	Subject:  Machine Guarding


	Topic:  Machine distances from each other


	Question:  I am setting up a work space where bench top and standing power tools will be utilized.  Is there something that I can reference that will give me some guidelines as to how far one machine should be from another machine or is that just deferred to common sense?


	Answer:  Generally, these issues are “common sense” however there are general guidelines in MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standard Part 1. General Provisions.  Rule 31, Machine Installations of Part 1. states:  
(2) A machine shall be placed so that it will not be necessary for the operator or other employee tending the machine to stand in an aisle. 

(3) A machine shall be located so that there will be space for the employee to handle the material and operate the machine with no interference to or from another employee or machine. 

(4) A machine installed on a bench, table or stand shall be designed or secured to prevent unintentional movement or tipping. 

(5) A stationary machine shall be anchored or provided with antislip pads to prevent unintentional movement.

These general Rules apply to equipment and machinery in most workplaces.  Some MIOSHA Standards apply to specific operations (e.g.: sawmills, bakeries, etc).  If you are in an industry for which MIOSHA has a specific Standard check that Standard for specific requirements for your industry.  If MIOSHA does not have a specific Standard for your industry, refer to general Standards such as Part 1. General Provisions (referenced above). 


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 1. General Provisions, R 408.10031. Machine Installations, Rule 31(2)(3)(4)(5)


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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