	Subject:  Electrical


	Topic:  Electrical Distribution Safety Training

	Question:  What is MIOSHA’s position on unqualified personnel (Some classroom instruction but do not have overhead transmission & distribution apprenticeship training) performing post-storm electrical troubleshooting around exposed energized Transmission or Distribution circuits over 50 volts and up to 138KV without a licensed journey worker being present?


	Answer:  To be considered “qualified” an employee must have the training to be familiar with the safety-related work practices, safety procedures, and other safety requirements that pertain to their respective job assignments and knowledgeable in the construction and operation of the electric power generation, transmission, and distribution equipment involved, along with the associated hazards. 

They must also be trained and competent in the skills and techniques necessary to distinguish exposed live parts from other parts of electric equipment, the skills and techniques necessary to determine the nominal voltage of exposed live parts, the minimum approach distances specified in this section corresponding to the voltages to which the qualified employee will be exposed, and the proper use of the special precautionary techniques, personal protective equipment, insulating and shielding materials, and insulated tools for working on or near exposed energized parts of electric equipment.

 The training required shall be of the classroom or on-the job type. The training shall establish employee proficiency in the work practices necessary for compliance. The employer shall also certify that each employee has received the training required. This certification shall be made when the employee demonstrates proficiency in the work practices involved and shall be maintained for the duration of the employee’s employment.
Employees that have not been trained as described above would be considered unqualified and would not be permitted to perform work alone. They would be allowed to work and learn from a qualified employee supervising their activities.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 86. Electric Power Generation, 
Transmission, and Distribution
, Rule (a)(2)


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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