2nd Annual Braille-A-Thon on State Capitol Lawn June 22

It takes a whole village to raise a child.
It takes the whole state of Michigan to educate its blind children. 
Contact: 
Geri Taeckens, accesstherapy@gmail.com or 906-635-3439


Quality Education Team for Students Who Are Blind and Visually Impaired (QET)
June 3, 2010—The  2nd Annual Braille-A-Thon will be held on Tuesday, June 22, on the State Capitol south lawn from 11 a.m. to 3 p. m., hosted by the Quality Education Team for Students Who Are Blind and Visually Impaired (QET).  Everyone is welcome to come celebrate the importance of Braille literacy and skills of blindness. You don’t have to be blind or visually impaired to partake in the many fun activities. There’s something for everyone at any age!

Events include musical entertainment all day, headlining Jamison (Tim Paulding and J.J. Meddaugh) on the east Capitol steps from noon to 1 p.m.  There will be Braille contests for people who are sighted and blind, games, and a scavenger hunt. Dare to go under the blindfold and see if you can find your way—professional orientation and mobility instructors will be there to assist.

The Braille-a-Thon is put on by the Quality Education Team for Students Who Are Blind and Visually Impaired (QET.)  In 2008, a collaboration of blindness-related agencies, consumer groups, professionals, parents, and students came together to address the educational supports and continued needs of Michigan’s blind students, forming the QET.  The Braille-A-Thon is one aspect of the QET’s efforts to raise awareness of the importance of Braille literacy and skills of blindness and how quality education for children who are blind and visually impaired impacts everyone in the state.

Special thanks go to the following agencies that have so generously supported this year’s event with their financial donations, time, and effort.  This year’s Braille-A-Thon will be especially exciting.
Contributors:

American Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired
Glen’s Market, Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Iris Seemore Animal Health Fund, Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Lions Clubs, Michigan Chapters: Ann Arbor Host, Ann Arbor Evening, Oxford, Rudyard, Sault Ste Marie, and District 11
     including Clinton, Eaton, Gratiot, Ingham, Livingston, & Shiawassee
Mid Michigan Braille, Alma, MI
National Office Products, Sault Ste Marie, MI

Event vendors:

AT Guys, Assistive Technology
Deaf Blind Central
Leader Dogs for the Blind
Lions of Michigan District 11 C-2
MEE Inc, Assistive Technology
Michigan Commission for the Blind
Michigan Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired
Michigan Department of Education Low Incidence Outreach Program
Michigan Parents of Children with Visual Impairments
Library for the Blind & Physically Handicapped, MCB, DELEG



Michigan State University
Mid Michigan Braille
National Braille Press
National Federation of the Blind and NFB Newsline
Opportunities Unlimited for the Blind
Quality Education Team for Students Who Are Blind and Visually Impaired
Seedlings Braille Books
Snack Trail Capitol Building Cafeteria
Western Michigan University

For further information contact Geri Taeckens at accesstherapy@gmail.com or 906-635-3439. Sign up to donate or become a vendor for Braille-A-Thon 2011.
###
