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Leaner, Greener Detroit



Detroit SDAT Context

Detroit is facing a crisis –
long-term job and population loss has 
been compounded by the recent 
collapse of the housing market. 

Detroit’s future depends on:
An economic development strategy 
capable of creating jobs 
A land policy that responds to the reality 
of population change.

Sustainability is critical to both strategies.



What does this mean?

A stabilized, healthy Detroit will need no more than 50 
square miles to accommodate all of its homes, 
apartments, offices, stores, industry, roads, railroads, 
public facilities and open space.

The city must decide what to do with the remaining 88 
square miles.



SDAT Recommendations: Overview

Two driving goals:
Preserve and strengthen Detroit’s urban vitality
Strengthen the local economy and build jobs

Strategies:
Rethink land use policy
Create a new economic sector around food and agriculture
Focus on renewable energy resources and opportunities
Reframe the city’s transportation infrastructure



A leaner, greener, cheaper power bill 
for Detroit

Green Economy Jobs
Labor intensive
Detroit has ideal skillset & infrastructure
Manufacturing wind mills, retrofitting homes & buildings

Energy Security
Long term renewable energy contracts
No more blackouts!
Renewable Energy = stable supply = stable economy

Reduced Pollution
Environmental Equity – all Detroiters must benefit equally 

Renewable Energy



Key Goals and Thoughts for Detroit’s 
sustainable energy future

The wind economy is happening NOW

Detroit as a “net zero” energy city

Focusing financing on energy savings and payback 
timelines

Both model projects and substantive improvements 
can start now

Renewable Energy



Model Projects and Substantive 
Improvements 

Ecovillage w/ mixed income 
housing, other flagship Net Zero 
Energy projects

Building integrated wind

Pilot PHEV programs linked to 
garages with solar rooftops

Offshore Contract RFP

Dealing with the incinerator & 
steam network

Combined Heat & Power systems 
for medical centers

Expand current programs to 
retrofit homes and buildings for 
Energy Efficiency to work towards 
a goal of Net Zero energy use for 
Detroit

Bid now to bring growing wind 
manufacturing industry to Detroit

Reducing poisonous heavy 
metals, and unhealthy air pollution

Renewable Energy 



Where do we go from here?

Energy Audits for key buildings
Workshops/seminars
Technical Assistance to support alternative 
fuel development
Financial assistance
Partnerships
Strategic Action
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