
Response to Federal Program Change Memo for –CSP0301003 – 
Voluntary Protection Programs (VPP) Policies and Procedures Manual

In response to the three proposed changes to the VPP TED, the following is provided.

A.  “Benchmark Rates in Appendix A.” Evaluate the applicant/participant’s injury and illness history by using a 3-year total case incidence rate.  The 3-year TCIR and DART rates must be below at least one of the three most recent years of specific industry national averages for nonfatal injuries and illnesses.  Compare both rates to a single year.

Response:  As Michigan’s injury and illness requirements for participation in the Michigan Voluntary Protection Program (MVPP) are more stringent, we are not proposing to accept this change.

B.  “Process Safety Management”.  Provides direction on the type of questions that would be asked about Process Safety Management (PSM) during onsite evaluations and annual self-evaluations by participants.

Response:  Michigan would accept this recommendation.  Although these PSM issues and questions may already be covered by the Michigan PSM audit, it assures issues are covered that OSHA deems essential. 

C.  “Compressed Reapproval Process (CRP)”.  Introduces an alternative onsite reapproval process for STAR participants who have demonstrated sustained excellence in safety and health systems management.


Response:  Michigan would accept this recommendation as the proposed reapproval procedure is very similar to Michigan’s current process, with some minor adjustments.

