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About COSSA ...

The purpose of the Commission (COSSA) is to 
develop a unified policy and plan of action to 
serve the needs of Michigan’s Hispanic people.  
The law directs the Commission to:

 Y Advise the Governor, the legislature, and  
  the office, concerning the coordination and  
  administration of state programs serving  
  Hispanics.

 Y Make recommendations to the Governor
  and the Legislature regarding changes in  
  state programs, statutes, and policies.

 Y Advise the Governor and legislature of the
  nature, magnitude, and priorities of the   
  problems of Hispanics. Review and advise  
  the Governor and legislature on the State’s  
  policies concerning Hispanic affairs.  

 Y Review and approve grants to be made
  from federal, state or private funds which  
  are administered by the office.

 Y Secure appropriate recognition of Hispanic
  accomplishments and contributions to this  
  State.

 Y Review and approve the Annual Report by
  the Office of Spanish Speaking Affairs.

ON JULY 15, 1975, THE MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR approved Public Act 164, 
which created the Michigan Commission on Spanish Speaking Affairs, the Office on Spanish 
Speaking Affairs and the Interagency Council on Spanish Speaking Affairs. The Governor reinstated 

the COSSA Interagency Council per Executive Order 2003–18.

Commissioners are appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate. Commissioners 
are appointed for three year terms and may be reappointed.



2007 Strategic Plan

The Strategic Plan identifies the areas of priorities 
and annual milestones as established by COSSA and 
provides focus on specific areas for the benefit for all 
of the Hispanic community in Michigan. However, 
the work of COSSA is not exclusive to the areas 
outlined in the Strategic Plan. On occasion issues 
will arise that will require the attention and action 
by COSSA and they stand prepared to address 
issues that impact Hispanics in Michigan.

COSSA aims to be a catalyst for positive change 
and seeks to work proactively with local and state 
leaders in establishing policies and programs with 
the goal of improving the quality of life for Hispanics 
in Michigan. The Strategic Plan 2007–2011 will 
serve as a guide for the important work of the 
Commission.

Strategic Plan 2007–2011
Focuses on three key areas:

Y Economic Development
Y Education
Y Legislative & Civic Engagement



Strategic Plan Priority Areas, 
Milestones and Accomplishments

Priority Area: Economic Development

Goals:
1) Promote economic development and entrepreneurial opportunities for Hispanics

2) Increased economic influence by Hispanics in Michigan
3) Increased personal financial strength of Hispanics



Priority Area: Education

Strategic Plan Priority Areas, 
Milestones and Accomplishments

Goals:
1) Assist in increasing the educational achievement of all Hispanic students from 

pre-kindergarten through college from 2006 levels to pre-determined levels for 2011.

2) Assist in increasing the number of Hispanics entering into the educational 
profession from 2006 levels to pre-determined levels for 2011.



Priority Area: Legislative and
Civic Engagement

Strategic Plan Priority Areas, 
Milestones and Accomplishments

Goals:
1) Legislation that positively impacts the Hispanic community will be approved
2) Legislation that negatively impacts the Hispanic community will be rejected



2007 COSSA  Commissioners

José L.R. Reyna, Chairperson, Kent County

Danette Duron-Willner, Vice-Chair, Wayne County

Arminda Garcia, Secretary, Genesee County

Benjamin Inquilla, Trustee, Allegan County

Debra Rivera-Ehrmann, Oakland County

Freddie Feliciano, Wayne County

Ana Gabriel, Wayne County

Olga Hernandez-Patino, Eaton County

Mike Ramirez,  Cass County

Maria Elena Rodriguez, Wayne County

Henry Sanchez, Ionia County

Leonard Savala, Ingham County

Maria Del Carmen Soto, Jackson County

Michael Espinoza, Saginaw County

Alicia Villarreal, Wayne County
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Marylou Olivarez-Mason, Executive Director

Vicky Potter, Executive Secretary

Ottawa Building, 4th Floor
611 W. Ottawa Street

Lansing, MI 48933

Office Phone: (517) 373-8339
FAX: (517) 373-0176

Website
www.michigan.gov/cossa

Email
cossa@michigan.gov

The Michigan Department of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth is an equal opportunity employer/program. 
Auxiliary aids, services, and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
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