	Subject:  Bloodborne Infectious Diseases


	Topic:  Disposal of Regulated Waste


	Question:  Can items generated in an OB/GYN medical practice that are coated with blood, vaginal secretions and OPIM be disposed of in a labeled biohazard container only? And must the disposal occur in the exam room?


	Answer:  MIOSHA Part 554. Bloodborne Infectious Diseases sets requirements for all employers that have employees with occupational exposure to blood and other potentially infectious material (OPIM).  Clearly some employees in your OB/GYN medical practice are covered by Part 554 rules due to anticipated exposure to the items you have listed in your question and the typical scenarios of a medical practice.  

For each contaminated item, it must first be determined whether it is actually covered as Regulated waste or Medical waste; perhaps it is not actually Regulated waste.  Next, if the item is covered as Regulate waste, how must it be disposed? 

MIOSHA Part 554 defines Regulated Waste as any of the following: 

(i) Liquid or semi-liquid blood or other potentially infectious material (OPIM). 

(ii) Contaminated items that would release blood or other potentially infectious material in a liquid or semi-liquid state if compressed. 

(iii) Items which are caked with dried blood or other potentially infectious material and which are capable of releasing these materials during handling. 

(iv) Contaminated sharps. 

(v) Pathological and microbiological waste that contains blood and other potentially infectious material.
The above definitions are very similar to the definition of “Medical waste” as defined in Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) Part 138 Medical Waste Regulatory Act.  Under Part 138, the DEQ has the primary authority to regulate Medical waste disposal in Michigan.  Refer to DEQ - Medical Waste for more information.  

If waste items do not meet the definitions of Regulated waste (MIOSHA) or Medical waste (DEQ) then they can be disposed of as regular waste with no special bags or labels. This may be the case for pap smears or other lightly contaminated items that will not release the blood or OPIM when handled.  If the item will not release blood or OPIM when handled, then there are no special disposal requirements and they can go in with regular trash.  If the item will drip or otherwise release blood or OPIM when squeezed (i.e., Regulated waste) then it must be disposed of in a biohazard labeled bag.  Only contaminated sharps require “immediate” disposal in an approved container to avoid accidental exposures.  Other Regulated waste items could be transported within the practice (e.g. down the hallway to the laboratory) for disposal.
If you have further questions regarding Medical waste contact DEQ Medical Waste Program representatives Andrew Shannon at 517-335-1146 or John Gohlke at 517-241-1320 or e-mail to MedicalWaste@michigan.gov. 


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 554. Bloodborne Infectious Diseases 



	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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