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Medical Services and First Aid for General Industry and Construction

Executive Summary

In October 2008, MIOSHA adopted Agency Instruction, MIOSHA STD-08-3 to provide clarifications to ensure uniform enforcement and interpretation of medical services and first aid requirements in Occupational Health Standard, Part 472.  Medical Services and First Aid (for General Industry) and Construction Safety Standard, Part 1.  General Rules.  These changes adopt OSHA requirements for response times.  Below is a summary of the major changes and clarifications included in this instruction.
General Industry.
Near Proximity.  
· “Within 10 minutes travel time” is changed.
· Three-to-four minute response time is required in areas where serious accidents may occur.  Examples:  fall, electric shock, amputation, severe chemical exposure.
· Maximum 15-minute response time is acceptable in other circumstances where life-threatening injury is unlikely.  Example:  low hazard workplace such as an office.

All Other General Industry Standards with First Aid Requirements.  Employers with an infirmary, clinic or hospital in “near proximity” are considered to have met first aid equipment, supplies, and treatment requirements for that location.  This does not apply to Construction.
Construction.  

First Aid.

· Construction Safety Standard, Part 1. General Rules, requires a person with a valid first aid certificate be present at the worksite to render first aid.  CPR training is not a requirement.  MIOSHA recommends CPR training along with first aid training.
· “Readily accessible” first aid supplies at a jobsite means available within three-to-four minutes.

· A first aid kit that contains items appropriate for the worksite will be considered in compliance with this rule.

Citation Guidance.  The instruction includes five elements to consider when evaluating an employer’s effort to address first aid or medical treatment.  A new consideration is the employer’s efforts to identify emergency medical services and availability for all times of the day when employees are working.  Response times for treatment must be planned taking into consideration normally anticipated delays such as auto or train traffic.  Plans for response time must be reevaluated when conditions change.  

Employers in compliance with prior criteria shall not be issued a citation for non-compliance with the new near proximity criteria until after January 1, 2009.

Appendices.  The instruction includes appendices that provide a list and summary of other standards with first aid or medical service references.  There is an appendix for General Industry Safety, Construction Safety and Occupational Health rules.
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DLEG is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
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