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SUBJECT: Inti;P etation Reguest
Question: Is it the intenit of section 512.13.1.2 to allow all the required
wheelchair seating
center cross aisle?
Answer: No.
Commentary: The code section states in part:

" .shall be dispersed throughout

the

seating area and range of seating options

available..."

In an earlier edition of the barrier free rules commentary the

following language is noted:

"A range of seating options is required so
that handicappers have a range of options

(

its function)
have..."

just as

In addition, a diagram accompanying the
i17ustrates a front to rear and side to S

attached.

[t is recognized that dispersal is going to
number of seats and seating positions,
required, a greater number of viewing op
However, in the case of 2 600 seat auditorium
rows, providing all the wheelchair seating
aisle, does not meet the intent of dispersal.

et

eama

commantary

in row 13,

and prices depending upon the facility and
non-handicappers

language

de dispersal, copy

be impacted by the

the more wheelchair positions
tions must be provided.

with a depth of 21
the cross



Question:

Answer:

Commentary:

", ..provided as an

Does the requirement for wheelchair seats being
" allow for the

integral part of any fixed seating arrangement...
use of removabie seats?

Yes.

Removable seating may be used adjacent to wheelchair seating
positions if, when in place, they are securely fixed to the floor.
This type of removabie seating is not allowed in the required

wheelchair seating positions.
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50 MONROE PLACE. GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49503 TELEPHONE {616) 235-6000 FAX (616) 115-6132
30150 TELEGRAPH ROAD, SUTTE 330 BINGHAM FARMS, Ml 48025 TELEPHONE (313) 642-3999 FAX (313) 6423184
May 20, 1983

Department of Labor

Bureau of Consiruction Codes
State Secondary Complex
7150 Harris Drive

P.0.Box 30254

Lansing, Mich. 48808

Re: Perry High School
BFD 93-052-340

Dear Construction Code Commissioners:
As architects for the new Perry High School, we request that you interpret Rule 512.13, which states:

Unobstructed barrler free seating shail be provided as an integral part of any fixed seating
arrangement and shall be dispersed throughout the seating area and range of seating
optlons available by providing a level clear space that does not have fixed seating. These
positions shall be [ocated so as to not Interfere with egress from any seats and shall not
Infringe upon aisle requirements. There shall not be any steps In the aisie or In the access
route to reach the barrier free seating positions, but the alsie may incline If the Incline does
not exceed the gradlent required for ramps In sectlon 816.0 (1:12). The floor of each barrier

free seating position shall be level. -

We have designed the Perry High Schoal Aucitorium (600 seats} so that all 13 barrier free positions are
1ocated at the center cross aisle. We provided § spaces at the center section and 4 spaces in both right
and left seating sections. We believe that this side to side dispersal does mest the letter of the law and
provides the handicapped people attending tunctions with easily accessible seats and exceilent sightlines
for viewing the performers on stage.

The rule does not specify front to rear dispersal of barrier frée spaces within the Auditorium. When the final
construction documents were reviewed by James Hoffiman, he cited the seating arrangement as

unacceptable and cited 512.13:

The barrier free seating positions do not offer any front to rear dispersal within the
audlitorium, nor are they Integral with the seats. Resubmit revised auditorium plans with

seating positions per Section 512.13.

Mr. Hoffman's reference to the barrier free seating not being integral with the seats is not true, due to the
fact that they are surrounded on both sides by ~emovable® seats, which look the same as fixed seats used
throughout the rest of the Auditoruium. These “removable"seats have sled bases that can be unbolted to
make room for additionai barrier free spaces if necessary. Please see the enciosed floor plan of this area.



The key issue, as we see t, is that the language f Rule 512.13 daes not specifically require "front to rear”
dispersal of the barrier free seating spaces. We feel that we have met the lefter of the law by dispersing
the seats in the three different seating sections. We also feel that Mr. Hoffman's requirement for front 0
back dispersal is not a fair interpretation of the law. We ask that the Ceonstruction Code Commissicn review

this issue and render an opinion clarifying Ruie £12.13.

Since this project is now under construction, we will appreciate a timely response ¢ this Essge.. Please call
me at 616-235-6105 if you need additional information or require my presence atthe Commission mesting.

Sincerely,

Raiph W. Moxley, AlA

Project Manager

oc: Jacklyn Hurd, Perry Public Schocis
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