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	U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) – INFORMATION ON PHARMACEUTICAL WASTE AND ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS


I. GENERAL INFORMATION

WHAT IS THE MEDICAL WASTE REGULATORY ACT?  
THE MEDICAL WASTE REGULATORY ACT (MWRA), PART 138 OF THE MICHIGAN PUBLIC HEALTH CODE, REGULATES THE GENERATION, STORAGE, TREATMENT, AND DISPOSAL OF MEDICAL WASTE IN MICHIGAN.  IT WAS ENACTED IN 1990 IN RESPONSE TO MEDICAL WASTE WASHING UP ON THE SHORES OF LAKE MICHIGAN AND LAKE ERIE, AS WELL AS OTHER BODIES OF WATER IN MICHIGAN.  
WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF MEDICAL WASTE REGULATORY PROGRAM (MWRP)?  
THE MEDICAL WASTE REGULATORY PROGRAM OVERSEES REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE PRODUCING FACILITIES, AND IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE MWRA.  
WHAT IS CONSIDERED TO BE MEDICAL WASTE UNDER THE MWRA?  
UNDER THE MWRA, THE FOLLOWING ARE CONSIDERED TO BE “MEDICAL WASTE”:
1) CULTURES AND STOCKS OF INFECTIOUS AGENTS AND ASSOCIATED BIOLOGICALS, INCLUDING LABORATORY WASTE, BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTION WASTES, DISCARDED LIVE AND ATTENUATED VACCINES, CULTURE DISHES, AND RELATED DEVICES.
2) LIQUID HUMAN AND ANIMAL WASTE, INCLUDING BLOOD AND BLOOD PRODUCTS AND BODY FLUIDS, BUT NOT INCLUDING URINE OR MATERIALS STAINED WITH BLOOD OR BODY FLUIDS.

3) PATHOLOGICAL WASTE, WHICH INCLUDES HUMAN ORGANS, TISSUES, BODY PARTS OTHER THAN TEETH, PRODUCTS OF CONCEPTION, AND FLUIDS REMOVED BY TRAUMA OR DURING SURGERY OR AUTOPSY OR OTHER MEDICAL PROCEDURE, AND NOT FIXED IN FORMALDEHYDE.

4) SHARPS, WHICH INCLUDES NEEDLES, SYRINGES, SCALPELS, AND INTRAVENOUS TUBING WITH NEEDLES ATTACHED.

5) CONTAMINATED WASTES FROM ANIMALS THAT HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO AGENTS INFECTIOUS TO HUMANS, THESE BEING PRIMARILY RESEARCH ANIMALS.
AM I REQUIRED TO REGISTER AS A MEDICAL WASTE PRODUCING FACILITY?  
IF YOU MEET THE DEFINITION OF A “PRODUCING FACILITY” AS INDICATED IN SECTION 13807(4) OF THE MWRA, YOU ARE REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN.
I GENERATE A VERY SMALL AMOUNT OF MEDICAL WASTE.  AM I STILL REQUIRED TO REGISTER?  
YES. THERE IS CURRENTLY NO REGISTRATION EXEMPTION IN THE MWRA BASED ON THE VOLUME OF MEDICAL WASTE GENERATED BY YOUR FACILITY.  IF YOU ARE NOT SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED UNDER THE ACT (RESIDENTIALLY-GENERATED, HOME HEALTH CARE, OR AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS), YOU ARE REQUIRED TO REGISTER AND COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE MWRA REGARDLESS OF THE AMOUNT OF MEDICAL WASTE YOU GENERATE. 
Back to Top
II. REGISTRATION
HOW CAN I FIND OUT IF MY FACILITY IS ALREADY REGISTERED?  
CONTACT MWRP STAFF (SEE CONTACT INFORMATION ABOVE) BY TELEPHONE OR E-MAIL.  PLEASE INDICATE THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE FACILITY YOU ARE INIQUIRING ABOUT, INCLUDING ANY PREVIOUS NAMES OR ADDRESSES WITHIN THE LAST 3 YEARS (IF APPLICABLE).

IF I AM NOT REGISTERED, HOW DO I REGISTER MY FACILITY?  
CONTACT MWRP STAFF TO OBTAIN AN INITIAL APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AS A PRODUCING FACILITY OF MEDICAL WASTE (EQP 1700-2).  COMPLETE ALL REQUIRED INFORMATION ON THE APPLICATION AND SEND WITH PAYMENT IN THE FORM OF A CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO THE “STATE OF MICHIGAN” OR INCLUDE A PRINTOUT OF THE PAYMENT CONFIRMATION IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD.  INSTRUCTIONS ON REGISTRATION FEE PAYMENT CAN BE ACCESSED BY CLICKING HERE.

CAN I PAY THE REGISTRATION FEE WITH A CREDIT CARD?  
YES, CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS ARE ACCEPTABLE.  TO SUBMIT A PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD, CLICK HERE AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS.  IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD, A PRINTOUT OF THE PAYMENT CONFIRMATION INFORMATION MUST BE INCLUDED WITH ALL INITIAL AND RENEWAL APPLICATIONS TO AVOID DELAY IN PROCESSING.
HOW LONG ARE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATES VALID?  
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATES ARE VALID FOR THREE (3) YEARS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUANCE.  YOU WILL AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE A RENEWAL APPLICATION BY POSTAL MAIL APPROXIMATELY ONE (1) MONTH PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION DATE ON YOUR CERTIFICATE.  

I LEASE A SUITE IN AN OFFICE BUILDING OWNED BY A SEPARATE ENTITY (LARGE HOSPITAL, ETC.).  CAN I BE INCLUDED UNDER THEIR REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE?  
NO.  IF YOU OWN AN INDEPENDENT BUSINESS AND SIMPLY LEASE AN OFFICE SUITE FROM A SEPARATE ENTITY, YOU ARE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN A SEPARATE REGISTRATION.  THERE IS NO EXCEPTION TO THIS REQUIREMENT.
ARE SCHOOL DISTRICTS REQUIRED TO REGISTER?  
SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHOULD BE REGISTERED IF THEY GENERATE OR STORE REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE AS DEFINED UNDER THE MWRA.  ONLY ONE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR THE ENTIRE SCHOOL DISTRICT.  ALL INDIVIDIUAL BUILDINGS AT SEPARATE LOCATIONS CAN BE COVERED UNDER THE SAME CERTIFICATE.  
OUR FACILITY HAS RECENTLY MOVED.  ARE WE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN A NEW REGISTRATION?  
NO.  YOU MAY CONTACT MWRP STAFF IN WRITING (POSTAL MAIL OR E-MAIL) OR BY TELEPHONE TO UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS.  YOU WILL BE ISSUED AN UPDATED CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION INDICATING THE NEW ADDRESS.

OUR FACILITY NO LONGER REQUIRES A CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION AS OUR CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE CHANGED (OWNER RETIRED, DECEASED, ETC.).  HOW DO WE INACTIVATE OUR REGISTRATION?  
IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED A RENEWAL APPLICATION, UNDER THE “PRACTICE STATUS” SECTION, INDICATE THE REASON YOU WILL NOT BE RENEWING YOUR REGISTRATION AND SEND THE APPLICATION TO THE ADDRESS LOCATED AT THE BOTTOM-LEFT HAND SIDE OF THE APPLICATION.  IF YOU CHECK “OTHER”, ATTACH OR INCLUDE AN EXPLANATION ON THE APPLICATION.  IF “REGISTERED UNDER ANOTHER FACILITY” IS CHECKED, INDICATE THE NAME OR REGISTRATION OF THE FACILITY YOU ARE NOW REGISTERED UNDER.  *NOTE: YOU CANNOT BE COVERED UNDER THE REGISTRATION OF ANOTHER FACILITY UNLESS YOUR FACILITY IS OWNED, OPERATED, OR YOU ARE EMPLOYED BY THE FACILITY PROVIDING THE REGISTRATION.
OUR FACILITY WILL BE UNDERGOING A CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP.  CAN WE CONTINUE TO BE COVERED UNDER THE REGISTRATION OBTAINED BY THE ORIGINAL OWNER?  
NO.  THE REGISTRATION UNDER THE ORIGINAL OWNER SHOULD BE INACTIVATED, UNLESS THE ORIGINAL OWNER MOVED TO ANOTHER LOCATION AND WISHES TO TRANSFER THE REGISTRATION.  THE NEW OWNER IS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE AN INITIAL APPLICATION AND OBTAIN A NEW REGISTRATION.
ARE BODY ART ESTABLISHMENTS REQUIRED TO REGISTER AS MEDICAL WASTE PRODUCING FACILITIES?  
IF THE FACILITY GENERATES REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE (DISPOSABLE SHARPS, BLOOD-SATURATED GAUZE, ETC.), REGISTRATION AS A MEDICAL WASTE PRODUCING FACILITY AND COMPLIANCE WITH THE MWRA IS REQUIRED.  CONTACT OUR OFFICE FOR A REGISTRATION APPLICATION.  BODY ART FACILITIES SHOULD REGISTER AS “OTHER” (TYPE 18) ON THE REGISTRATION FORM.  BODY ART FACILITIES ARE ALSO SUBJECT TO PUBLIC ACT 149 OF 2007, WHICH INCLUDES PERMITTING AND OTHER REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR BODY ART ESTABLISHMENTS.  CLICK HERE FOR A LINK TO PUBLIC ACT 149 OF 2007.

Back to Top
III. MEDICAL WASTE SEPARATION AND DISPOSAL

HOW DO WE FIND A MEDICAL WASTE DISPOSAL COMPANY TO REMOVE, TREAT, AND DISPOSE OF OUR MEDICAL WASTE?  
A LISTING OF MEDICAL WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICES IS AVAILABLE ON THE MWRP WEB SITE (ENTER THE WEB SITE BY CLICKING HERE).  THIS LIST MAY NOT INCLUDE ALL DISPOSAL COMPANIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE.  YOU MAY PREFER TO ATTEMPT TO FIND A COMPANY ON YOUR OWN.  PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE PROPER TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL OF MEDICAL WASTE ORIGINATING FROM YOUR FACILITY IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY ALONG WITH THE COMPANY THAT YOU CONTRACT WITH TO PERFORM THIS SERVICE.  YOU MUST VERIFY THAT THE COMPANY YOU ARE USING IS PROPERLY DISPOSING OF YOUR MEDICAL WASTE.
DO WE NEED TO DISPOSE OF URINE SPECIMEN CUPS AS MEDICAL WASTE?   
NO.  URINE IS NOT CONSIDERED TO BE A REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE.  AS SUCH, URINE CONTAINED IN SPECIMEN CUPS CAN BE FLUSHED INTO A SINK, BASIN, OR TOILET, AND THE SPECIMEN CUPS CAN BE PLACED IN THE REGULAR TRASH FOR DISPOSAL.

ARE BAND AIDS, PIECES OF GAUZE, OR WOUND DRESSINGS CONSIDERED TO BE MEDICAL WASTE?  
THESE ITEMS ARE ONLY CONSIDERED TO BE REGULATED MEDICAL WASTE IF HUMAN OR ANIMAL BLOOD OR BODY FLUIDS ARE CAPABLE OF BEING RELEASED FROM THE CONTAINING MATERIAL.  THIS OCCURS WHEN THE MATERIAL IS SATURATED TO THE POINT OF DRIPPING WHEN SQUEEZED, OR WHEN DRIED, CAKED BLOOD IS CAPABLE OF FLAKING OFF AND RELEASING FROM THE MATERIAL.

Back to Top
IV. FACILITY INSPECTIONS

WHAT CAN I EXPECT DURING AN INSPECTION OF MY FACILITY?  
FACILITY INSPECTIONS GENERALLY CONSIST OF A BRIEF TOUR OF THE FACILITY, FOCUSING ON AREAS WHERE MEDICAL WASTE IS GENERATED OR STORED.  FOLLOWING THE TOUR, SEVERAL RECORDS WILL BE REQUESTED AND REVIEWED.  FOR A LIST OF THE RECORDS YOU ARE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE DURING AN INSPECTION, CLICK HERE.

WHY IS MY FACILITY BEING INSPECTED?  
YOUR FACILITY MAY BE INSPECTED DUE TO A COMPLAINT RECEIVED BY OUR OFFICE, OR RANDOMLY ON A NON-COMPLAINT BASIS BY MWRP STAFF PERFORMING INSPECTIONS IN YOUR AREA.  FACILITIES MAY ALSO BE INSPECTED ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS, WHEN THE FACILITY REQUESTS MWRP STAFF TO PERFORM AN INSPECTION TO IDENTIFY POTENTIAL ISSUES THAT NEED TO BE ADDRESSED.  THE PURPOSE OF THE INSPECTION IS TO VERIFY THAT THE FACILITY IS HANDLING AND DISPOSING OF MEDICAL WASTE PROPERLY AND COMPLYING WITH THE MWRA.  MORE DETAIL REGARDING VOLUNTARY INSPECTIONS IS PROVIDED LATER IN THIS SECTION (SEE BELOW).

HOW DO WE RESPOND TO VIOLATIONS THAT WERE DISCOVERED DURING AN INSPECTION OF OUR FACILITY?  
IF VIOLATIONS ARE DISCOVERED THAT NEED TO BE CORRECTED, MWRP STAFF WILL INFORM YOU EITHER VERBALLY OR IN WRITING FOLLOWING THE INSPECTION AND WILL ALSO SEND A FORMAL LETTER TO THE FACILITY SOON AFTER THE INSPECTION IS COMPLETED.  FACILITIES ARE GENERALLY GIVEN ONE MONTH TO CORRECT ANY VIOLATIONS DISCOVERED, BUT THE COMPLIANCE DATE MAY BE EXTENDED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE INSPECTOR FOR EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES.
I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE AN INSPECTION OF MY FACILITY PERFORMED IN ORDER TO IDENTIFY ANY POTENTIAL PROBLEMS THAT MAY NEED TO BE CORRECTED.  IS THIS POSSIBLE?  
YES.  VOLUNTARY INSPECTION REQUESTS ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED BY MWRP STAFF.  THIS ALLOWS THE REQUESTING FACILITY TO SCHEDULE A SPECIFIC DATE AND TIME TO MEET WITH MWRP INSPECTORS AND HAVE ALL PAPERWORK READY FOR REVIEW PRIOR TO THE INSPECTION DATE.  VOLUNTARY INSPECTIONS ARE CONSULTATIVE IN NATURE AND FOCUS PRIMARILY ON PROVIDING EDUCATION AND INSTRUCTION TO FACILITY STAFF.  EMPHASIS IS NOT PLACED ON ENFORCEMENT, AS WOULD BE THE CASE IN A COMPLAINT-BASED INSPECTION.  AS IS THE CASE WITH ALL INSPECTIONS, FACILITY STAFF ARE ENCOURAGED TO ASK QUESTIONS AND BRING ANY POTENTIAL ISSUES TO THE ATTENTION OF THE INSPECTOR DURING THE VISIT.  IF VIOLATIONS ARE DISCOVERED, THE MWRP WILL WORK WITH THE FACILITY IN ORDER TO GET THEM CORRECTED AND A COMPLIANCE LETTER WILL BE ISSUED WHEN THE VIOLATIONS ARE SUFFICIENTLY ADDRESSED.
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V. RESIDENTIAL SHARPS COLLECTION PROGRAMS

I USE NEEDLES AT HOME FOR SELF-INJECTION AS PART OF MY DIABETIC TREATMENT.  HOW CAN I DISPOSE OF MY USED NEEDLES?  
THE DEQ PUBLICATION, “THE POINT IS….NEEDLES HURT!” (CLICK HERE TO OPEN DOCUMENT), PROVIDES TIPS AND GUIDANCE REGARDING THE DISPOSAL OF HOME-GENERATED NEEDLES.  YOU MAY ALSO ACCESS A LISTING OF RESIDENTIAL DISPOSAL PROGRAMS BY COUNTY BY CLICKING HERE.
OUR FACILITY WOULD LIKE TO ACCEPT SHARPS CONTAINERS FOR DISPOSAL FROM OUR PATIENTS AND/OR LOCAL RESIDENTS AS PART OF A COMMUNITY SERVICE INITIATIVE.  ARE WE ALLOWED TO DO THIS?  HOW DO WE START?  
SEVERAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS, HOSPITALS, PHARMACIES, AND OTHER TYPES OF FACILITIES IN MICHIGAN CURRENTLY ACCEPT PROPERLY CONTAINED SHARPS FROM AREA RESIDENTS.  THE LISTING OF FACILITIES CURRENTLY PARTICIPATING CAN BE VIEWED BY CLICKING HERE.  TO DATE, WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED ANY REPORTS THAT OFFERING THESE PROGRAMS HAS CAUSED AN UNDUE BURDEN ON THESE FACILITIES THROUGH EXPENDITURES OR STAFF RESOURCES, AND OVERALL THE COMMENTS WE HAVE RECEIVED HAVE BEEN VERY POSITIVE.  IT IS A VALUABLE SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY AND A GOOD PUBLIC RELATIONS TOOL FOR THE FACILTIES THAT OFFER THESE PROGRAMS.  IF YOUR FACILITY WOULD BE WILLING AND ABLE TO ACCEPT USED NEEDLES FROM COMMUNITY RESIDENTS FOR DISPOSAL, OR IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT US.  WE WILL ADD THE NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR YOUR FACILITY TO OUR COMMUNITY SHARPS COLLECTION LISTING ON OUR WEB SITE, AND CAN REMOVE IT AT ANY TIME SHOULD YOU NO LONGER WISH TO BE ON THE LIST.  
Back to Top
VI. MEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS

WHAT IS A MEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN? 
A MEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN, WHICH IS COMPLETED AND KEPT ON FILE AT EACH REGISTERED FACILITY, CONTAINS INFORMATION RELATING TO THE HANDLING OF ALL MEDICAL WASTE GENERATED, STORED, DECONTAMINATED OR INCINERATED AT EACH LOCATION OR TRANSPORTED FROM THE PRODUCING FACILITY FOR HANDLING BY ANOTHER FACILITY PRIOR TO DISPOSAL.  SEE SECTION 13817 OF THE MWRA FOR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.  A SAMPLE MEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN IS AVAILABLE ON THE MWRP WEB SITE.  TO LINK TO THIS DOCUMENT, CLICK HERE.
OUR FACILITY HAS MULTIPLE SITES.  CAN WE USE ONE MEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN TO COVER ALL OF OUR SITES?  
YES.  IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 13817 OF THE MWRA, “A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION MAY IDENTIFY AND PREPARE A COMMON MEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR ALL PRODUCING FACILITIES OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE CORPORATION”.  A COPY OF THE COMMON MEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN SHOULD BE KEPT ON FILE AT EACH FACILITY, AND SHOULD LIST THE RESPECTIVE TYPES OF MEDICAL WASTE HANDLED BY EACH FACILITY.
Back to Top
VII. ALTERNATIVE MEDICAL WASTE TREATMENT TECHNOLOGIES
I AM DEVELOPING A NEW TREATMENT METHOD FOR MEDICAL WASTE THAT I WANT TO MARKET FOR USE IN MICHIGAN.  IS THERE AN APPROVAL PROCESS FOR THIS?

YES.  IN ORDER TO MARKET YOUR PRODUCT OR DEVICE FOR USE AS AN ALTERNATIVE METHOD FOR TREATMENT OF MEDICAL WASTE IN MICHIGAN, YOU MUST FIRST OBTAIN AN APPROVAL FROM THE MWRP.  CONTACT OUR OFFICE FOR INFORMATION ON THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THESE APPROVALS.

I WANT TO TREAT MY OWN MEDICAL WASTE AND AM CONSIDERING A NEW TREATMENT PRODUCT I SAW ADVERTISED.  AM I ALLOWED TO USE THIS PRODUCT?
BEFORE TREATING MEDICAL WASTE GENERATED AT YOUR FACILITY OR USING A PRODUCT THAT ADVERTISES USE AS A MEDICAL WASTE TREATMENT DEVICE, YOU MUST FIRST VERIFY THAT THE PRODUCT OR EQUIPMENT IS APPROVED IN MICHIGAN FOR THIS PURPOSE.  A LIST OF CURRENTLY APPROVED ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT PRODUCTS AND DEVICES IS AVAILABLE ON THE MWRP WEB SITE.  CLICK HERE TO LINK TO THIS LIST.  PLEASE NOTIFY OUR OFFICE IF YOU DECIDE TO PURCHASE AND INSTALL AN APPROVED MEDICAL WASTE TREATMENT DEVICE.
Back to Top
VIII. MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES

DOES THE MWRP REGULATE TRANSPORT OF MEDICAL WASTE?  

NO.  TRANSPORTATION OF MEDICAL WASTE IS REGULATED AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (USDOT).  YOU MAY CONTACT SARGENT SUSAN FRIES WITH THE MICHIGAN STATE POLICE AT (517) 336‑6580 FOR INFORMATION REGARDING USDOT RULES AND REGULATIONS, OR VISIT THE FEDERAL USDOT WEB SITE BY CLICKING HERE.
OUR COMPANY IS A MANUFACTURING OR OTHER INDUSTRIAL FACILITY THAT DOES NOT MAINTAIN ANY HEALTH FACILITIES ON-SITE BUT DOES PROVIDE SHARPS CONTAINERS FOR OUR DIABETIC EMPLOYEES IN THE RESTROOMS.  ARE WE REQUIRED TO REGISTER WITH THE MWRP?  
NO.  A FACILITY THAT DOES NOT HAVE A CLINIC OR HEALTH FACILITY ON SITE THAT ONLY GENERATES INCIDENTAL MEDICAL WASTE NOT RELATED TO OPERATIONS IS NOT REQUIRED TO REGISTER AS A MEDICAL WASTE PRODUCING FACILITY.  SHARPS CONTAINERS PLACED IN RESTROOMS FOR EMPLOYEE USE IS CONSIDERED TO BE AN EXTENSION OF HOME-GENERATED MEDICAL WASTE, WHICH IS EXEMPT FROM THE MWRA.  HOWEVER, MIOSHA REQUIRES THE SHARPS CONTAINERS TO BE DISPOSED OF IN ACCORDANCE WITH MWRA DISPOSAL REGULATIONS.  CLICK HERE TO LINK TO THE MWRA FOR INFORMATION ON DISPOSAL REGULATIONS.
Back to Top










Revised 04/27/2011
