	Subject:  Electrical Systems


	Topic:  Circuit Breaker Used as On/Off Switch


	Question:  Is it okay legally to use the circuit breaker panel as on/off switches for lights? Can we open the panel, flip the breakers to transmit lights through the work area, and flip the breaker to shut off the lights at night? 


	Answer: MIOSHA General Industry Standards, including Part 39. Design Safety Standards for Electrical Systems; do not specifically prohibit the use of circuit breakers as a means for controlling power to facility lighting.  However, electrical equipment must be listed or labeled and installed and used in accordance with any instructions included in the listing or labeling.  To ensure compliance, please consult with a licensed electrician or your local electrical inspector. 


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:      


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 39. Design Safety Standards for Electrical Systems


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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