Asbestos Training/Accreditation Fraudulent Activities

By:  George Howard, Asbestos Program Manager

The MIOSHA Asbestos Program approves trainers that provide training in Michigan to individuals interested in becoming accredited as an asbestos worker, project supervisor, building inspector, project designer or management planner. 
Approved Training Courses

As part of this process, the Asbestos Program conducts regular course audits to help assure that trainers are providing training courses that meet the course content and time requirements of the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Asbestos Model Accreditation Program (MAP) and Michigan’s Asbestos Workers Accreditation Act (i.e. Act 440, PA of 1988, as amended).
An approved asbestos trainer is responsible to ensure the classes they provide are in compliance with the asbestos standards.  A training sponsor may not alter the content or length of an approved asbestos training accreditation course without first receiving permission from the Asbestos Program.  If a course is canceled or delayed, the training provider must notify the Asbestos Program no less than one day prior notice to the initially indicated start date.  The Asbestos Program strictly enforces all MAP training requirements.

The Asbestos Program will not recognize training certificates granted for a partially attended initial or refresher asbestos accreditation training course.  Anyone who attends a partial course must retake the course in a timely manner to obtain accreditation or sustain their reaccredidation.

Knowingly issuing a training certificate to an individual that has not attended an asbestos training accreditation course; scheduling to provide an approved asbestos training course at a training facility for a specific time period and not having the training course in session; or adjourning a course early are all grounds for suspension or revocation of the trainer’s approval to conduct asbestos training accreditation course(s) in Michigan. 

Fraudulent Training Activities

The Asbestos Program also investigates complaints involving asbestos training courses. These audits and investigations have revealed an alarming trend of trainers running shortened classes and in some cases not providing any training for the certificates they issue.  Either situation is considered a serious fraudulent activity that can result in criminal enforcement action by the EPA and revocation of a training course sponsor’s approval to conduct training.  Training course attendees are also subject to accreditation revocation for knowingly participating in these types of practices.
The Asbestos Program has issued warning letters to trainers in regard to adjourning class early; suspended approved asbestos trainers for not providing training courses that satisfy the time elements specified by the Asbestos Workers Accreditation Act; and has also suspended or revoked the accreditation of individuals who have knowingly participated in fraudulent asbestos training/accreditation activities.
If you are aware of Michigan approved asbestos training course sponsors involved in these types of fraudulent training activities, please contact the MIOSHA Asbestos Program at 517.322.5806.  Assuring that individuals involved in asbestos-related work activities are properly trained is a key ingredient to achieving and maintaining a reputable Michigan asbestos abatement workforce.
(This is an extended version of the article appearing in the Spring 2009 MIOSHA News.)

