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Wind Energy In Oliver
Township

By
Brion Dickens

Oliver Township Planning Commission Member
Laker Schools Energy Projects Co-Creator
Wind Energy Dealer/Developer/Educator

Wind Outreach Team Member



The early days of wind in the Township

2002 the “first” wind turbines
in decades, in the Thumb, were
installed. 800 watts total

2004 larger turbines were
desired with help from
incentives or rebates.

2005 the Laker project was
designed

2005-2006 Harvest Wind was
planned. Lakers completed.

2007 Harvest Wind was Built
2008 Harvest Wind Operational
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Oliver Township Zoning

No Wind Zoning existed prior to
2006

My turbine was permitted by vote
of the Twp. Board

Laker Project was “hands off” to
the Township

Twp. Wind zoning completed in
2006

Harvest Wind was made public to
the Twp. in 2006

Township received Harvest wind
special use application in 2006

Oliver Twp wins APA Star award
for Wind Energy Zoning 2007

+  Flat, rural, and largely agricultural
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Oliver Township, Typical Rural Ml Agricultural Twp. (36 Square Miles)



Oliver Twp. Zoning Basics

Five Distinct types of zoned
areas

Agricultural
Rural Residential
Residential
Commercial
Industrial




How is Wind Permitted in these ?

Small Wind (self Use) Utility Scale

e Oliver Twp. defines this as e Any Wind Energy System
the power is used on site de5|gnefj for revenue
and is 160’ or less in over all generation
tip Height

e Laker Schools is exempt

e Qutput of the turbine o
from these classifications

doesn’t matter

e MET towers are treated like
turbines



Agricultural Areas

Self Use under 160’ is
permitted by right.

No special use permit
required

No public hearings

Utility scale is by Special
use permit.

Special Use permit
application must be

submitted with fees and
escrow account

Public hearings required

Voted on by Planning
Board and Twp. Board



Rural Residential

Self use turbines
permitted by right

NO utility scale wind

MET towers for self use
permitted




Residential

* No wind Energy
Systems are permitted

 Roof mounted systems
are allowed if approved
by county building and
zoning

e Go solar!




Commercial/Industrial

Zoning does not permit use at this time but.....

Oliver Twp. has less than 10 acres of Commercial
zoned land

Oliver Twp. has only one Industrial park
These are located in the Wind Exclusion Zone

This is %2 mile N and S of M-142 running E and W
through the Twp.

This is the ONLY likely place for future growth of
any kind and thus wind farms are excluded to
allow space for this activity




Farmland Preservation

Oliver Twp. Is 90%+ AG

Wind Farms “curtail”
housing developers

Wind farms bring additional
income to the “family” farm

Wind Farms will lower Twp.
taxes paid by residents.

Oliver Twp. Is realistic about
our future and is very
supportive of Wind Energy




Township Benefits

Income to land owners
Taxes paid to the Twp.
“mom/pops” Income

Business during
construction

Tourism

Benefits to the School
and other Taxation
entities

County benefits
Clean energy




So, How does the Community
feell

Let’s start Phase 2!!1



Community Issues?

Lakers was flying and
excepted locally before the
Harvest Wind farm was
Announced

Less than a dozen people
attended the public
hearings

To date nobody has
Complained to the Twp. or
to the land owners

Several thousand people
have visited Lakers and the
Wind Farm in the last 3
years with praise and
thanks




Pictures of the Project
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