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MUNDY TOWNSHIP (WJRT) -- (09/07/10)--Another Genesee County restaurant 
is allowing people who receive food assistance from the government to buy 
meals with their benefits.  

Shap's in Mundy Township is now authorized to accept bridge cards. 

Only three places have this restaurant option specifically for the elderly, disabled 
and homeless only. Federal officials say Puerto Rico and Florida are in the pilot 
process, testing something similar. 

It's part of the former food stamp program now called SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program). 

"To be quite honest, it helps them out, it helps us out," said Shap's kitchen 
manager Brian Gwinn.

It's as simple as that, Gwinn says.

Online records show Shap's in Mundy Township is the 10th Mid-Michigan 
restaurant authorized to accept bridge cards as payment from the elderly, 
disabled or homeless. 

"They go to the store, they get a pop, a candy bar, a bag of chips and that's their 
dinner," Gwinn said. "The program is set to up him them live a healthier lifestyle." 

Gwinn is setting up a special menu with no fried food and the meals with cost 
between $3 and $6 apiece. 

"We're coordinating with MTA and assisted living centers and homeless shelters 
to help even get the people here back and forth daily," Gwinn said. 

In Mount Morris Township at Gillie's Coney Island, they don't advertise it outside 
but they also accept bridge cards. Owner David Gillie know some people just 
don't approve. 

"When people pull out their card at the cash register and the customers behind 
them see it, some of them get quite upset and make snide comments," he said. 

Gillie says he's been offering the EBT option for years.

"Even today, our EBT sales are less then $200 a month," he said.

Waitress Debra Jones sees who it helps firsthand.

"We have a lot of questions about it," she said.

"You can tell they're poor enough to really need them," Gillie said. "It just feels 
good to provide people with a service like that." 

For other restaurant options, click here
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