	Subject:  Cranes 


	Topic:  Maintenance, inspection, and recordkeeping requirements for Trolley-mounted electric chain hoist


	Question:  I’m having trouble identifying the specific MIOSHA standard applicable to an electric chain hoist mounted to a movable trolley on the bottom of an I-beam.  It has a lifting capacity of no more than 1,000lbs.  Please advise as to the applicable standard; specifically, maintenance, inspection, and recordkeeping.


	Answer:  To determine the correct standard applicable to this type of hoist we need to know whether the trolley is powered or manual. 
A hoist with a powered trolley is covered under General Industry Part 20. Underhung Cranes and Monorail Systems; specifically rules 408.12041-12045.  However, the last sentence of rule 408.12001 states that “(t)his part does not apply to a crane with a manually moved type bridge or trolley.”  
For hoists with a manual trolley, the correct standard is General Industry Part 38. Hand and Portable Powered Tools; specifically rules 408.13845 and 13846.  
Rule 408.13846(4) of Part 38. only requires a visual inspection prior to use and there are no recordkeeping requirements.  Maintenance should be performed in accordance with any manufacturer’s recommendations contained in the owner’s manual.
Part 20. Recordkeeping requirements are found in rule 408.12042, Monthly to yearly inspections; records; Table 2.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:
Part 20
R 408.12041 Shift inspections. 
R 408.12042 Monthly to yearly inspections; records; Table 2. 
R 408.12043 Maintenance of equipment: correction of unsafe condition; precautions; returning equipment to       

                      normal operation; removing dirt and debris. 
R 408.12044 Wire rope. 
R 408.12045 Hooks. 
Part 38  

R 408.13845. Chain falls and hoist and pullers, capacity.  
R 408.13846. Chain falls and hoist and pullers, use. 


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:   Overhead hoists (underhung) ANSI/ASME B30.16 2003 

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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