	Subject:  Other - Woodworking


	Topic:  Requirements for a Woodworking Shop


	Question:  I’m planning to start up a woodworking and furniture manufacturing shop and I need to learn about the proper health and safety information related to a woodshop (e.g. woodshop machinery, dust and hearing, etc.)

Where can I find this info?  Is there a guide or book that I can obtain to learn this information? 


	Answer:  There are several MIOSHA standards that would apply to a woodshop.  However, there is not one single guidebook that contains all of the salient information in one document.

In regards to your question, you referenced dust, machinery and noise.  Part 301. Air Contaminants contains the exposure limits for total and respirable particulates and other air contaminants. Part 380. Occupational Noise Exposure describes requirements related to employee noise exposure.  Air and noise monitoring is recommended in order to assess employee exposures and compliance with these standards; since the sampling results would determine what is required under these standards.  Part 27. Woodworking Machinery discusses health and safety requirements related to the machinery.  Additional standards will apply as well (e.g. Part 433. Personal Protective Equipment, Part 430. Hazard Communication).  Sample health and safety written programs and templates for the most common standards can be found on the MIOSHA website.
MIOSHA CET can assist you with conducting initial air and noise monitoring and work with you over the phone or meet with you in person, to review the health and safety requirements associated with your specific operation in greater detail.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 27. Woodworking Machinery


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 380. Occupational Noise Exposure, Part 301. Air Contaminants, Part 433. Personal Protective Equipment, and Part 430. Hazard Communication.


	Additional Resources:  Publications, posters, forms, and sample written programs can be found on the MIOSHA website at: www.michigan.gov/mioshapublications

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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