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Youth in Transition (YIT) funds are available to assist eligible youth, ages 14 to 21 in gaining self-sufficiency.

Counties need to utilize their allocated YIT funds before the end of the fiscal year. Please consider the YIT
needs of all youth and submit those requests to the appropriate accounting office prior to September 30, 2013
in effort to maximize the utilization of these funds.

Expended funds or low funds in counties are not a barrier to serving youth. Funds can be made available if
needed. To request additional YIT funds, county directors can send an e-mail to PalazzoloC@michigan.gov.
Please include the amount requested along with the intended plan for the funds.

YIT policy can be found in FOM 950. The following is a list of approved expenditures for YIT funds:
1. Education

a)
b)
c)

d)
e)
f)
8)

High school tutoring

Summer school to retake a class

Books and supplies for specialized classes such as lab fees, special calculators, uniforms for
classes such as cosmetology, etc.

Expenses for school sponsored educational field trips

Senior expenses

SAT-ACT prep classes and test fee

College application (up to $150.00)

2. Adult Education

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

GED program-cost and materials
Tutoring for GED

Study skills training

Alternative educational programs
Non-ETV college course work
Non-ETV vocational coursework

NOTE: YIT funding may not be used for post-secondary education expenses for students who are receiving
ETV funding or would otherwise be eligible to receive ETV funding. For example, if a youth is receiving ETV, a
laptop needed for education purposes cannot be purchased using YIT.



3. Vocational/Employment
a) Certification courses such as electronic, plumbing, first aid, life guard, etc.
b) Interview clothing (up to $250.00)
¢) Uniforms and footwear
d) Job skill training classes
e) Vocational equipment
f) License/certification fees
4. Computer- lifetime limit of $1500.00 including accessories
5. Independent living training
a) Cooking, laundry, accessing community resources, and financial management
6. Mentoring and Family Connection
7. Housing
a) First month’s rent, damage deposit, and utility deposit (lifetime limit of $1000.00) for those
youth 18-21 who have aged out of foster care.
8. Start-up goods
a) Furniture, cleaning, hygiene, and household goods (lifetime limit of $1000.00) for those
youth 18-21 who have aged out of foster care.
9. Membership fees for sports, community organizations, or associations
10. Transportation
a) Buscard
b) Driver’s training
¢) Vehicle purchase if county allocation allows and does not prevent other youth from being
served (up to $3,000.00)
d) Vehicle repair (up to $900.00)
11. Coalition Building
a) Peer support groups related to independent living (at least 4 youth)
b) Supplies, workbooks, and guest speakers
Items not covered by YIT funds:
1. Entertainment equipment, televisions, video games, stereos, concert tickets
Senior trips
Vacation travel
Pageants and fashion shows
Graduation parties or gifts
Birthday party or wedding expenses
Matching funds for AmeriCorps members
Court costs, probation fines and costs, parking/traffic tickets
Services that can be funded through alternative sources such as school districts or placement
agencies
Please review policy FOM 950 regarding the acceptable expenditures as some details were not listed.
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In addition to some of the above noted changes and enhancements, DHS has an established process to
allow for YIT eligible tribal youth, supervised only by their tribe, access to YIT funds. All inquiries or
requests should be forwarded to Jessica Kincaid for eligibility determination.

If you have any questions regarding YIT or would like additional training or education, please contact Jessica
Kincaid.



