
 

 

During 2009, Rebuild MI Community Partnerships (RMCPs) focused on community-based energy 
planning to insure that local needs were met and a sustained local effort was established.  RMCP 
Mecosta County completed 10 introductory energy evaluations (IEEs) and a technical energy analysis 
(TEA) with assistance from students from Ferris State University’s heating, ventilation and air condition-
ing department.  RMCP City of Wyandotte completed five IEEs and three TEAs.  The three TEAs, for a 
public school and two business facilities, identified $69,120 worth of energy projects.  Measures 
covered lighting, HVAC, domestic hot water and refrigeration.  RMCP WARM Training Center (Detroit) 
hosted 19 workshops for commercial building owners on energy efficiency.  The workshops were 
attended by over 300 building owners. RMCP Lake Superior State University complete three IEEs for a 
public school, public library and restaurant.  RMCP Escanaba Public Housing Commission hosted an 
energy performance contracting seminar for several Michigan-based public housing commissions as 
well as hosting three energy accounting workshops.  RMCP MI Energy Options (E. Lansing & Marquette) 
hosted energy efficiency workshops for more than 900 participants representing utility companies, 
local governments, schools, hospitals, hotels, contractors/builders, small businesses, chambers of 
commerce and downtown development authorities.  RMCP MI GREEN (Livingston County) completed 
12 IEEs and one TEA for commercial and public building owners.  MI GREEN provided financing for a 
community library to upgrade most of the library’s lighting with a 
payback on investment under four years.  RMCPs develop 
comprehensive energy use strategies and organize coalitions to 
work towards fulfilling community energy goals. Since January of 
2009, the Rebuild MI program has enrolled 56 new public agency 
partners.  Since the program began in January 1998, 629 school 
districts, local governments and public housing authorities have 
joined the Rebuild MI program, enrolling partners that have 
pledged more than 118,000,000 square feet of building space to 
energy efficiency projects.   
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2009 In Quick Review 
The RM program team completed 98 
IEEs for clients in addition to providing 
the clients with a project planning 
meeting. During the 2009 program year, 
10 client projects provided more than a 
$20 million investment in building energy 
efficiency.  The program began in 1998 
and now has realized more than $100 
million invested in energy efficiency 
projects by clients.   

 

 
RMCP Technical Coordinators 

 
Seven RMCPs received grants to fund and train new part-time technical coordinators to assist in 
conducting Introductory Energy Evaluations (IEEs) and related project support services for commer-
cial building owners.  Delta Institute, MI Energy Options, WARM Training Center, Upland Hills Ecologi-
cal Awareness Center and Clean Energy Coalition received grants from the Bureau of Energy Systems 
to designate an existing employee to serve as a technical coordinator to market program services to 
business owners in the community.  The technical coordinators will assist with  enrolling  building 
owners in Rebuild Michigan program, collecting building utility data (electric and heating) for a utility 
bill analysis and preparing  IEE reports.   Additionally, the coordinators  will help develop and imple-
ment a strategy for building added community support for the partnership’s ongoing activities 
including a possible linkage with the Michigan Saves program, which offers attractive energy effi-
ciency project financing. The grants end August 2010.  

 

RMCP Challenge Grants:  Case Study 

A $15,000 challenge grant was awarded to RMCP WARM Training Center (Detroit) to assist with 
promoting energy efficiency and renewable energy use within Wayne County. They used grant and 
match funds to develop a series of workshops focusing on educating commercial building owners, 
contractors and organization leaders on the triple bottom line benefits of energy efficiency, alterna-
tive fuels and sustainable communities.  The workshops were fee-based and WARM, committed to 
continuing this workshop series, has presented them in neighboring suburbs of Detroit.  To maintain 
sustainability of the RMCP, the challenge grant led to a change in providing free IEE and TEA services.  
WARM developed a business model for energy audit fees to commercial building owners and 
implemented that model in 2009. The Rebuild MI/Detroit program has accelerated the promotion of 
energy efficiency in Detroit through the award of a Sustainable Design Assistance Team (SDAT) visit 
with the National American Institute of Architects (AIA) laying the groundwork for  creating a Green 
Zone joining several contiguous neighborhoods within Detroit to implement energy efficiency 
strategies developed from the SDAT planning.    
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