
How To Get Everything You’ve Ever Wanted 
Out of STORET 

 
This step-by-step tutorial will walk you through a complete STORET session.  In 
Example 1 of this tutorial, you’ll be retrieving all water chemistry data available in 
“Modernized” STORET for the upstream Detroit River station, STORET ID 
820414.  STORET retrievals may also be further restricted to specific 
characteristics (e.g., mercury and hardness), and time ranges (e.g., 2003 data 
only).  Example 1 begins on the following page. 
 
In Example 2 of this tutorial, you’ll be retrieving all water chemistry data 
available in “Modernized” STORET from a specific geographic location of Michigan 
(i.e., Wayne County).  Example 2 begins immediately following the conclusion, at 
step 1.15, of Example 1. 



Example 1: 
 
In Example 1, you’ll be retrieving all water chemistry data available in 
“Modernized” STORET for the upstream Detroit River station, STORET ID 
820414.  Just follow the steps outlined below. 
 
1.1 Go to EPA’s STORET website at www.epa.gov/storet.  The web page is shown 
below.  Once you’re there, click on the link titled Obtaining Water Quality Data.  On the 
image below, an arrow points to the correct link. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.epa.gov/storet


1.2 You should now be at the web page shown below.  Click on the button titled 
“Browse or Download Modernized STORET Data.”  On the image below, an 
arrow points to the correct button. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.3 You should now be at the web page shown below.  Next, click on the link titled 
Regular Results by Station.  On the image below, an arrow points to the correct 
link. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.4 You should now be at the web page shown below.  Next, you’ll need to select the 
correct Organization from the dropdown box.  On the image below, an arrow 
points to this dropdown box.  Click on the dropdown box’s arrow button… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.5 …and select “21MICH” from the list by clicking on it.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.6 Your screen should now look like the image below.  Next, you’ll need to enter a 
Search String.  On the image below, an arrow points to the text box where you’ll 
enter this information.  Given that you’ll be searching by Station ID, you’ll want to 
enter the STORET ID(s) of the station(s) for which you’d like to retrieve data.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.7 The image below is of the same web page as shown in Step 6, above, but a 
STORET ID has been typed into the Search String text box.  Next, click on the 
button titled “Search Stations.”  On the image below, an arrow points to the 
correct button. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.8 A new window will open, and it’ll look like this: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1.9 You’ll now need to do two things:  First, click on the station so that it’s highlighted 

in blue, as shown below.  Second, click on the button titled “Select.”  On the 
image below, an arrow points to the correct button. 

 
 



1.10 Your screen should now look like the image below.  If you’d like to retrieve data 
for additional stations, repeat Steps 7-9.  When you’re done selecting stations, 
scroll to the bottom of the web page shown below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.11 Your screen should look like the image below.  You’ll now need to do two things:  
First, click on “Water” under Activity Medium, to select it.  Second, click on the 
button titled “Continue.”  On the image below, an arrow points to the correct 
button. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.12 Your screen should now look like the image below.  Next, click on the button 
titled “Continue>>.”  On the image below, an arrow points to the correct button. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.13 A new window will open, and the image below shows what it will look like.  Next, 
click on the link titled Download your file now...  On the image below, an arrow 
points to the correct link. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
1.14 And here is a portion of your data retrieval.  All that work for this??  But we have 

ways of transforming it into something useful.  First, notice that your file is a 
tilde(~) delimited text file.   

 

 
 



1.15 Follow the steps outlined below and you’re done! 
 

a) From the window shown in Step 14, above, go to File, Save As, and save 
the file, with a .txt extension, to your Desktop.   

b) Open Excel, go to File, Open, and look for Files of type .txt in your 
Desktop. 

c) Open your file.  When you do, you’ll note that Excel’s Text Import Wizard 
automatically opens.   

d) In step 1 of the Wizard, select “Delimited” file type.  Click Next>.   
e) In step 2 of the Wizard, de-select “Tab,” select “Other,” and enter a tilde (~) 

in the tiny text box to the right of “Other.”  Click Next>. 
f) In step 3 of the Wizard, simply click Finish.  Your file should appear in 

column format and can now be manipulated (sorted) and saved as any 
other .xls file. 

 
 



Example 2: 
 
In Example 2, you’ll be retrieving all water chemistry data available in 
“Modernized” STORET from a specific geographic location of Michigan (i.e., 
Wayne County).  Example 2 assumes you have completed steps 1.1 and 1.2 of the 
previous example.  After completing steps 1.1 and 1.2, just follow the steps 
outlined below. 
 
 
2.3 You should now be at the web page shown below.  Next, click on the link titled 

Regular Results by Geographic Location.  On the image below, an arrow points 
to the correct link. 

 

 
 
 
 



2.4 You should now be at the web page shown below.  Notice that “State/County” is 
the default selection under “Geographic Location.”  This is correct.  You’ll need to 
make three selections on this web page:  one for “State Name,” one for “County 
Name,” and one for “Activity Medium.”  On the image below, arrows point to each 
of the three places on the web page where your selections will be made.  In this 
example, we’ll be changing the “State Name” to MICHIGAN, the “County Name” 
to WAYNE, and the “Activity Medium” to WATER.  Make these three selections 
on the web page now. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.5 After making these three selections, your screen should look like the image 
below.  If it does, scroll down to the bottom of the web page… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.6 Your screen should now look like the image below.  Next, click on the button 
labeled “Continue.”  On the image below, an arrow points to the correct button. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.7 A new window will open, and the image below shows what it will look like.  Note 
that the Number of Results Returned shown on your screen will likely be larger 
than the 174 shown on the screen image below.  Next, click on the button 
labeled “Continue>>.”  On the image below, an arrow points to the correct button. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.8 A new window will open, and the image below shows what it will look like.  Note 
that the size of the report download shown on your screen will likely be larger 
than the 46.5KB shown on the screen image below.  Next, click on the link titled 
Download your file now…  On the image below, an arrow points to the correct 
link. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.9 The image below shows a portion of the resulting data retrieval.  Notice that it is 
a tilde(~) delimited text file.  Next, go to step 1.15 of the previous example in this 
tutorial, for instructions on what to do with the file to make it more user-friendly. 
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