	Subject:  Emergency Eyewash Facilities


	Topic:  Suitable Eyewash Facilities


	Question:  The style “eyewash” is a hand-held type that has a custom mount which allows the user to squeeze the handle with one motion and the eyewash will remain on and can be used hands free.  Is this acceptable?

	Answer:  Part 472. Medical Services and First Aid requires an employer to ensure that suitable facilities for quick drenching or flushing of the eyes and body are provided within the work area for immediate emergency use when the eyes or body of any person may be exposed to injurious or corrosive materials.  The proximity of emergency shower and/or eyewash facilities shall be determined by the injurious or corrosive nature of the chemical(s) and/or its ability to cause tissue damage.  As designated in ANSI standard Z358.1-2004, a suitable eyewash/shower facility must be clearly marked, well lighted, and easily accessible (i.e., no obstacles, closeable doorways, or turns).  Self-contained eyewash equipment (i.e., portable units) must be capable of delivering to the eyes not less than 0.4 gallons per minute for 15 minutes minimum, total volume 6 gallons.
An employer may install a cold water pipe (potable water with the pressure not exceeding 25 psi) equipped with a quick opening valve and a hand-held drench hose or a standard hose at lease 48 inches in length (not smaller than ¾ inch) as a emergency eyewash/shower unit.  This exception is allowed because it appears and is allowed in another MIOSHA standard, Part 526. Dipping and Coating Operations.

Please be advised, an eyewash bottle is not a suitable eyewash facility.  The eyewash bottle can be used in conjunction with an eyewash as described above, but not in place of.  Requiring the use of appropriate personal protective equipment (i.e., safety glasses, goggles, gloves) where injurious corrosive materials are used will further help to prevent employee tissue contact with the corrosive materials.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 472. Medical Services and First Aid and 
Part 526. Dipping and Coating Operations


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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