	Subject:  Aerial Work Platforms


	Topic:  Minimum Approach Distances for Electrical Hazards


	Question:  1.  Why are the minimum clearance tables for electrical hazards in Rule 5832 of Part 58, Aerial Work Platforms, different from the ones in U.S. OSHA regulation 29 CFR 1910.269, Electric Power Generation, Transmission and Generation, and ANSI Z133.1 – 2006, Arboricultural Operations – Pruning, Repairing, Maintaining, and Removing Trees, and Cutting Brush – Safety Requirements?

2.  Would an employer be cited if they are following the minimum clearance tables in 29 CFR 1910.269 or ANSI Z133.1?


	Answer:  1. The tables are different because they were promulgated or issued by different agencies and organizations.  MIOSHA enforces Part 58 and Part 86, which adopts 29 CFR 1910.269 by reference.  MIOSHA does not enforce ANSI Z133.1-2006.

2. An employer must follow Part 58 and Part 86, as applicable.  For example, if an employer is performing tree trimming activities near a primary electrical service (i.e., trimming in the utility company’s right-of-way) then Part 86, would apply. Table R-6 of this standard requires a qualified tree trimmer to maintain a minimum approach distance of 2 feet, 1 inch of a 1.1 kV – 15 kV electrical line. If the employer is performing tree trimming activities in an aerial work platform near a secondary electrical supply (i.e., a line supplying power to a residence or business), then Part 58 would apply.  Table 2 of Part 58 requires a qualified line clearance tree trimmer to maintain a minimum approach distance 2 feet from a 2.1 kV – 15 kV electrical line.  ANSI Z133.1 Table 1 recommends a qualified tree trimmer keep an approach distance within 2 feet, 5 inches from an electrical line. Therefore, if an employer was keeping the minimum approach distance in Part 86, then it would comply with 29 CFR 1910.269 and ANSI Z133.1-2006, and no citation would be issued. 

For some voltages, Part 58 is more stringent than Part 86 (i.e., Part 58 has the greater minimum approach distance); for other voltages Part 86 is more stringent.  ANSI Z133.1-2006 always has higher minimum approach distances than Parts 58 and 86, so if an employer complies with ANSI Z133.1-2006, it would be in compliance for Parts 58 and 86. 


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 58. Aerial Work Platforms and Part 86. Electric Power Generation, Transmission and Distribution




	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       
Le Chocolat - Windsor

	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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