	Subject:  Other - Proper use of mineral spirits


	Topic:  Chemical exposure


	Question:  Is the practice of holding parts in our hands while washing them off in a bucket of mineral spirits, a safe thing to do.  Also, is using air pressure to blow off the parts, while they are still in our hands, after washing them safe?


	Answer:  This operation could be done safely if the proper personal protective equipment is used and adequate ventilation is provided.  Without reviewing the material safety data sheet (MSDS) of the chemical you are using (you have a right to ask to your employer to provide you access to the MSDS for this chemical); observing the operation; evaluating the personal protective equipment worn if any; measuring your exposure to mineral spirits; and measuring the ventilation; it is impossible to assess the specific hazards present and recommend specific personal protective equipment or other safety procedures that should be utilized..  

Occupational diseases such as skin rashes may result from exposure to chemicals, allergic reactions, bacteria or molds growing in a metal working fluid that is not properly maintained, or workplace physical hazards.  When a rash develops it indicates the skin surface is compromised and chemicals can easily enter the body creating health problems.  You should report any injuries or illnesses, including skin rashes, to your employer so they can determine if you have a work related illness.  Your employer should send you to an occupational health clinic for a specific diagnosis and for treatment for all work related illnesses, including skin rashes.  If your rash is work related, it may be a recordable illness that must be logged on a MIOSHA 300 form.  The physician should be able to determine the cause/source of the rash and recommend appropriate treatment including protective measures to take to prevent a reoccurrence.  A physician specializing in occupational health injuries and illness may need to be consulted if a general practitioner is unable to determine the specific cause of your skin rash.    
The use of air under pressure to blow chemicals off parts is likely to create an airborne mist and increase employee exposure to the chemicals being blown off the parts.  In addition, Occupational Safety Standard Part 1. General Provisions, Rule 36 (3) states:  “Air under pressure, used in a manner which could cause injury, shall not be used for cleaning clothes while being worn, or directly applied to any part of the body.”  Rule 36 also describes other safety requirements or limitations for the use of air under pressure.  
If you wish to file a complaint you may obtain a complaint form at the MIOSHA web site.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  N/A


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 1. General Provisions.


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 433. Personal Protective Equipment,  Part 520. Ventilation Control, Part 430. Hazard Communication Standard, Part 301. Air Contaminants Standard, Part 472. Medical Services and First Aid.


	Additional Resources:  Use the internet to look up the material safety data sheet of the mineral spirits that are in use. MIOSHA Administrative Rules, Part 11. Reporting and Recording of Occupational Injuries and Illnesses.
For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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