	Subject: Confined Space


	Topic:  Definition of Confined Space


	Question:  a) I am looking for the definition of what MIOSHA means in 1910.146 by a confined space.  Is there a size limit or a description for this?  b) Is this an issue specific to a particular industry (such as mining)?


	Answer:  a) 1910.146, Permit-required confined spaces standard, in the Definitions section (1910.146 (b)) defines a confined space as: (1) Is large enough that an employee can bodily enter and perform assigned work, and (2) Has a limited or restricted means for entry or exit, and (3) Is not designed for continuous employee occupancy.  All three of these conditions must be met for the space to be a confined space.  The standard does not specify a size limit, other than it is possible for an employee’s entire body to enter the space.  Common examples of spaces that are often confined spaces are tanks, vessels, silos, storage bins, hoppers, mixing tanks, vaults, bag houses, and pits.  Each employer must evaluate their workplace to determine if any confined spaces are permit-required confined spaces.

Please note that the definition of a confined space is different for construction and also for some other general industry standards including Part 12. Welding & Cutting, Part 529. Welding Cutting & Brazing and Part 77. Grain Handling Facilities.

b)  1910.146 applies to general industry places of employment.  It does not apply to the construction industry, agricultural operations, or shipyard employment.  MIOSHA does not have jurisdiction in “mines” as defined by the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Act (Public Act 154).  



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 622. Control Measures for Hazardous Atmospheres in Confined Spaces 


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Parts 90 & 490. Permit-Required Confined Spaces   


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Parts 90 & 490. Permit-Required Confined Spaces


	Additional Resources: Application of the Permit-Required Confined Spaces Standard (PRCS), General Compliance Checklist For MIOSHA Permit Required Confined Space Entry (CET #5310), &
Guidelines for a Permit Required Confined Space Entry Written Program (CET #5330) 

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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