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Berrien County: Photovoltaic Installation at Love Creek County Park and Nature Center 

EECBG Award Amount:  $88,000 

 

Date Completed: September 20, 2010 

 

Project Description:  Berrien County installed a 9.5kW photovoltaic system and monitoring kiosk at the Love Creek County Park 

and Nature Center in Berrien County. The Uni-Solar panels are located on the Nature Center building at Love Creek County Park 

at 9228 Huckleberry Road in Berrien Center. The system is capable of generating 12,400-14,400 kWh of electricity per year, and is 

expected to save Berrien County $1,500-$2,000 dollars per year in electricity costs. The cost savings are expected to be sustained 

for at least 25 years. 

A monitoring kiosk displaying the panels’ energy generation and resulting energy savings has also been installed in a public 

area of the nature center and will function as part of an educational display on solar energy. The Love Creek County Park Nature 

Center hosted an unveiling of the project on September 24, 2010.  Second graders from Mars Elementary in Berrien Springs were 

present during the event to learn about renewable energy. View a video of the event at: http://www.facebook.com/#!/video/

video.php?v=10150257541635389 

Renewables 
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Village of Spring Lake: LED Demonstration 

EECBG Award Amount:  $48,800 

 

Date Completed: September 13, 2010 

 

Project Description:  The Village of Spring Lake replaced 175W bulbs with 55W Sylvania LED lamps on all decorative streetlights 

located along M-104 from Buchannan Street to the village’s western limits. The LED kits purchased are an American-made 

product and were installed by a local contractor. Along with using less energy, the LED lamps are expected to last 2-6 times 

longer than conventional bulbs which will reduce maintenance costs.  
 

To fulfill the education requirement of their LED Demonstration grant, the village has recruited volunteers to attach placards to 

the retrofitted light posts, notifying the public of the conversion to LED. These cards will remain on the lampposts for at least one 

year. 

Lighting 



City of Crystal Falls: LED Demonstration 

EECBG Award Amount:  $50,000 

 

Date Completed: September 13, 2010 

 

Project Description:  The City of Crystal Falls replaced 125 existing high-pressure sodium light fixtures with energy efficient LED 

fixtures throughout the city. This project replaced approximately 25% of the city’s streetlights. The city leveraged $12,166 of 

local funds to complete the project.  According to Electrical Department Supervisor Dave Graff, residents have made favorable 

comments about the upgraded lighting and would like to see more! 

Lighting 



City of Grandville: HVAC Upgrade in City Hall 

EECBG Award Amount:  $85,313 

 

Date Completed: September 8, 2010 

 

Project Description:  The City of Grandville replaced the  boiler and retrofitted the  air handler at the city’s Administration    

Building  at 3195 Wilson Avenue  SW in Grandville. The city expects the improvements to  reduce natural gas and electricity             

consumption. 

HVAC 

Digital dampers VAV box plumbing High efficiency boiler 



City of Munising: Lighting and HVAC Upgrade in Ice Arena 

EECBG Award Amount:  $50,000 

 

Date Completed: September 17, 2010 

 

Project Description:  The City of Munising made several energy efficient upgrades to their ice arena. Improvements included      

installing new pumps on chiller, installing a new furnace, and upgrading lighting technologies.  Along with providing better     

energy efficiency and brighter lighting, these upgrades also freed up valuable space in the Ice Arena allowing more room for the 

hockey team locker room areas.  The City plans to post informational signs in the ice arena to promote energy efficiency and 

teach residents about the benefits. 

Lighting, HVAC 

Lighting upgrades Chiller pumps High efficiency furnace 



County of Charlevoix: Lighting and HVAC Upgrade in Ice Arena 

EECBG Award Amount:  $128,707.00 

 

Date Completed: September 15, 2010 

 

Project Description:  The County of Charlevoix reduced energy consumption by replacing five existing boilers with two       

high– efficiency condensing boilers in their county buildings.  As you can see in the photos below, these boilers not only save 

energy, but also save space!  The County also cleaned up their boiler room by upgrading ductwork and adding more efficient 

wiring and controls. 

HVAC 

Before upgrade After upgrade 
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