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P A R T N E R  N E W S   

Rebuild Michigan is           
designed to foster  

partnerships, which will  
promote increased energy 
efficiency and renewable  

energy use within  
communities. The program 

focuses on community-based 
energy planning to insure 

that local needs are met and 
that a sustained local effort 

is established. 
 

Community partnerships  
develop comprehensive    

energy use strategies and 
organize a coalition to work 
towards fulfilling community 

energy goals.   
 

The partnerships identify 
energy efficiency 

opportunities in commercial, 
institutional and multi-family 

buildings and encourage 
installation of improvements 

that will yield the highest 
energy and cost  savings. 
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Urban Options and Northern 
Options, under a Rebuild Michigan 
Community Partnership grant, produced 
a series of energy efficiency seminars 
conducted in the Upper Peninsula and 
Lansing, Michigan.  Participants included 
representatives from utility companies, 
bus inesses,  publ ic  inst i tut ions, 
chambers of commerce & downtown 
development authorities. Northern 
Options presented 20 seminars from 
February to April of 2008, while Urban 
Options presented 18 seminars from 
March to May 2008. Topics included 
utility bill understanding and energy 
efficient lighting; over 500 were served 
through these seminars. (Contact: 
J e n n i f e r  B i n k e l y - P o w e r  a t 
jpower@urbanoptions.org) 
 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools has finished their final report 
for participation in the Energy Smart 
Schools program. Plymouth-Canton C.S. 
used $5,895 to implement energy 
education materials as well as efficiency 
practices and products throughout 5 of 
their academic buildings.  Following a 
preliminary analysis of 2 elementary 
schools, Plymouth-Canton is hopeful 
both schools will be approved for 
Energy Star building labels. (Contact: 
Laura Hagan at haganl@pccs.k12.mi.us) 
 
Michigan Energy Office is Offering 
Three New Funding Opportunities 
 

RMCP Proposal: This proposals is for 
pub l i c  and  p r i va te  non-p ro f i t 
organizations to plan and put into action 
a Rebuild Michigan program in their 
community. Rebuild Michigan is 
designed to foster public/private 
partnerships that will promote increased 

energy efficiency and renewable 
resource development and use within a 
community. The Energy Office plans to 
award 2-3 grants totaling $47,583.  
Please contact Tim Shireman at (517) 
2 4 1 - 6 2 8 1  o r  e - m a i l  t o : 
shiremant@michigan.gov to request a 
copy of the RFP. 
 

Challenge Grant: Applicants will propose 
a 10-month plan for securing matching 
funds from coal it ion members, 
stakeholders and other donors and from 
collected activity/event fees during the 
grant period.  Grantees must execute 
their approved 10-month plan and 
expand it to a 3-year plan for becoming  
self-sustaining.  Additional grant tasks 
will be required. This is a 100% cash 
match grant, up to a maximum of 
$15,000.  Any RMCP that has an open 
grant through the Energy Office or a 
new grant award forthcoming on or 
about 10/1/08 from the Energy Office 
will be ineligible to apply. For more RFP 
information please contact Tom Krupiarz 
at (517) 241-6184 or e-mail to: 
krupiarzt@michigan.gov.   
 

Label Incentive: The  Energy Star 
Building Label Incentive program is 
available to organizations having 
applied for the Energy Star Building 
Label.  To receive the Energy Star 
Building Label the building owner must 
benchmark their building(s), have a 
professional engineer verify and prepare 
a statement of energy performance and 
submit a completed application. 
Incentives can only be applied toward 
the professional engineer's fee, and 
may cover 50% of the fee up to $1,000 
per building.  Contact Tim Shireman at 
(517)  241-6281 or  e-mai l  to : 
shiremant@michigan.gov to request an 
application or for more information. 
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►R E B U I L D  M I C H I G A N  PA R T N E R  U P DA T E◄  

Since January 2008 the Rebuild Michigan Program has  
enrolled 35 new public agency partners. The table to 
the right lists the most recent program partners and 
the square footage they have committed to energy im-
provements. The Rebuild MI team completed 
Introductory Energy Evaluations (IEEs) for these clients 
identifying the areas where energy use can be reduced 
and recommending a more detailed technical energy 
analysis if appropriate. 
 
To view the complete list of new clients please go to 
www.michigan.gov/eorebuild and click on Rebuild MI 
Energy Services.  
 
Since January, 1998, 526 school districts, local 
governments, and public housing authorities have 
joined the Rebuild Michigan program.  Enrolled partners 
have pledged more than 104,700,000 square feet to 
energy efficiency projects and have invested over 
$68,000,000 in efficiency projects, with first year 
savings totaling over $9,300,000. 
 
Public building owners that are seeking help in reducing 
their energy use through cost effective improvements 
may contact Tim Shireman at (517) 241-6281 or at  
shiremant@michigan.gov. 

Public  
Agency 

Enrolled Sq. 
Footage 

Bear Lake Schools 43,000 

Casman Academy 19,000 

Kaleva Norman Dickson Schools 143,696 

Pennfield Schools 358,765 

Union City Community Schools 196,982 

City of Ann Arbor 124,269 

Grosse Point Woods 89,710 

City of St. Johns 58,015 

City of Zeeland 81,460 

►T I M E  F O R  T U N E - U P S◄   

Summer is a great time to schedule a HVAC tune-up, which is key in maintaining the performance of your 
system. Because HVAC systems account for so much electric energy use, scheduling regular maintenance 
activities could save up to 30% of the energy consumed by the fan and up to 10% of the energy used for 
space conditioning.  
 
The HVAC tune-up entails a large amount of equipment checks and parts cleaning. Here are just some of 
the items that should be addressed: air filter replacement; cleaning the heat-transfer coils in heat pumps, 
air conditioners, and chillers; inspection of ducts and pipes for leaks or missing/damaged insulation; 
repair of old valves and steam traps; inspection and oiling of fan motors; and removing any obstructions 
to air flow around radiators, convectors or air intakes, and diffusers. When addressing the use of your 
HVAC system, you should also try and identify any areas in your facility that are being unused but are 
being conditioned and consider turning off the HVAC to those areas or closing the vents.   
 
In preparation for the future, remember to have your fuel-fired boiler or furnace checked out at least 
annually before the heating season starts.  
 
For more HVAC information go to:  
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/CIS_EO_GLM_HVAC_156168_7.pdf 



►A T T E N T I O N  R E B U I L D  M I  P A R T N E R  N E W S  S U B S C R I B E R S◄  
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►N A C O ’ S  G R E E N  C O U N T Y  C O M P E T I T I O N S◄  

►F E A T U R E D  P U B L I C A T I O N S◄   

Publications are available via the DLEG Energy Office Publications Page at www.michigan.gov or from above listed URL. 

In an effort to reduce our paper consumption and energy use, the Rebuild Michigan Partner News 
will be going completely electronic starting with the October 2008 issue. If you are one of our pa-
per subscribers, we urge you to continue receiving Rebuild Michigan Partner News by going 
online to www.michigan.gov/energyoffice. Scroll and click “Subscribe to Energy Office Newslet-
ters” under the ‘Newsletters’ section; there you can fill in the required fields and begin receiving 
The Rebuild Michigan Partner News electronically. We thank you for your continued support and 
dedication in keeping the Michigan Energy Office energy efficient and environmentally friendly. 

LED Lighting 
 

This publication explains what a 
light emitting diode (LED) is and 
how they’re being used today.  A 
durable solid-state light that is 
more compact and longer-lasting 
than incandescents, the LED light 
makes for a good alternative; 
however, like most new products 
there are still improvements to be 
made. 

 
http://www.toolbase.org/

Technology-Inventory/Electrical-
Electronics/white-LED-lighting 

EERE Building Technologies 
Program New Website 

 
The U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Office of Building Technologies, 
Energy Efficiency & Renewable 
Energy recently announced the 
redesigned and updated website 
that streamlines information and 
resources for those interested in 
t e c hno l o g i e s  r e l a t e d  t o 
commercial and residential 
building efficiency 
 

http://www1.eere. 
energy.gov/buildings/ 

USGBC: LEED Rating 
Systems 

 
The United States Green Building 
Council explains its Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design 
rating system, or LEED.  This 
r e sou r ce  g i v es  v a l uab l e 
information on what it means to 
be LEED certified and the benefits 
certification has on building 
performance. 
 

http://www.usgbc.org/Display 
Page.aspx?CMSPageID=222 

The National Association of Counties (NACo) has launched two national green competitions for counties 
beginning July 1, 2008 and running through November 30, 2008.  
 

Change the World, Start with ENERGY STAR Campaign — formerly known as the Change A Light 
campaign, it will ask the participants to collect pledges from county employees and residents to not only to 
replace a light with a more energy efficient one, but to choose other means to help save energy (such as buying 
ENERGY STAR approved products, powering-down PCs, or turning down the thermostats).  Office Depot will 
offer a 10% discount to those people who purchase their Office Depot Green Brand Compact Fluorescent 
Lightbulbs©(CFLs) and have made the pledge.  Three winning counties will receive 1,000 CFLs from Home 
Depot. 
 

Drive $marter Challenge — it is estimated by the Energy Information Administration that in 2008, households 
will spend an average of $3,400 on gasoline.  This challenge asks counties to motivate and empower county 
employees and residents to educate themselves on how to reduce gasoline use by keeping their cars in good 
working order, driving less, and driving more fuel efficiently. Three winning counties will receive 1,000 bottles 
each of fuel additive/cleaners from AutoZone. Fuel additive/cleaners are products applied to the fuel system to 
help vehicles be more fuel-efficient. 
 

By participating in these competitions your county will be helping its residents save money and be more 
environmentally friendly at a time when the economy, fuel efficiency, and the environment are on everyone’s 
minds. 
 

For more information on NACo and the Green County Competitions go to: www.greencounties.org/competitions. 
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►E N E R G Y  E V E N T S◄  

Wind Energy and Electric 
Power Transmission 101 

 
 

July 30th  
Doubletree Hotel 

 
 Dearborn, MI 

http://www.nationalwind.org/
events/meetings/wind101.htm 

Illinois Renewable       
Energy and Sustainable 

Lifestyle Fair 
 

August 9th-10th 
Ogle County Fair Grounds 

 
Oregon, IL 

http://www.illinoisrenew.org/
events/2008_fair.htm 

If you would like to receive the newsletter electronically please email Stephanie Epps at eppss@michigan.gov 

Advertise your future 
energy efficient events 

with the Rebuild Michigan 
Partner Newsletter! 

 
*If your school district, community, or local 
facilities are hosting an energy event and 
you would like to advertise your event, 
email your requests to Stephanie Epps at 
eppss@michigan.gov and see your area’s 
event in the next Rebuild MI Partner News. 

Midwest Wind Energy: 
Moving it to the Markets 

 
 

July 31st-August 1st 
Doubletree Hotel 

 
 Dearborn, MI 

http://www.nationalwind.org/
events/meetings/windenergy.htm 

Great Lakes Green 2008 
Residential Green  

Building Conference 
 

August 21st-23rd 
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel 

 
 

 Grand Rapids, MI 
www.greatlakesgreen2008.com 

Great Lakes BIONEERS 
Conference 

 
 

October 17th-19th 
Northwestern Michigan College 

 
 

 Traverse City, MI 
http://www.glbconference.org/ 
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