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News from the MCB Braille and

Talking Book Library (BTBL)

MCB Braille and Talking Book Library
Effective October 1, 2010, the Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (LSBPH) began going by its new name, the MCB Braille and Talking Book Library (BTBL). The name change took effect just in time for the first anniversary of the library’s administrative move to the Michigan Commission for the Blind. The new name focuses on the materials provided by the library, instead of on who qualifies for our service. During the past year, library patrons, commission consumers, and staff participated in the selection of the new name. We also have a new e-mail address. See the related article on page 6.

New e-mail address: DELEG-BTBL@michigan.gov 
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Technology Corner

Scott Norris, Adaptive Technology Librarian

517-373-5516 or norriss5@michigan.gov 

BTBL Computer Club

Computer Club meets on the second Saturday of each month from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the BTBL public service area on the first floor of the Library of Michigan across from the elevators. Call 1-800-992-9012 to register.

Computer Club Schedule 2011

February 12: Braille or Not-Braille Notetakers, presented by MEE, Inc.

March 12: Blogs: What They Are and How to Use Them, presented by Sonya Schryer Norris, Web Administrator, Library of Michigan

April 9: Overdrive and Audible: Listening Beyond NLS, presented by Scott Norris, BTBL Adaptive Technology Librarian

May 7: Where Are We Going? GPS Will Get Us There, presented by AT Guys

June 11: Making Online Reservations: Hotels, Flights and Filling Out Forms, presented by Scott Norris, BTBL Adaptive Technology Librarian

Attend in Lansing in person, or online. See the article at the bottom of page 3 for details.
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BTBL Book Club Debut
We held our first book club meeting on Saturday, September 11, 2010, with a discussion of Maisie Dobbs by Jacqueline Winspear, DB67808. The group meets on the second Saturday of the month from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. in the BTBL public service area on the first floor of the Library of Michigan. If you cannot attend in person you can join us on OPAL; see the article below. Book Club meets on the same day as Computer Club, after a lunch break. Participants suggest titles for future discussion. The person whose nomination is selected is then responsible for providing discussion questions. Titles discussed from October 2010 through January 2011 are listed below. Call 1-800-992-9012 to register.

DB64748 The Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and Daring by Richard Preston

DB61769 Gilt by Association: A Den of Antiquity Mystery by Tamar Myers

DB68066 The Given Day by Dennis Lehane

DB68224 The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery

Attend online

Wondering how to attend the BTBL Computer Club or Book Club in Lansing if you don’t live here? Now you can join us in cyberspace. As of July 2010, Computer Club has been available over the Internet using OPAL, an online interactive meeting room that allows participation via voice or keyboard texting. If you have a computer, speakers, microphone (optional), and an Internet connection, you can take part by logging on at http://www.conference321.com/masteradmin/room.asp?id=rsb8c86b1df295 
Users of the BTBL online room may enter any username they wish. To enter the room, please leave the password field blank. A software plug-in is required for full access. The entry page contains helpful information about the plug-in. A no-plug-in-required web interface also is available for Mac, Linux, and MS users who cannot (or prefer not to) install the software plug-in. Please note, however, that not all OPAL features are available through the web interface.
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Digital Update
Cassette Book Production Ceases

We have reached an important turning point in the transition from cassette to digital Talking Books. As of January 2011, new titles will no longer be provided on cassette. We will continue to circulate older titles on cassette. To stay current, call 1-800-992- 9012 to get your Digital Talking Book (DTB) player now!
Two Digital Player Models Available
The main difference between the DTB standard and advanced models is that the advanced player allows the user to set bookmarks so that a particular passage can be found later. This is a handy feature for students and non-fiction readers. For those who read popular fiction only, the standard machine will suffice. Let your reader advisor know if you want to switch models.
Stop! Then Remove

For best performance of your digital player, be sure to press the play-stop key before removing the cartridge or USB thumb drive.
Returning Digital Books

Now that you are happily reading without the need to turn the digital cartridge over, change the side selector switch, or rewind before returning a book, we do want to emphasize the added responsibility for returning digital books in a timely manner. It will take a few years for our digital collection to grow strong enough to meet everyone’s need, therefore, we have limited the loan period to four weeks per title. If circumstances require extra time on a particular book, please call and ask to have it renewed for an additional two weeks. Student interns are calling patrons with a gentle reminder to return digital books that are overdue by more than four weeks.
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WKAR’s Radio Reading Service Marks 37th Anniversary
In 1972, Dick Estell, WKAR Radio’s then-station manager, had a vision: to provide mid-Michigan residents who were visually and/or physically impaired with a unique and free radio reading service that would provide verbatim readings of several Michigan daily newspapers and fiction/non-fiction books. 
After a year of research and planning and with financial support through grants and foundations secured, the service debuted on October 1, 1973, broadcasting on a sub-channel of WKAR-FM’s signal. 
During October, WKAR’s Radio Reading Service (RRS) celebrated its 37th anniversary. The service operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week and continues to provide access to news and information that RRS listeners use to make informed decisions and, in some cases, to live independent lives. 
RRS volunteers read from the Lansing State Journal, the Detroit Free Press/News, USA Today, and shopping guides. The service also provides other programs including the BBC World Service and the Christian Science Monitor, as well as health and entertainment offerings. 
RRS is accessible only through a special, portable radio receiver that WKAR loans to qualified users at no cost. If you know of someone who lives within a 60-mile radius of Meridian Township and would enjoy this free information service, please contact Brad Walker at: 517-432-3120, ext. 346, or by e-mail at: bradw@wkar.org. For more information about RRS, visit www.WKAR.org/radioreadingservice.
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Long-Time Narrator Retires
Richard Vogt, volunteer narrator and “the voice” of Michigan History magazine since 1992, has turned in his recording equipment and moved with his wife to join family in Minnesota. Richard started recording in March of 1967 with Manual of Darkroom Procedures. His longest recording was Medical/Surgical Nursing, which took 132 hours to complete in 1991. Over the past 44 years, he narrated a total of 804 recordings, which includes magazine issues as well as books. Many thanks and best wishes to Richard and family in the great state of Minnesota! Listed below are the last few titles narrated by Richard Vogt. Call 800-992-9012 to request:

LM 8253 Inside Inside by James Lipton

LM 8257 The Baseball Codes: Beanballs, Sign Stealing, and Bench-Clearing Brawls: The Unwritten Rules of America’s Pastime by Jason Turbow and Michael Duca

LM 8271 Diamond Gems by Ernie Harwell

LM 8272 State Secretaries of State: Guardians of the Democratic Process by Jocelyn F. Benson
New E-mail: DELEG-BTBL@michigan.gov
The Braille and Talking Book Library recently changed e-mail systems, which regrettably caused us to lose the ability to read messages sent to our old address for a few weeks. Over the next few months, e-mail sent to the old address will automatically be forwarded to the new address, after which time messages will bounce back to the sender. Please update your e-mail address book now to avoid delays in the future. To those who sent messages during the months of October and November, please accept our apologies for the delay in any action we should have taken. We hope to have addressed all transactions requested by this point in time. If you are not sure your request was acted upon, call 1-800-992-9012.
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Library of Michigan Foundation
By making a gift to the Library of Michigan Foundation, donors can help the MCB Braille and Talking Book Library (BTBL) better serve thousands of Michigan residents statewide who are visually impaired or have other disabilities. Donors may also opt to provide for the Library of Michigan Foundation in their wills. By doing so, donors are able to make a larger gift than what might be possible during their lifetime, become eligible to receive tax benefits, and enjoy recognition and thanks now for their planned charitable contributions later. To make a gift of support, please send a check to the Library of Michigan Foundation, P.O. Box 30159, Lansing, MI 48909, or contact Joyce Ruttan at (517) 373-2977.

The Library of Michigan Foundation is a non-profit organization which offers financial support to the MCB Braille and Talking Book Library (BTBL) program.
If you would like to receive future mailings and information from the Library of Michigan Foundation, please sign below and return to:
Library of Michigan Foundation, P.O. Box 30159, Lansing, MI 48909.

Check for further information:
Gifts and Bequests
Named Endowed Funds
I have included you in my will
Here is a gift of $ (blank line) to help enhance the MCB Braille and Talking Book Library program.
Signature: (blank line)
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MCB Braille and Talking Book Library

702 W. Kalamazoo St. 

P.O. Box 30007 

Lansing, MI 48909

Free Matter for the Blind

How to Reach the MCB Braille and Talking Book Library (BTBL)

By Phone:

517-373-5614

1-800-992-9012 (toll free)

By Fax:

517-373-5865

1-800-726-7323 (toll free) 

By Mail:

702 W. Kalamazoo St.

P.O. Box 30007

Lansing, MI 48909

By E-Mail: DELEG-BTBL@michigan.gov
The In Focus Newsletter is made possible by your generous donations to the Library of Michigan Foundation. The Braille and Talking Book Library (BTBL); Michigan Commission for the Blind; Michigan Department of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth; is an equal opportunity employer/program. Alternative formats, auxiliary aids, services, and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

