F.  Elimination of Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Outfalls 001 and 002 located at 
Clairpoint and East Jefferson and Outfall 003 located at Clairpoint and Freud, all of which 
discharge to Connors Creek.  Elimination of CSO Outfall 057 located at Miller Road and Fort 
Street (Baby Creek CSO), which discharges to the River Rouge.  The CSO Outfall 004 located 
at Parkview and the Detroit River is now prohibited from discharge except when bypass is 
unavoidable to prevent loss of life, personal injury, or severe property damage, or there are no 
feasible alternatives to the bypass.  The addition of new requirements and limitations for Fecal  
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Coliform Bacteria and Total Residual Chlorine for all CSO retention basins, and screening and 
disinfection facilities consistent with the State of Michigan CSO policy. 
 
Comments or objections to the draft permit received by September 24, 2007, will be considered 
in the final decision to issue the permit.  Persons desiring information regarding the draft permit 
and/or procedures for commenting, or requesting a hearing should contact Karen Lauterbach, 
Permits Section, Water Bureau, Department of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 30273, 
Lansing, Michigan 48909, telephone:  517-373-1326, e-mail:  lauterbk@michigan.gov.  
 
Copies of the permit application, public notice, fact sheet, and draft permit may be obtained via 
the Internet (http://www.michigan.gov/deqnpdes - click on ‘Permits on Public Notice’ which is 
under the Permits banner) or at the Water Bureau Southeast Michigan District Office located at 
27700 Donald Court, Warren, Michigan 48092-2793, telephone:  586-753-3700.   
 
The multiple discharger variance for Total Mercury is from the Mercury Permitting Strategy for 
Fiscal Years 2005-2009, which may be obtained via the Internet at 
http://www.deq.state.mi.us/documents/deq-water-npdes-rules-Mercury_2004.pdf, or it can be 
obtained at the District Office. 
 


