	Subject:  Other


	Topic:  Accident Rates for Warehouses


	Question:  What is considered a normal range of accidents in a warehouse setting?

	Answer:  First of all the answer would depend on what you define as an accident.  Is that an accident with a powered industrial truck or some other type of physical accident or are you referring to the number of employees being injured.  There is no published data from OSHA or MIOSHA that would be considered a normal range of accidents in a warehouse setting based upon accidents such as with powered industrial trucks.  However, OSHA and MIOSHA do track Incidence Rates of Non Fatal Occupational Injuries and Illnesses by industry and case type.   These rates are specific for the each businesses identified under North American Industrial Classification Standards (NAICS) code.  The NAICS code for General Warehouse and Storage is 4931.  In 2008 the latest year available for OSHA data, the average Days Away from Work -Job Restriction and Transfers (DART) rate for your industry was 4.8.  The average Total Number of Recordable Cases (TCIR) for your industry was 6.8.  By calculating the DART and TCIR rates for your facility from your recordkeeping logs of occupational illness and injury we could determine if you were above or below Federal and Michigan averages.  Calculating your injury rate is one of the many items covered as part of an overall facility evaluation by the Consultation, Education and Training (CET) Divisions on-site services.  Once your facility injury rates are calculated, you can determine if your rate is better than or worse than the industry average.  If worse, then your company may be paying higher worker compensation premiums and higher than average direct medical costs (as well as indirect costs such as poor morale, cost of retraining new workers, lost productivity, etc.) and these costs will adversely affect your bottom line profitability.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule: N/A


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Additional Resources:  Administrative Rule 11. Recording and Recording and Reporting of Occupational Injuries and Illnesses 

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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