	Subject:  Cranes


	Topic:  Revised Lifting & Digging Standard


	Question:  I am trying to understand the new rules for cranes & digger derricks, do you have a simplified version or can you spell out how this will affect municipal utilities?  In reading the new standard on digger derricks it sounds like we are exempt but then again when you read another paragraph it could be different, when they say materials related to items mounted on the poles, (transformer, brackets that have to be hoisted) I would think that if you are using the truck to hoist equipment or materials overhead or in a horizontal plane we would have to follow the standards for cranes, we also have a mobile crane so would we be exempt as a utility.


	Answer:  There are multiple questions here.  1) We do not yet have a simplified version.  2) This will affect local municipalities, in that government employees are covered under MIOSHA, just as the rules in any other standards affect municipalities. 3) Regarding digger derricks and other specifics of the standard, it appears that you are referencing the recently revised Federal OSHA standard.  This standard is not applicable in the state of Michigan.  The Michigan Construction Safety Standard Part 10: Lifting and Digging is currently being revised, but has yet to be issued. Until that time, please continue to comply with the current Part 10 standard.

It is commendable and wise to be anticipating and preparing for revisions to standards, but without a final standard, I cannot yet advise you on what specifically will be required to comply regarding the digger derricks issue.  I would suggest you sign up for the MIOSHA listserv to be apprised of information as it comes available.  When that standard becomes final, additional information such as fact sheets and training sessions will be available to assist you with specific issues.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 10. Lifting & Digging


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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