	Subject:  Flammable Liquids 


	Topic:  Flammable Storage in Color Cabinets 


	Question:  I am in the process of upgrading our flammable chemical storage.  I have a storage cabinet that is BLUE.  Can I place a sign that says "FLAMMABLE CHEMICALS" and uses red letters on a yellow background on the front of it and stay within the MIOSHA regulations? Per the Washtenaw County Pollution Prevention Regulation, the cabinet will have to be mechanically vented, but it does not specify color.


	Answer:  MIOSHA Safety Standard Part 75. Flammable & Combustible Liquids, Rule 1910.106 (c) (ii) (a) addresses the requirements of flammable storage cabinets. This rule does not say what color the cabinet has to be, but it does mandate the signage and construction requirements as follows: 
Storage cabinets shall be designed and constructed to limit the internal temperature to not more than 325°F. when subjected to a 10-minute fire test using the standard time-temperature curve as set forth in Standard Methods of Fire Tests of Building Construction and Materials, NFPA 251-1969. All joints and seams shall remain tight and the door shall remain securely closed during the fire test. Cabinets shall be labeled in conspicuous lettering, “Flammable – Keep Fire Away.” Metal cabinets constructed in the following manner shall be deemed to be in compliance. The bottom, top, door, and sides of cabinet shall be at least No. 18 gage sheet iron and double walled with 1 1/2-inch air space. Joints shall be riveted, welded or made tight by some equally effective means. The door shall be provided with a three-point lock, and the door sill shall be raised at least 2 inches above the bottom of the cabinet. 


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 75. Flammable & Combustible Liquids, Rule 1910.106 (c) (ii) (a)


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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